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START: Read 1 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                              
 

Read 1: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Rabbits and Raindrops and the author, or the 

person who wrote the story, is Jim Arnosky.  

STATE:  Purpose of Read 1  See these little Rabbits on the cover?  They have never left their nest before.  They have never experienced 

the outside world.  I wonder if they are ready to leave the nest.  Let’s see what happens. 

 

Read 1: TEACH  

TEACH:  Push-in story problem that’s connected to the story purpose by using the think-aloud strategy (I wonder, I noticed, I was 

thinking….).  When these baby rabbits left their nest for the very first time, it started to rain. Rabbits’ fur is not waterproof so the rabbits 
will get soaked.   

TEACH:  Push-in and connect key events that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Page # Previous Event/Explanation 

3 The nest is the baby rabbits’ home.  Their nest is all 
they know so they are familiar with it.  But now they 
are ready to leave their familiar home for the very first 
time because they are big enough.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Inside 
cover -
dedication 
page 

See, the baby rabbits inside their nest?  Notice how tiny 
they are.  They must have been a lot younger. They were 
not old enough or strong enough to leave the nest (return 
to p. 3).  But now their mother knows they are bigger and 
old enough to leave the nest.  Remember, they have never 
left the nest before.  This is their first time to leave this 
familiar place. 

Push-In and Connect 

Key Events 

Rabbits and Raindrops 
By:  Jim Arnosky 

 

Push-In 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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5-6 Notice how the mother leads her babies as they follow 
close behind her.  But it looks like the baby rabbits are 
strong enough to keep up with her.  But, notice, 
mother still stays near.  She wants to protect her 
young.                                                    

  

11-12 Notice how the baby rabbits imitate (copy, or do the 
same thing as) what their mother does.  When it starts 
to rain she stops and pays attention.  Look, the babies 
do the same thing.  They imitate her.      
                                                                                                                                

7-8 
9-10 

When she hops out onto the lawn, so do the baby rabbits. 
When she nibbles clover and leaves, they do the same 
thing.  They are able to feed themselves independently 
because she is showing them how.  They are ready to learn 
how to do things independently. 
(Return to pages  11-12)  Let’s see what happens when it 
rains. 

15-16 Notice how the young rabbits continue to imitate what 
their mother does.  That is best for them because if 
they stayed out in the rain their fur would become 
soaked with water.                                                                                                          

13-14 Notice how mother is staying close behind her young to 
see that they get safely back to shelter.  They are still 
imitating her.  They are learning what to do when it rains 
(to find shelter). 

23-24 I wonder why the turtle is just sitting out in the rain.  
He doesn’t seem to be in a hurry to find shelter.  I am 
thinking that his shell is waterproof and it protects his 
body from the rain.  
                                                                                                                                                                             

18-20 Look back here.  The butterfly tries to find shelter under 
the hedge. 
And look here.  The hummingbird also flies under the 
hedge.  All the animals except the turtle find shelter when 
it rains.  He is the only one who stays out in the rain.  The 
others come under shelter.  I am thinking that is because 
their skin is not waterproof.  It must soak up the raindrops 
and become soaking wet.   

25-26  Notice that the rabbits have left their nest for the 
second time.  Notice how eager they are to hop onto 
the lawn and how they are hopping along the side of 
their mother.  They know what to do now because she 
showed them what do to the first time.  See how they 
can keep up with her.                                                                                                 

7-8 Let’s look back at the beginning of the story.  The first time 
the rabbits left the nest, their mother went first to show 
them.  They had to stop and watch her first so they could 
learn what to do.  They didn’t hop out there with her.  
They waited to learn what to do. 
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TEACH:  Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

1 Mother rabbit, hedge, lawn  Hedge - a row of bushes 
*familiar - to already know; it is not new 

3 Five babies, nest   

5-6 Mother rabbit, sunlight  *protect - to keep safe 

7-8 Five baby rabbits  Lawn - a grassy area 

9-10 Clover, leaves, grasshoppers, spiders, 
bees 

Nibble Nibble - to chew by taking tiny bites 
*independently - to do by yourself 

11-12,  
7-9 

  *Pay attention - stop to notice what is happening 
*Imitate - copy; do the same thing as someone else 

12 Sky, raindrops, suddenly,  
waterproof 

 “All of a sudden”- came quickly, suddenly 
*waterproof - protects you from the water  

13 Fur  Fur - body covering for animals 
Soaked – absorbs a lot of water, really wet 

14 Mother rabbit Hurries  

15  Five baby rabbits, shelter Pouring Shelter- a safe place to hide or be under cover 

17 Butterfly, hedge Flutters  

20 Others - (hummingbird)   

21 Honeybees Buzz  

22 Between raindrops   

23 Rabbits all together  Shower- short gentle rain 

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
pay attention 
imitate 
protect 
independent 
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familiar 
concerned 

 
Read 1: ASK 

ASK:  Why did the rabbits leave the nest? 
 

Possible Answers:  

 Because they were old enough. 

 Because they needed to learn to be independent – to learn how to do things for themselves. 

 They were growing up and it was time for them to leave the nest. 

 Their mother wanted to teach them new things and show them the world outside the nest. 

 

Read 1: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 1: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  When you do something for the first time it can be an exciting adventure but also a little frightening when 
you are on your own.  

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.  

 



 This material is copyright protected by the Rollins Center for Language & Learning at the Atlanta Speech School.  Please reproduce for use with teachers, leaders, and parents.  For more information, 
contact the Rollins Center at Rollins@atlspsch.org. 

 
Page 5 

START: Read 2 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                              
 

Read 2: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Rabbits and Raindrops and the author, or the 

person who wrote the story, is Jim Arnosky.  

STATE:   Story Problem 

STATE:  Purpose of Read 2  Remember, these little rabbits on the cover went outside for the first time and had many new adventures?  

Let’s read and find out how they felt about their new adventure. 

 

Read 2: TEACH  

TEACH: Push-in characters’ thoughts and feelings (as they connect to key events) that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

3 Baby rabbits are ready to leave nest 
 

The baby rabbits must be thinking, “We have never been outside our nest before. It 
will be exciting to see new things.  These things are not familiar to us.  We are glad our 
mother is going with us.  She will keep us safe.”  I think the baby rabbits feel excited 
and a little scared about going outside. 

5-6 Baby rabbits follow mother as she leads 
them out into the open 

They are probably thinking, “We better follow our mother since this is the first time 
outside our nest.  We don’t know what to do.  Our mother will take care of us if 
something scary happens.” 

Push-In and Connect 
Characters’ Feelings 

with Key Events 
 

Rabbits and Raindrops 
By:  Jim Arnosky 

 

Push-In 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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7-8 Mother rabbit hops onto the lawn first. 
The baby rabbits stop and pay attention 
to what their mother does. 
 
 
 

Mother Rabbit is very concerned about her little babies going out into the big world 
by themselves.  She must be thinking, “I love my little rabbits; I want to protect them 
and keep them safe. But I know they have to learn to be independent so I must teach 
them what to do so they can protect themselves.” The baby rabbits must be thinking, 
“Oh my, this is our first time outside our nest.  Our nest is a familiar place because we 
have been there every day.  But all the things outside the nest are not familiar.  We 
better pay attention and watch our mother so that we can learn to go out on our 
own.” 

9-10 
 
 
 
 

Mother Rabbit and babies nibble clover 
and leaves on the lawn. 

Notice how the baby rabbits are imitating their mother nibbling the clover and leaves.  
They must be thinking, “Now we know how to feed ourselves.  We don’t have to 
depend on her to bring the food to the nest.” They can eat independently. Mother 
Rabbit is staying very close to her babies since this is the first time they have been out. 

11-12 Suddenly, it starts to rain and Mother 
Rabbit stops and pays attention to 
what is happening. 
 

She must be thinking, “Oh dear.  My babies’ fur will get soaked in this rain.  I must 
protect them.”  The baby rabbits must feel startled or surprised.  This is the first time 
they have been in the rain.  They are not familiar with rain; they don’t know what it is.  
They must be thinking, “What is this falling from the sky?  What do we do when this 
happens?  We better watch our mother to see what she does.”  They are still 
depending on their mother. 

13-14 Mother rabbit hurries her babies to 
shelter. 
 

Mother rabbit must be worried about her babies.  That is why she is in such a hurry to 
get them to shelter.  She is trying to protect them from getting soaked.  The babies are 
not familiar with rain showers.  This is a new experience. 

15-16 Mother and babies safe in the shelter 
 

Mother must feel relieved that her babies are safe and dry.  I wonder how the baby 
rabbits are feeling.  Maybe they are thinking about all the fun they had on their new 
adventure, the new things they did and saw (things that were not familiar).  “We got 
to hop around and get exercise; we learned to eat clover by ourselves; we saw the 
sunlight and little flying creatures.  That was fun.  We can’t wait to do it again.” 

 

TEACH: Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

1 Mother rabbit, hedge, lawn  Hedge - a row of bushes 
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*familiar - to already know; it is not new 

3 Five babies, nest   

5-6 Mother rabbit, sunlight  *protect - to keep safe 

7-8 Five baby rabbits  Lawn - a grassy area 

9-10 Clover, leaves, grasshoppers, spiders, 
bees 

Nibble Nibble - to chew by taking tiny bites 
*independently - to do by yourself 

11-12,  
7-9 

  *Pay attention - stop to notice what is happening 
*Imitate - copy; do the same thing as someone else 

12 Sky, raindrops, suddenly,  
waterproof 

 “All of a sudden”- came quickly, suddenly 
*waterproof - protects you from the water  

13 Fur  Fur - body covering for animals 
Soaked – absorbs a lot of water, really wet 

14 Mother rabbit Hurries  

15  Five baby rabbits, shelter Pouring Shelter- a safe place to hide or be under cover 

17 Butterfly, hedge Flutters  

20 Others - (hummingbird)   

21 Honeybees Buzz  

22 Between raindrops   

23 Rabbits all together  Shower- short gentle rain 

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
pay attention 
imitate 
protect 
independent 
familiar 
concerned 
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Read 2: ASK 
ASK:  How did the rabbits feel while they were on their new adventure? Why? 
 

Possible Answers:  

 Curious because they were seeing things for the first time 

 Excited because they were free to hop and explore the outside world 

 Cautious because it was their first time leaving the nest and they might have been a little afraid 

 Glad that their mother was close by 

 

Read 2: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 2: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  When you do something for the first time it can be an exciting adventure but also a little frightening when 
you are on your own. 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story. 
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START: Read 3 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                     
 

Read 3: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and have the children recall the title and author.  Remember, the title of the book is Rabbits and 

Raindrops and the author, or the person who wrote the story, is Jim Arnosky.  

STATE:   Pull-out story problem.  When these baby rabbits left their nest for the very first time it started to rain.  Rabbits’ fur is not 

waterproof so the rabbits will get soaked. 
STATE:  Purpose of Read 3  Remember, these little rabbits on the cover went outside for the first time and had many new adventures?  

Let’s read and find out how they felt about their new adventures. 

 

Read 3: TEACH  

TEACH: Pull-out key events and characters’ thoughts and feelings.  

 Read a few passages that prompt children to respond. 

 Ask questions such as “What is happening here?”  Then, connect character’s feelings to that event, “How do you think ______felt 
when that happened?” 

Page # Possible Descriptions of Events Possible Descriptions of Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

3 Baby rabbits ready to leave nest The rabbits are curious about what is outside the nest.  They are ready to explore 
outside the nest. 

5-6 Baby rabbits follow mother as she leads 
them out into the open 

The baby rabbits don’t know what to do.  They need their mother to show them.  They 
may be a little scared because they are not familiar with outside. 

Pull-Out  
Characters’ Feelings 

Key Events 

Rabbits and Raindrops 

By:  Jim Arnosky 
 

Pull-Out 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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7 Mother rabbit hops onto the lawn first. 
The baby rabbits stop and pay attention 
to what their mother does.  Then they 
imitate her.  They copy what she does. 

The mother rabbit feels concerned about her babies going outside the nest for the first 
time.  She knows that they don’t know what to do so she has to show them how. 

9-10 Mother Rabbit nibbles clover and leaves 
on the lawn.  Her babies do the same 
thing.  They imitate her.  They nibble 
clover too. 

The baby rabbits feel excited to see new things.  They like learning to eat by 
themselves.  They feel independent.  They are happy hopping around and learning 
about their world.  They are curious about the new things they see. 

11-12 All of a sudden, it starts to rain. Mother rabbit is concerned about her baby rabbits getting soaking wet because they 
are not waterproof.  The rabbits might be scared.  They need their mother. 

13-14 Mother rabbit hurries her babies to 
shelter.  She stays close behind to make 
sure they are safe and they don’t get 
lost. 

The baby rabbits feel confused.  They don’t know what is happening.  They never saw 
rain before.  Rain is not familiar to them. 

15-16 
 
 

Mother and her young are safe under 
their shelter. 
 

Mother rabbit feels relieved (glad) that her babies are safe and dry.  The baby rabbits 
are feeling safe with their mother close by.  They feel safe in their nest because it is 
familiar to them. 

17-22 The rabbits stay under the hedge and 
watch the rain.  Mother rabbit stays 
close to her young to make sure they 
are protected in the shelter. 

The baby rabbits are curious about the rain.  They like watching the rain.  They are 
thinking about how much fun they had on the lawn. 

23-24 The rain stops and the baby rabbits go 
back outside with their mother.  This 
time mother rabbit doesn’t have to 
show them how to hop onto the lawn. 
They all go together at the same time. 

They feel comfortable hopping out onto the lawn because they know what to do.  It is 
familiar to them. 
 

27-28 Rabbits are happily playing in the wet 
grass. 

They feel excited to be on another adventure.  They are having fun in a place that is 
now familiar.  The lawn is not new to them now. 

 

TEACH: Pull-out target vocabulary.  

 Provide opportunities for children to use target vocabulary. 
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Read 3: ASK 
ASK:  The final why question leads to the main idea.  Why did the mother rabbit stay near her babies when they left the nest? 
 

Possible Answers:  

 Mothers often worry about their young when they do something for the first time.  

 She wanted to protect them and make sure they were safe. 

 

Read 3: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on child’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 3: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  When you do something for the first time it can be an exciting adventure but also a little frightening when 
you are on your own. 

 Transition to next activity and pull-out how it relates to the story.  

 
 


