
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         

Focus Words:

Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh): being one of a kind/ ser uno solo, que no hay más de lo mismo 

Meaning/significado (seeg-nee-fee-kah-doh): why something matters, the story behind it/ la idea de algo, lo que importa 

Wonder/preguntarse (preh-goon-tahr-seh): to ask questions/ hacerse preguntas, preguntarse por cosas que pasan

Prefer/preferir (pref-eh-rear): to want something over something else/ querer algo sobre otra cosa

Disappointed/decepcionar (deh-sehp-syoh-nahr): to feel sad because things did not work out like you wanted them to/ estar triste porque las cosas no sa-
lieron como esperábamos

Inquiry Questions:  Who am I? Why do I matter?

Main Idea: Names have meanings that make them unique and special.  
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Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: Invite families to discuss, complete, and send in to school the Family Language and Culture Survey on Cox Campus, so that we can all learn 
more about the families in the classroom and how our families are the same and different. This is important for our efforts to create a culturally preserving and 
honoring classroom for each child and family. 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple lan-

guages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognate from Thunder Boy Jr: Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities. Dramatic 
Play/Emergent 

Writing: 

Add name tags to dramatic play 
for children to label themselves 

with as they play unique roles. For 
example, if someone is pretending 
to be a Daddy, they can write the 

Daddy on their name tag. 

Outdoor 
Activities: 

Discuss with the children what  
outdoor activities they prefer. 

Take pictures of what they prefer 
and as a class create a visual chart 

of these preferences.

Writing: 

Encourage children 
to think of a nickname 

that describes themselves. 
Invite them to draw a picture 

and write an explination 
about why they gave 

themselves that 
nickname.  

Science: 

Wonder with the children 
why thunder and lightening 

happen. Have the children rub a 
balloon on their heads for about 15 

seconds. With the lights off, hold the 
balloon up to a fluorescent bulb to see a 
flash that resembles a lightening storm. 
Children can make thunder noises while 

the “lightening” is happening.

Transitions:

Use a drum to 
signal and give a beat to 

transitions. Welcome children 
to give their name a meaningful 

dance move while they transition 
to the next activity.

Music 
and Movement:

Pick a song that includes 
the children’s unique 

names to sing throughout 
the week. 

Morning 
Meeting: 

Discuss a time where the 
children felt they might be 

disappointing someone. Wonder 
about: How did it feel? How did 

they handle it?

Family 
Connection:

Have families share with 
their child how they got 

their name. Ask them to share 
the meaning or story of their 

unique names. 

Thunder Boy Jr 
by Sherman Alexie


