
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Dream/sueño (sweh-nyoh): a strong hope to do something or become someone/ sentir ganas inmensas de hacer algo o de convertirnos en algo

Thankful/agradecido(a) (ah-grah-deh-see-doh): noticing and appreciating the good things in your life/ darse cuenta y apreciar las cosas buenas que tenemos en la 
vida

Enjoy/disfrutar (dees-froo-tahr): to really like something/ cuando te gusta algo mucho  

Hardworking/trabajador(a) (trah-bah-ha-door): someone who works hard/ una persona que trabaja muy duro 

Proud/orgulloso(a) (ohr-goo-yoh-soh): happy with yourself, feeling really happy for something good that you have done, or about something good someone you 
love has done/ feliz contigo mismo, sentirse realmente feliz por algo bueno que has hecho, o por algo bueno que alguien a quien quieres ha hecho 

Main Idea: Doing things for and with the people we love makes us proud of who we are.

Inquiry Questions:  Who am I? Why do I matter?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: Invite families to discuss, complete, and send in to school the Family Language and Culture Survey on Cox Campus, so that we can all learn 
more about the families in the classroom and how our families are the same and different. This is important for our efforts to create a culturally preserving and 
honoring classroom for each child and family. 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple lan-

guages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Morning 
Meeting/Art/SEL: 

Invite children to paint a 
Jenga block red to be their 

brick. After, have them write 
a dream on it that they wish to 
achieve one day. Using every 

child’s block glue them together 
to make the classroom Dream 

House. 

Math/
Block Area: 

Cut out different size foundations 
of a house with paper. Encourage 

children to count and see how many 
blocks or manipulatives are needed to fill it 

completely and/or to go around the outside. 

Using grid paper, encourage children to draw 
out how big or small they would like their dream 

home to be. Count how many squares each 
child used and create a bar graph with the 
numbers. Then invite them to build it the 

block area.

Family 
Connection:

Ask if any family members work in 
construction and are willing to come to 

the class and talk about their experiences and 
why they are proud to do that job. 

Encourage parents to draw a picture with their 
child of what their profession is and write why 

they are proud to do that job. Alternatively, 
invite the children to write why they are 

thankful for their parents and the 
job they do.

Dramatic 
Play:

Using rectangular 
cardboard cutouts and Velcro 

create an interactive brick 
wall in the dramatic play area 

for children to construct 
together. 

Outdoor 
Activities: 

Invite the children to 
play with dirt and water 

to achieve a paste similar 
to cement. What can they 

build or do with that 
material?

Writing: 

Create a class 
book with the 

illustrations of the ways 
that our families contribute 

to the community and 
what they enjoy and 
makes them proud of 

their work.

Brick by Brick 
by Heidi Woodward 

Sheffield

Block 
Area:

Provide the children with 
blocks and invite them to build their 
dream house and describe the ways 

they would enjoy living there. Consider 
posting some pictures of different styles 

of homes around the block area for 
inspiration. Include pictures of homes 

from the countries children’s 
families are from.


