
LITERACY AND 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Infants and Young Toddlers 

 

 

Equality    ·    Choice   ·     Voice    ·    Dialogue    ·    Reflection    ·    Reciprocity    ·    Praxis 

 

 



 

 

Infants/Young Toddler Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Holidays, Celebrations, Community, Gratitude 
                             

                       

 

 

                                                                             

DECEMBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
WHAT DO WE CELEBRATE AND WHY? ARE THERE THINGS WE ALL ARE GRATEFUL FOR?  

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM EACH OTHER’S CELEBRATIONS THAT HELP US GROW? 
 

Use child directed 
speech, touch, 
and a joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 

experiences while 
reading.

Model book handling 
skills without 

interrupting the flow 
of the story. “Let’s 

turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 
key vocabulary to 

name pictures.

Summarize after 
reading the story by 

returning to 
important ideas in 
the book, asking 
questions, and 

modeling answers.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners

Prepare for your read aloud:
•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant and elefante (Spanish). 
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even 

when the book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

When you are ready to read the book: 

•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Ideally, reads should be done one on one or with small groups of two to three children. You can group children who speak the same first language together. 

During the read:
•Make connections for focus words between English and first language. For example, you can say “I am cold/frío (free-oh) brrrr.” 
•Point out cognates.

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 



 

 

 
Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 

Focus on tier 1 words for infant/young toddlers. 
Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and 
loving interactions and capture 
the child’s/ children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory statement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Winter Walk in 
the City  

by Cathy Goldberg 
Fishman 

Walk/caminar (kah-mee-nahr) 

Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to 
others/dar nuestras cosas a otros 

Winter/invierno (een-byehr-noh): the season of 
year when it is coldest/la estación del año en que 
hace frío 

City/ciudad (syoo-dahd):  a place where many 
people live/un sitio donde vive mucha gente  

PAT: 
P: menorah, bells, tree, cards, window, cakes, dogs, 
sweaters, flags, snowflakes, candles, red, black, 
green dragon, humps, empanadas, smiles A: tall 
(move hand up to show tall), high, over head, 
stacked (lay hands one on top of the other) T: 
glowing: shiny; piles: things on top of each other 

Put on a winter hat while you 
read and  
say "Brrr ...I'm cold! This hat will  
keep me warm!" as you hug the 
child. 

This book is all about a child 
who walks through their city in 
the winter. I can tell they are 
walking in the cold. They have 
a hat and boots and a warm 
jacket and it is snowing. This 
child will see many ways that 
people celebrate during the 
winter. I wonder what they will 
see! Let's read and see 
together!  

 

We just read a book about a child  
walking through their city in the winter 
and seeing many ways people celebrate! 
What did they see? Let's look back 
together! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Winter…  
En Invierno… 

by Susan Madinabeltia 
Manso 

Warm/cálido(a) (kah-lee-doh) 

Cold/frío (free-oh)  

Comfortable/cómodo (koh-moh-doh)  

Winter/invierno (een-byehr-noh): the season of 
year when it is coldest/la estación del año en que 
hace frío 

Build/construir (kohns-trweer): to make something 
with materials/hacer algo con materiales  

PAT: 
P: marhmallows, hot cocoa, scarf, mittens, 
snowflakes, tongue, snowman, bear, sled A: 
catching snowflakes with my tongue, sleep soundly, 
down the hill (act out with hand swooping down) T: 
sleep soundly like a bear: bears sleep all winter 
long! 

Sing –   

My Hat Keeps Me Warm 

My hat keeps me warm,  
my coat keeps me warm,  
when it feels cold outside,  
my clothes keep me warm 

 
(To the tune of “Farmer in the 
Dell”) 

This book is all about winter. 
Look how this child is dressed 
warmly. I wonder what this 
child will do in the winter. Let's 
read and see and talk about 
what we will do in the winter 
too! 

We just read a book about winter and 
what this child likes to do. What did they 
like to do in the winter? Let's look back 
together and see! 

 
 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
A Winter Walk in the City
Walk/caminar (kah-mee-nahr)
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to others/dar nuestras cosas a otros
Winter/invierno (een-byehr-noh): the season of year when it is coldest/la estación del año en que hace frío
City/ciudad (syoo-dahd): a place where many people live/un sitio donde vive mucha gente 

In Winter... En Invierno...
Warm/cálido(a) (kah-lee-doh)
Cold/frío (free-oh) 
Comfortable/cómodo (koh-moh-doh) 
Winter/invierno (een-byehr-noh): the season of year when it is coldest/la estación del año en que hace frío
Build/construir (kohns-trweer): to make something with materials/hacer algo con materiales 

Inquiry Questions:  What do we celebrate and why? Are there things we all are grateful for? 
What can we learn from each other’s celebrations that help us grow?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Ask families to send in recordings of special songs from the season. If families speak a first language other than English, ask them to send in the song in their 
first language.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Nap Time:

Talk with your babies and 
toddlers about how they are 

feeling as they prepare for nap.

Encourage them to get 
comfortable and share a 

warm hug.

Sensory:

Explore warm and cold 
objects. Put ice cubes in a plastic 
bag for the children to feel or run 

a cloth under warm water and 
invite them to squeeze out 

the warm water.

Song:

My hat keeps me warm, 
My coat keeps me warm, 

When it feels cold outside, 
My clothes keep me warm.

(To the tune of “Farmer in the 
Dell”)

Outdoor Play:

Dress the babies and 
toddlers in warm clothes (hats, 
mittens, etc.) and take them out 

for a walk. How does it feel outside? 
Is it cold or warm? What do you see 
in your school community? While 
you are outside, read the story in 

the cold weather!

 

Family Connection:

Ask families to send in 
recordings of special songs 
from the season. If families 

speak a first language other than 
English, ask them to send in the 

song in their first language.

A Winter Walk in the City 
by Cathy Goldberg Fishman

&
In Winter… En Invierno…

by Susan Madinabeltia Manso


