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Inquiry Questions: How can we take care of ourselves and each other?
What does it mean to show kindness?

Focus Words:

Include/incluir (eeng-klweer): to make someone or something part of a group/hacer que alguien o algo sea parte de un grupo
Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): to come together/juntar

Shelter/refugio (rreh-foo-hyoh) (noun): a safe place/un lugar seguro

Protect/proteger (proh-teh-hehr): to keep safe/dar seguridad o cuidar de algo o alguien para que no le pase nada

Enough/suficiente (soo-fee-syehn-teh): all that is needed/que no necesitamos mas

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!

Integrate children’s first languages!

Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language.

Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.

If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who - a colleague, volunteer, or family member - can support you in this effort. Even when the book
is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day.

e Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.

e Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the
pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language.
Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Partner with Families:
Greeting others and welcoming them is a way to help others feel included and part of the community. Ask families how they greet and welcome others. Invite
families to share different greetings in their first language. Use the greetings throughout the day and when you greet family members.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day
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Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book
Week of:

Class: Preschool / PreK Theme:

Outside Play:

While outside, invite the
children to gather under a
parachute (pretend its a big
umbrella) as you include
everyone.

Be creative! Create
your own connected
activities.

The Big Umbrella

STEM Center:

At the water table, invite children

to create a shelter for a plastic figure to

protect him from the rain. (Provide materials
for creating the shelter - building blocks,
cardboard, sticks, scrap materials, etc.)

Provide a watering can or cup for the children to
create rain. How does their shelter protect the
plastic figure? Are some materials better than
others for creating a shelter? Is their shelter
big enough for other figures to gather
and stay safe?

Routines/
Classroom Community:

caring.

Another time, invite children to gather
at the carpet and share their

pictures of their families.

by Amy June Bates

In circle time or morning meeting
have discussions about being
welcoming (including everyone) and

Family Connection:

Encourage each family to
take a picture together under an

umbrella (or blanket/sheet). Place
the pictures on a display wall that
shows how families feel safe and
happy together.

Morning Meeting/
Circle Time/
Shared Writing/SEL:

After reading The Big Umbrella, talk together
about the thoughts and feelings the characters
had when everyone was included, when there
was enough to share, and when they gathered
together to be protected and safe.

How do we feel when everyone is included,
when everyone shares, and when we make sure
everyone is safe and protected? How can we
work together so everyone feels this way.

Scribe children’s thoughts and ideas.

Changes to the
Environment/SEL/
Emergent Writing:

Create a replica of a big umbrella using
construction paper. Place it in the writing
area. You can say that there is enough space

under the umbrella to shelter everyone.
Encourage children to write their names on a
small piece of paper and place it under the
umbrella. You can extend this to include
names of other members of their
families they would like to include.
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