
 

   
 

 
TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: What Happens Next? Seed to 
Plant 

Author: Scholastic 

Tune-In Example 
Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 
“The farmer plants the seeds. The farmer plants the 
seeds. Hi ho the Dairy O, the farmer plants the seeds! 
(Other verses repeat the following lines: “The sun comes 
out to shine.” “The rain begins to fall.” “The seeds begin 
to grow.” “The vegetables are here!”) 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

“The name of this book is What Happens Next? Seed to 
Plant. I see a little girl picking a tomato off a plant. I 
wonder how this tomato grew. Let’s read and find out!” 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 
 Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see 

what happens next.”  

Adaptations for DLL:   
1. Introduce the book in home, or first, language first, 2. Provide visual cues (pictures, prop, etc.), 3. Translate key 
vocabulary in children’s home language and make connections between home, or first, language throughout the story 
whenever possible. 4. Refer to page 2 for DLL planning information 
 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

2 Seed 
“What happens?” 

(Shrug) 
Seed – it grows 

into a plant 

I see this little boy putting a seed 
into the soil, into the dirt! He will 
cover it up with soil and wait. Let’s 
see what happens next! 

4 Water, Plant 
Grows,  

“What happens?: 

Watering – to put 
water on a plant to 

make it grow 
Grow- to get bigger 

 

Look! The little girl is watering the 
small tomato plants. These plants 
grew from the seeds the little boy 
planted. Now they need water and 
sunshine to grow, to get bigger. 

Guiding questions to consider: 

 What will you do to tune in and 
engage the child/children with this 
book? 

 
 What will you say to introduce this 

book? 

 



 

   
 

6 Tomatoes, Green, Red “What happens?” 
Tomatoes—a kind 

of plant that is 
good to eat 

Oh, now tomatoes are growing on 
the plant! They look so good to eat! 

8 Tomatoes 
Pick, “ 

What happens?” 
 

I see that the tomatoes are red now 
That means that they are ripe, they 
are ready to eat. So, the little girl is 
picking them to eat! 

10 Tomatoes Eat, Yum  

I think that this boy loves to eat 
tomatoes! The tomatoes grew on the 
plant, that started as just a little 
seed! 

11, 12 
Seed, Water, 

Tomatoes 
Pick, Eat  

Look at all these are all the things 
that happened in this book!  

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read all about a tomato plant. Let’s look back 
and see how a tomato plant grows from a seed.” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants and 
young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions about 
events, characters’ actions or feelings. One example for 
this book could be “ Why does the little girl water the 
tomato plant?” 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Suggested 
Pages for 
Summarizing 
 
Pg.2 
Pg.4 
Pg.8 
Pg. 10 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Seed – grows into a 

plant 
2. Grow – gets bigger 
3. Tomato – a plant 

that is good to eat 
4. Water – to put 

water on a plant to 
make it grow 

5. Soil - dirt 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

• Read the book with DLLs in their home language. If you don’t speak the home language(s), who will you ask to read 
the book with children in their home language(s)? A family member? A community volunteers? Other staff? 
_______________________________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s home language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages?  Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish: 
     1. Seed - Semilla (sah-me-ya) 
     2. Grow - Crecer (creh-ser) 
     3. Tomato - Tomate (toe-mah-tay) 

           4. Water (as in water a plant) - regar las plantas 
     5.  Soil - Suelo (swell-o) 

• What props or materials will you use? _____________________________________________ 
• Additional supports for this book:   

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 
*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book. 


