Cox Campus Guide: Power of Language, Infants and Toddlers

NOTE: This tool was created to help guide you through the Power of Language course in a meaningful and
intentional way. The course has been broken down into smaller pieces with reflection and practice built into
each. Also included are the Expected Child Outcomes that directly align to the strategies presented in Power
of Language. Learners have found that when they follow this guide, implementation of the practices is more

effective in the classroom.

Expected End-of-Year Child Outcomes for Power of Language (Infants/Toddlers):

INFANTS 0-12

YOUNG TODDLERS 12-24

OLDER TODDLERS 24-36

Communicates with familiar
adults through nonverbal (eye
gaze, body movement) and pre-
verbal (coos, babbles)
expressions

» Pounds highchair tray to show
hunger

o Squeals with delight when
teacher sings

Uses verbal expressions, gestures, and a
few words to communicate needs,
opinions, ideas, and preferences with
familiar adults, in English or in the home
language

o Points to cup and/or says “more
juice”;
o Nods and says “no like doggie”

Uses simple sentences to communicate
needs, opinions, ideas, and
preferences with adults, in English or
in the home language

o “Ithirsty.”
o« “Idon’teatpeas.”
o “Iwant the big truck.”
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Uses sounds, facial expressions,
or body movements to express
simple emotions of contentment
or discontentment

o Smiles when sees parent
e Cries when has a wet diaper

Uses verbal expressions and gestures to
express a basic range of emotions such
as happiness, sadness, and fear

Points to blanket and says “Go night,
night”

Takes a toy from another child and
responds "No, no" to express her
anger

Uses verbal and non-verbal
expressions gestures to express basic
emotions such as anger, fear,
happiness, and sadness

Stomps feet, and says, “I am mad at
you!”

Covers eyes when frightened "I don't
like it."

Imitates examples of affection
with familiar adults

Blows a kiss in response to
teacher’s gesture (blowing kiss)
Smiles in response to a
teacher's smile

Hugs in response to a teacher's
hug

Shows affection to familiar adults
nonverbally and verbally

e Hugs the teacher when entering the
classroom in the morning
Initiates sitting on teacher's lap and
says “Sit here”

Stays connected with familiar adults
using gestures, glances, and verbal
interaction

Looks at familiar adult to ensure she
is close by

Calls attention to accomplishments
by saying "Watch me!”

Engages in back and forth
exchanges with familiar adults:

e Imitates teacher’s facial
expressions

Begins to relate to, show enjoyment, and
communicate with other children

Laughs at other children who make
silly faces or noises

Holds another child’s hand and says,
“Come here”

Understands engagement in routines,
rules, and shows appropriate social
behavior

e Sits on the rug during story time
e Begins to put toys away when teacher
sings clean up song

© 2019 Rollins Center for Language & Literacy, All Rights Reserved.
For reproduction permission, contact info@readrightfromthestart.org

IR COX Campus




Shows awareness of possible
conflicts by crying, turning away,
or showing distress

e Cries when the class
participates in a fire drill
Cries when other infants start to
cry

Engages in conflicts with peers
regarding possession of items

e Says "mine" or cries when another
child has something she wants
Pushes another child who is trying to
play with the same toy

adult support

please?”

Begins to resolve peer conflicts with

e Engages in a different activity after
redirection from teacher
After adult modeling, request a turn
to play with desired toy “Truck

Cox Guide: Power of Language, Infants and Toddlers

POL Infant and
Toddler (Lessons 1
and 2)

- Why are relationships
essential to language
development?

Overview: - What ways do infants
and toddlers

This course lays th .
course iays the communicate?

foundation for all the
Rollins Center work
and gives some
background and
context. These
lessons give a

- What stands out to you
about the way the
teacher and child interact

Plan: Write out a list of the
children in your
classrooms. Jot down a few
things you know about that
particular children. Next
to what you already know,
write down one thing you
would like to learn about
that child. As you watch
this entire course, keep
this question in mind as
you consider ways you

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

- Creates a safe,
nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken

Read the
following
document in the
Resource
Library:

-Observation
guide and Safety
Nets for Infants

-Observation
guide and Safety
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preview of what you’ll | in the video from Lesson | might be able to learn language, in English Nets for
learn in the course. 2, Step 3? more about the child or in home language Toddlers
through responsive

- What does it mean to . .
Interactions.

support Dual Language
Learners through Watch: Observe the
relationships? children in your classroom
during a specific time of
day. Using the Observation
Guides for Infants or
Toddlers (see resources),
write down your thoughts
and what you hear. In what
ways are your children
trying to communicate?

Reflect: Think about your
relationships with the
children in your class. Are
they strong, supportive
and nurturing?

Think about the
opportunities you have
throughout the day to
strengthen relationships.
Use the checklist below to
mark all of the times
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throughout the day you are
currently and intentionally
building relationships:

__ Arrival

____ Morning Meeting
______Diapering/Potty
_ Outside Time
_ Meal Time
______Nap Time

_____ Departure

What times during your
day are more challenging
to build relationships? How
might you solve these
challenges? You can use
the Cox Campus
Community to receive
support and ask questions
if needed!
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POL Infant and
Toddler (Lesson 3)

Overview: This
lesson introduces the
five elements of
responsive
interactions. By the
end of this lesson, you
will:

-Have knowledge of
the five elements of
responsive
interactions

-Be able to begin
using the five
elements of
responsive
interactions in your
classroom

- Are you currently using
responsive interactions?
(tuning in, facial
expressions, touch,
gestures, and child-
directed speech)

- How can you tune-in all
throughout the day?

- What ways do you use
touch?

- Why is it important to
pair gestures with words?

Plan/Watch: Videotape
yourself or have a co-
teacher observe you and
then reflect on these
questions:

- Did I smile? Make eye
contact?

- Was I on the child’s level?

- Did I use touch (i.e. hugs,
letting child sit on my lap)?

- How were my voice and
tone? Were they warm and
respectful?

Reflect: Based on my
video reflection, what
elements of responsive
interactions do I do well?
What elements might I
need more practice or
support with?

Collaborate: The
questions posed above in
your reflections can also

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

- Creates a safe,
nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

- Uses elements of
Responsive
Interactions in his/her
conversations to build
relationships and
promote language
(positive facial
expressions, touch,
gestures, tune in and
child-directed speech)

- Responsive to
children’s interests

Read the
following
document in the
Resource
Library:

- “Guide for
Responsive
Interactions”

© 2019 Rollins Center for Language & Literacy, All Rights Reserved.
For reproduction permission, contact info@readrightfromthestart.org

IR COX Campus




become a Community
Discussion Board post in
which you and other
teachers can share your
experiences and ideas.
There you can talk about
which elements of
responsive interactions
you do well and which
elements you need for
practice or support with.

and needs (i.e.
feeding, cleaning,
soothing, etc.)

POL Infant and
Toddler (Lesson 4)

Overview: In this
lesson, you will watch
videos of Infant
teachers to gain
insight into what it
looks like to be
responsive to your
children throughout
the day.

-How do you greet your
children when they
arrive each morning?

-Are you sitting with them
while playing in various
areas of your classroom?

-In what ways can you
use songs, rhymes and
finger plays to connect
with infants?

-Why is it important to
use diapering as an
opportunity to connect

Create and Practice:
Write a list of songs,
rhymes and finger plays
that you can use during
diapering to intentionally
engage with each child.
Post your list in the diaper
changing area. Using these
songs and the 5 elements
of responsive interactions,
engage with your children
while changing them. After
a complete day using these
tools, what did you notice?
Were the children more

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

- Creates a safe,
nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

Read the
following
document in the
Resource
Library:

- “Vocabulary
for the First
Weeks of School
and Beyond for
Infants and
Toddlers”

- Rhythm and
rhyme “book”
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At the end of this
lesson, you will be
able to:

-Use the five elements
of responsive
interactions to
engage your infants
throughout the day

individually with each
child?

-Are you connecting with
your children’s families
at the end of the day?

engaged? Was diapering
smoother than usual?

- Uses elements of
Responsive
Interactions in his/her
conversations to build
relationships and
promote language
(positive facial
expressions, touch,
gestures, tune in and
child-directed speech)

- Responsive to
children’s interests
and needs (i.e.
feeding, cleaning,
soothing, etc.)

POL Infant and
Toddler (Lesson 5)

Overview:
Throughout this
lesson, you will watch
videos of Young
Toddler teachers
modeling responsive
interactions in their

-What might it mean to a
child to hear his home
language spoken at
school by his teacher?

-In Lesson 5, Step 4 there
is a video of a teacher,
Shaquita, playing with
her children in the
dramatic play area. What
do you notice about her

Reflect: Think about how
you currently interact with
your children while you
are outside. Are you
communicating with them
using descriptive words?
Are you talking to them
about their actions (i.e “I

see you pedaling the bike.

You’re going so fast!”)?

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

- Creates a safe,
nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities

Read the
following
documents in
the Resource
Library:

- “Vocabulary
for the First
Weeks of School
and Beyond for
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classrooms all day
long.

At the end of this
course, you will be
able to:

-Use the five elements
of responsive
interactions to
engage young
toddlers throughout
the day

interactions with each
child in that center?

-In what ways can you
connect what children
learn in the classroom to
real life experiences?

-Why is it important to
narrate or describe both
your actions and the
children’s actions and
use specific names for
objects?

Think also about naptime.
Are there opportunities for
you to be responsive to
children who are having a
hard time falling asleep or
staying asleep?

throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

- Uses elements of
Responsive
Interactions in his/her
conversations to build
relationships and
promote language
(positive facial
expressions, touch,
gestures, tune in and
child-directed speech)

- Responsive to
children’s interests
and needs (i.e.
feeding, cleaning,
soothing, etc.)

Infants and
Toddlers”

- “The Power of
Language
Teaching Aid”

-“101 Tier 1
Words in
English and
Spanish”

POL Infant and
Toddler (Lesson 6)

Overview: In this
lesson, you will see
Older Toddler

-How can you use
morning meeting to
engage and connect with
each child?

Watch: Videotape yourself
(or have a co-teacher
observe you) during
mealtime and reflect on
these questions:

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

Read the
following
documents in
the Resource
Library:
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teachers engage with
children in ways that
are supportive,
engaging and
nurturing.

At the end of this
lesson, you will be
able to:

-Use the five elements
of responsive
interactions to
engage your older
toddlers throughout
the day

-In Lesson 6, Step 4 there
is a video of a teacher,
Kenya, comforting a
child, Harper. What
elements of responsive
interactions do you see in
the video?

-Why is transition time so
important?

-How can you model
language through
handwashing?

-What stands out to you
the most about the
communication between
the teacher and child
seen in the video in
Lesson 6, Step 97

-Am I sitting with the
children as they eat (eye
level, close proximity)?

-Am I talking about the
foods that they’re eating?

-Are we having a back and
forth exchange on a single
topic?

- Am I pushing in language
and modeling correct
sentence structure and
grammar?

Reflect: What I am
currently doing for
transitions? What is going
well? What would I like to
do differently? Some
guiding questions as you
think through transitions
are as follows:

Is it meaningful and
intentional (connected to a

- Creates a safe,
nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

- Uses elements of
Responsive
Interactions in his/her
conversations to build
relationships and
promote language
(positive facial
expressions, touch,
gestures, tune in and
child-directed speech)

- Responsive to
children’s interests
and needs (i.e.
feeding, cleaning,
soothing, etc.)

- “Morning
Meeting” for
Infant/Toddler

- “Vocabulary
for the First
Weeks of School
and Beyond for
Infants and
Toddlers”

- “101 Tier 2
Words in
English and
Spanish”
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theme or storybook; tied in
to a real life experience for
the children; active and
engaging)? Are we using
songs/music? Do the
children know what to
do/expect?

POL Infant and
Toddler (Lessons 1
and 8)

Overview: By the end
of these lessons, you
will be ready to plan
for each day in a way
that maximizes
opportunities for
responsive
interactions and
building language.

-Why is it important to
plan for responsive
interactions?

-How can you get to know

your children and their
developmental levels?

-How do you partner with

families?

-What does having a plan
look like for responsive

interactions in your
classroom?

Connect: Connect with
other teachers in the
Community Discussion
Board by answering the
following question — What
are 2 ideas for how you may
be able to involve families
of the children in your
classroom in your efforts to
build early language
development?

Discover: If you are not
already familiar with
GELDS (Georgia Early
Learning and Development
Standards) or if it has been
awhile since you looked at
them, take this opportunity
to learn more about GELDS

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

-Are able to create a
plan for how to be
responsive throughout
the day

-Creates a safe,
nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

Read the
following
documents in
the Resource
Library:

- “Guide for
Responsive
Interactions”

- “Planning for
Responsive
Interactions”

- “Building
Partnerships
with Families”

- “All About Me
and My Family”
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and how they tie into what | - Uses elements of - “Family

you are doing in the Responsive Language and
classroom. Interactions in his/her | Culture Survey
http://gelds.decal.ga.gov/ | conversations to build | (English and
relationships and Spanish)”
promote language
(positive facial
expressions, touch,
gestures, tune in and
child-directed speech)

- “Having
Meaningful
Conversations
for Families”

- Responsive to
children’s interests
and needs (i.e.
feeding, cleaning,
soothing, etc.)

-Find ways to include
your families in
building language
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