
2nd-3rd Vocabulary Routine 
Example Word: Clutched

STEP 1

Pronouce

Today we are going to learn about the word “clutched”. 
Listen as I say the word and get ready to repeat after me…clutched. 
How many syllables do you hear in the word “clutched”?  What are they? [Segment the word]

STEP 2

          Define 

In the story, Opal clutched onto her dog during the thunderstorm to help him overcome his fear. If you 
clutch something, you grasp or hold on to tightly. Usually, people clutch when they are afraid or anxious. 

 Watch as I clutch this book. [Act out the word]  Let me see you clutch your hands. 

 Here are a couple of other sentences with the word “clutched”: 

•	 Eddie clutched the rail so he wouldn’t slip down the stairs. 
•	 My grandma clutched her pearls after she heard the loud noise. 
•	 Before the scary movie started, Tina clutched her mother’s arm.

           

Look at the photo and listen as I use the word in a sentence.  

 [Show the photo vocabulary card and read the anchor sentence.] 

 “Amy clutched her bottom lip in fear.” 

STEP 4

          Explain 

In this sentence, the word "clutched" is a verb.  A verb is an action. 
Amy performed the action of clutching. 

STEP 5

Identify 
Word Parts

Listen and watch as I write the word on the board. [Spell and write the word.] 
I see -ed at the end of the word. [Underline -ed.]   Verbs with the suffix -ed , help us know this action 
occurred in the past.

STEP 6 

Spell & Write

Say, spell and write the word “clutched” in your vocabulary notebooks.  
[Optional] Write the anchor sentence and underline the vocabulary word.

STEP 7

 Engage

I’ll use the word “clutch” at in the beginning of a sentence and I want you to finish it. 

•	 My teacher clutched her purse when... 
•	 I clutched my hands together when I saw... 
•	 The lion’s roar was so loud, Mike clutched...
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STEP 3

Show
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Amy clutched her bottom lip in fear.

Vocabulary Word: 

Clutched


