
LITERACY AND 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Older Toddlers 

 

 

Equality    ·    Choice   ·     Voice    ·    Dialogue    ·    Reflection    ·    Reciprocity    ·    Praxis 

 

 



 

 

Older Toddler Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Family 
 

 
 
 

                         
 
 

  

SEPTEMBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A FAMILY? WHO IS SPECIAL TO ME?  

Use child 
directed speech, 

touch, and a 
joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 
experiences 

while reading.

Model book 
handling skills 

without 
interrupting the 

flow of the story. 
“Let’s turn the 
page and see 
what happens 

next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 

key vocabulary 
to name pictures.

After reading, 
ask open-ended 
questions about 
events and the 

actions and 
feelings of  
characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners

•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even 
when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•Before reading the book in English to the whole class for the first time, read it to DLLs in English in a small group to facilitate comprehension and participation.

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story. One helpful support for dual language learners is to make connections between 
words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language. 
•Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning): 

Precious/precioso(a) (preh-syoh-soh), Complete/completo(a) (kohm-pleh-toh), Explore/explorar (ehks-ploh-rahr), Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr),
Included/incluído(a) (eeng-klwee-doh), Problems/problema (proh-bleh-mah), Solution/solución (soh-loo-syohn)

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading.
•Invite children to do the actions of the Act words with you to promote engagement and comprehension.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day. 
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 
•Books available in Spanish: My Friends/Mis Amigos, Friends/Amigos

After Read Alouds



 

 

 
Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 

Focus on tier 2 words. 
 
Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new 
words depending on the stage of language 
development of the children in your classroom. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and loving 
interactions and capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the illustration on 
the book’s cover. Name the title of 
the book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement. 
(Include an example of open-
ended question) 

 
 

 
 

Salsa Lullaby 
by Jen Arena 

 
 

 
Excited/emocionado(a) (eh-moh-syoh-nah-doh): 
very happy/ estar muy content(a) por algo 

Relaxed/relajado(a) (rreh-lah-hah-doh): feel 
easy, loose, and calm/ sentirse en calma, 
tranquilo(a) 

Calm/tranquilo(a) (trahng-kew-loh): 
relaxed/sentirse relajado  

Delighted/encantado(a) (ehng-kahn-tah-doh): 
very happy/ estar muy content(a) por algo 

 
PAT 
P: silly face A: dance, sway glide, twist, happily, 
sleepily, cuddle, T: beat, pace, lullaby 

 
Tune in to your toddlers by 
playing, singing, and dancing to 
a favorite song before you begin 
the read. Notice and say that 
they seem excited and happy as 
they dance and sing. As you sit 
down, invite them to relax and 
feel calm by taking a deep 
breath with you as you settle in 
to read the book.   
 

 
Music, singing, and dancing 
makes me so happy. I could tell 
by your dancing that this music 
and dancing made you all happy 
too! Music can also make me feel 
calm, or quiet. Or even relaxed – 
just easy and quiet. The name of 
our story is Salsa Lullaby. It is a 
story about a family who loves 
music. Let’s read and find out 
what music did to help this family 
have fun, and then become calm, 
or quiet, and go to sleep. 

 
We just read about a family 
and their nighttime Salsa 
Lullaby. They were so 
excited or so happy and full 
of energy, as they sang, 
danced, jumped, and then 
relaxed and were calm and 
joyful together. How did the 
family feel as they danced 
together? Let’s look back 
and see what the music 
inspired them to do and 
feel across this book.  

 

 
 

Welcome Song 
for Baby - a 
lullaby for 
newborns 

By Richard Van 
Camp 

Welcome/bienvenida (byehn-beh-nee-dah): we 
are so glad you are here/ estamos muy contentos 
de que estés aquí 

Precious/precioso(a) (preh-syoh-soh): very loved/ 
muy querido(a); bello(a) 

Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): everyone in the 
same place/ todos(as) en el mismo lugar 

Complete/completo(a) (kohm-pleh-toh): having 
everyone and everything we need/ tener a todos 
o todo lo que hace falta 

Change/cambiar (kahm-byahr): to make 
something different/ hacer que algo sea diferente 

 
PAT 
P: kiss, holding close A: rises, kissed T: cherished, 
sacred, responsibility, feast, caretaker, gently 

 
Welcome, precious (child’s 
name).  
We love you, yes it’s true! We 
love to be together. We’re more 
complete here now with you.   
(To the tune of The more we get 
together) 

 
This book, Welcome Song for 
Baby, is a lullaby, a song that 
helps babies and children fall 
asleep remembering how loved 
they are. You are so loved too! 
Let’s read this book and think 
about why these babies are so 
special and how loved and 
wonderful you are! 

 
We just read this book 
celebrating how precious 
and loved you are! The 
world is more complete 
with you in it! How are 
these babies so special? 
Let’s look back and see how 
these families celebrated 
the children in this book  



 

 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 
Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending on 
the stage of language development of the children in your classroom. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in playful 
and loving interactions and capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of 
the book and the 
purpose for reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement. 
(Include an example of 
open-ended question) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

My 
Friends/Mis 

Amigos 
by Taro Gomi 

Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh): someone we do things with and 
who helps us, teaches us, and who we also help and teach/ alguien 
con quien hacemos cosas y que nos ayuda, nos enseña, y a quien 
también ayudamos y enseñamos 

Learn/aprender (ah-pren-dare): tried something and figured it out/ 
descubrir algo nuevo 

Explore/explorar (ehks-ploh-rahr): to look around carefully and see 
what we can learn and discover/ mirar a nuestro alrededor 
cuidadosamente a ver qué podemos aprender y descubrir  

Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr): to make someone interested in 
learning about or trying something/ hacer que alguien se interese 
en aprender o probar algo 

Imitate/imitar (ee-mee-tahr): to do what others do/ hacer lo que 
otros hacen 
 
PAT 
P: animals, people, things she imitates, A: walk, jump, climb, run, 
march, nap, smell, kick, sing T: study: to learn new things 

Smile At Our Friends 
This is the way we smile at our friends,  
smile at our friends, smile at our friends.  
This is the way we smile at our friends.  
Let’s read a book today! 
 
(To the tune of “Here We Go Round the 
Mulberry Bush”) 

This book is about a 
little girl who was 
inspired to learn 
different things as she 
imitated, or did the 
same thing as, her 
animal friends. I know 
that friends help each 
other and do many 
things together. Let’s 
see how these friends 
inspire each other and 
learn and grow 
together!    

We just read about a 
little girl who imitated, 
or copied, other animals. 
She was inspired, or 
wanted to do things, and 
she learned so much 
from her different 
friends. How did this 
little girls friends inspire 
her? Let’s look back and 
see. 

 

 
 

Friends/ 
Amigos:  
My first 
bilingual 

book 
by Milet 

Publishing 

Together/juntos (hoon-tos): everyone in the same place/ todos(as) 
en el mismo lugar 

Kind/amable (ah-mah-blay): to be helpful, gentle, and nice to 
others/ ser útil, gentil y amable con los demás 

Included/incluído(a) (eeng-klwee-doh): a part of something/ que 
forma parte de algo 

Problem/problema (proh-bleh-mah): something that isn’t going 
well right now/ algo que no va bien en este momento 

Solution/solución (soh-loo-syohn): a way to fix or help when a 
problem happens/ una forma de arreglar o ayudar cuando ocurre 
un problema 

The More We Get Together 
The more we get together, together, together 
The more we get together the happier we’ll 
be. 
For your friends are my friends- 
And my friends are your friends 
The more we get together the happier we’ll 
be! 
 Another great song option:  
Hello, (child’s name)!  
(Child’s name) is our friend.  
We love (child’s name) and we’re glad she is 
our friend! (sing for each child)  
*Note- if you have children who are Dual 
Language Learners learn hello in their first 
language and replace  

Our book today is 
called Friends. This is a 
book about friends who 
love and care for each 
other. It is also about 
the happiness everyone 
feels when they are 
together with their 
friends and being kind 
to their friends.  Let’s 
read and think about 
what it means to be a 
friend. 

We just read about 
friends. How did the 
friends feel when they 
were together? Let’s 
look back and see. 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Salsa Lullaby
Excited/emocionado (eh-moh-syoh -nah-doh): very happy/ estar muy content(a) por algo
Relaxed/relajado (rreh-lah-hah-doh): feel easy, loose, and calm/ sentirse en calma, tranquilo(a)
Calm/tranquilo(a) (trahng-kew-loh): relaxed/sentirse relajado 
Delighted/encantado(a) (ehng-kahn-tah-doh): very happy/estar muy content(a) por algo

Welcome Song for Baby 
Welcome/bienvenida (byehn-beh-nee-dah): we are so glad you are here/ estamos muy contentos de que estés aquí
Precious/precioso(a) (preh-syoh-soh): very loved/ muy querido(a); bello(a)
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): everyone in the same place/ todos(as) en el mismo lugar
Complete/completo(a) (kohm-pleh-toh): having everyone and everything we need/ tener a todos o todo lo que hace falta
Change/cambiar (kahm-byahr): to make something different/ hacer que algo sea diferente

Inquiry Questions:  What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Ask families what songs help them relax and what songs make them excited and eager to dance. Encourage the families to listen to those songs together at home 
and invite them to create a playlist to share with the class.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Welcome Song for Baby: Precious/precioso(a) (preh-syoh-soh), Complete/completo(a)



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Transitions: 

Check in with children 
to see how they are feeling 

when they complete something, 
when they to do something 

together with their friends. Notice 
for them when as a class you 

are changing from one part of 
your routines to another. Lift 

excited and relaxed when 
appropriate.

Morning 
Transition:

During morning drop off, 
greet the child and family- 

Welcome (child’s name), I am so 
excited you are here at school 
today. Now we are together!

Music 
and Movement:

Engage with a child/small 
group by sitting on the floor. Play a 

diversity of music with different tempos 
and dance together- moving the scarves 

to the beat of the music. Together say 
whether the music and movement seems 
excited or relaxed. Announce to the child 

when you are ready to change the 
song.

Morning 
Meeting Song: 

Welcome, precious (child’s 
name). We love you, yes it’s 

true! We love to be together. 
We’re more complete here now 

with you. 

(Tune of “The More We Get 
Together”)

Family 
Connection:

Ask families to record 
themselves singing a song 

to their child or send in 
the name of one of their 

favorite songs.  

Nap 
Time/Quiet 

Time:

As a child prepares for 
nap, soothe the child with a 

comforting song.  Ask if they are 
feeling relaxed. Do you have a 

special song for nap time?

Salsa Lullaby
by Jen Arena

&
Welcome Song for Baby
 by Richard Van Camp



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
My Friends/Mis Amigos
Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh): someone we do things with and who helps us, teaches us, and who we also help and teach/ alguien con quien hacemos cosas y que 
nos ayuda, nos enseña, y a quien también ayudamos y enseñamos
Learn/aprender (ah-pren-dare): tried something and figured it out/ descubrir algo nuevo
Explore/explorar (ehks-ploh-rahr): to look around carefully and see what we can learn and discover/ mirar a nuestro alrededor cuidadosamente a ver qué podemos 
aprender y descubrir 
Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr): to make someone interested in learning about or trying something/ hacer que alguien se interese en aprender o probar algo
Imitate/imitar (ee-mee-tahr): to do what others do/ hacer lo que otros hacen
Friends/Amigos 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): everyone in the same place/ todos(as) en el mismo lugar
Kind/amable (ah-mah-blay): to be helpful, gentle, and nice to others/ ser útil, gentil y amable con los demás
Included/incluído(a) (eeng-klwee-doh): a part of something/ que forma parte de algo
Problem/problema (proh-bleh-mah): something that isn’t going well right now/ algo que no va bien en este momento
Solution/solución (soh-loo-syohn): a way to fix or help when a problem happens/ una forma de arreglar o ayudar cuando ocurre un problema

Inquiry Questions:  What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Ask families to talk to their child about their friends. What makes their friendships special? Encourage the families to ask their child about his/her friends and 
what they enjoy doing together. 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from My Friends and Friends/Amigos: Explore/explorar (ehks-ploh-rahr),  Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr), Included/incluído(a) (eeng-
klwee-doh), Problem/problema (proh-bleh-mah), Solution/solución (soh-loo-syohn)



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Outdoor Play: 

Lead children in rousing 
pretend and movement play with: 

Can you imitate me (running/
jumping/ climbing, etc.)? and 

Be inspired to (run like a horse/sing 
like a bird/swim like a fish). 

Song/Fingerplay:

The more we get together, 
together, together

The more we get together the happier 
we’ll be.

For your friends are my friends-

And my friends are your friends

The more we get together the happier 
we’ll be!

Math:

Teacher and child work to put 
together a puzzle. How can we solve 
this puzzle together? Where should 
this piece go? Maybe say, “Hm, this 
piece isn’t fitting, that’s a problem! 
Do you have a solution to fix our 

problem?”

Library Area: 

Use a puppet to tell a story to 
a child/small group. Prompt the 

children to use the puppet to tell a 
story with a problem (trouble) and a 

solution (a way to fix the trouble) 
to a friend.

Family Connection:

Ask families to send in a 
picture of their child. Create a 

“Friends” classroom album with 
pictures of all the children. Place it 
in the library! If a friend is missing 

that day, get out the book and 
wish them well.

Art:

Using paper and crayons/
marker, encourage children 

to decorate a paper. Connect 
their artwork together to 
create a friendship quilt.

My Friends/Mis Amigos
by Taro Gomi

&
Friends/Amigos

 by Milet Publishing


