Strategies to Increase Bidialectalism

Bidialectalism is the ability to speak in more than one dialect. The following activities build metalinguistic
awareness, metalinguistic flexibility, and provide opportunities for students to translate between dialects. In
order for these activities to be effective, they MUST be done in the context of a supportive, safe, culturally,

and linguistically preserving environment.

Strategy

Target Language

Component

Variation

Contrastive
Analysis

Pragmatics:
different linguistic
patterns are
appropriate for
different contexts

Sentence Sorts
Have students sort
sentences into home
(spoken) or school
(written) language

based on use of

past tense - ed.

“Yesterday, | play
kick ball.”
Vs
“| planted flowers
last weekend.”

Sentence could
be used in a
matching game

Identification

Morphology:
receptive measure of
student’s knowledge

of morphemes

Grammatical Feature
Identification
Have students
choose which

grammatical feature
is being used.

Mom found
Tommy'’s lost sock
under the sofa.

Sort various
statements by
grammatical
feature

Transforming

Morphology & Syntax:
sentences can be
changed from African
American English to
Academic/Mainstream
American English and
vice versa

Cloze Sentences
Have students
choose the word
that would be
appropriate for
written language.

The (girl/girls) is
finishing her snack.

Students match
statements
playing an / Have
Who Has game

Formulation

Morphology & Syntax:
expressive measure of
student’s knowledge
sentence structure;
can be done at either
the sentence or

Sentence Creation
Provide students
with a picture and
have them create
sentences™ using a
target feature, such

connected text level

as plural -s.

** Three dogs were
running down the
Street.

Connect prompts

to related content

or text read in the
classroom

*Have students create examples of statements in academic English and first dialect. **Be sure to spend
time on features that are highly contrastive.
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