
 

 

 

REAL Time 
Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 

 
Read and Explore 

STATE:  Key Concept(s) in the Form of a Question – When we read Farfallina and Marcel, I had some questions.  In this story 
(show page 14), Farfallina climbed the tree because it was time for her to change into a butterfly. Well I was wondering how she 
changed from a caterpillar to a butterfly.  
 
Purpose of the Read (to find out about key concept) – I found this informational book about butterflies that will tell us the answer.   
The title of my informational book is Butterflies. Let’s read and see if we can find out how a caterpillar changes into a butterfly. 
 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Key Concept(s) - Question I had:  How does a caterpillar change into a butterfly? 
 

Push-In and Pull-
Out Key Concepts 

Complex/Sophisticated Storybook:  Farfallina and Marcel by Holly Keller 
Informational Text(s):  Butterflies by Gail Saunders- 

Smith 
Key Concept(s):  Life cycle of a butterfly 

 

Push-In and Pull-Out 
Information Needed to 
Comprehend Complex 

Storybook 



 

 

Page # Information to Push -In Web Tools  to Teach  Vocabulary 

Table of Contents  First I  am going to turn to the table of 
contents.  (Point to the table of  
contents)  The table of contents tells  us 
what is in  the book and the page that it  
is on. So here I  can find out if  the 
information I  need is in  this book.  I  see 
that it  says, eggs,  c aterpillars,  
chrysalises, and butterflies.  It  also tells  
me there is more information in the 
back of the book like a  glossary where 
we can learn more.  I ’m thinking though 
we should start reading on page 5 
where it  talks about eggs.  

Table of  Contents   

4-5 “A butterfly lays eggs on a plant.”  Look 
here in the photograph,  you can see the 
butterfly and she is  laying the eggs on a 
plant. I ’m wondering if  we can turn to 
the glossary to learn more about eggs.  
Let’s turn to the back of  the book.  

Photograph 
 

 

22 The heading at the top of my page says, 
“words to know.” So, this is the glossary 
where it  tells us the meaning of 
important words.  Let's look,  right here 
it says egg and it tells me what that 
word means, the definition. An egg is  
the beginning stage of a  butterfly.  Oh,  

Heading, glossary 
 

Egg-the beginning 
stage of a butterfly 



 

 

so we just learned something! 
Butterflies go through stages when 
they grow. The first stage is starting or 
beginning as an egg like we saw in this 
first picture (turn back to page 5).  Let’s  
keep reading and see what happens 
next!  

6-7 Read the page and point to the 
photograph.  I  noticed many small  eggs 
on the leaf ,  I  wonder what will  happen 
to the eggs?  

Photograph  

8-11 Read page and point to photograph. 
This caterpillar looks l ike Farfallina did 
at the beginning of  our story.  So now 
we know that Farfallina began her l ife 
as an egg and then grew into a 
caterpillar just l ike this one,  let's  turn 
back to the glossary and find out what a 
caterpillar is.  A caterpillar is the worm -
like stage of  a butterfly’s l ife.  So, the 
egg was the first stage of a  butterfly’s 
l ife and the caterpil lar is  the 2 n d  stage. 
Let’s keep reading and see what 
happens next!  

Photograph Caterpillar-  
worm-like stage 
of a butterfly’s 
l ife 

12-13-14 Read page and point  to photograph.  

Hmm I am not sure what the word chrysalis 

means. Let's turn the back to the glossary to 

Photograph Chrysalis- hard 
outer shell 
Protects- keep safe 



 

 

see if we can find the meaning of the word 

chrysalis". (Read the meaning) So now we know 

that a Chrysalis is a hard-outer shell, it protects 

the caterpillar while it continues to grow. 

15-16-17 Read page and point to photograph. I  
noticed the butterfly is hatching out of  
the chrysalis.  So now we have learned 
that a  butterfly begins as an egg,  the n 
grows into a caterpillar,  then 
transforms into a chrysalis,  and then 
becomes a butterfly.  

Photograph Hatch (point and 
act) comes out of  
Transforms- 
changes 

18-19 Read page and point to photograph. So,  
the caterpillar turns into a butterfly 
this is what Farfallina was doing when 
she was up in the tree for so long…she 
was growing into a butterfly!   

Photograph  

20-21 Read page and point to photograph. 
Wow! So we just learned about the 
different stages of a butterfly’s l ife.  It  
begins as an egg . Then grows  into a 
caterpillar.  Next the caterpillar turns 
into a chrysalis  and continues to grow. 
And finally it becomes a beautiful  
butterfly just l ike Farfallina! A 
butterfly is an insect with large, often 
colored wings.  

Photograph Butterfly -an 
insect with large,  
often colored 
wings.  



 

 

 
 
 

Ask and Learn 
ASK:  Question Related to Key Concept – What are the stages of a butterfly’s life cycle?  
 
Possible Answers 

- Egg 
- Caterpillar  
- Chrysalis  
- Butterfly 

 

 

RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children’s  interests and follow through/explore at  the appropriate time.  
-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
-  Use correct syntax.  
-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by adding more information.  



 

 

 


