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Emergent Writing 

Activities 

Using many engaging and meaningful activities will 
motivate children to use writing to share ideas, express 
thoughts and feelings, and communicate useful 
information. 

Centers 
Because children are especially engaged and eager to 
communicate at centers, use that time to help them express 
themselves through writing. 

Writing Center 

• Make the writing center a rich, encouraging environment. 

• Keep the writing center well stocked with a wide variety 
of tools and accessories.  

• Offer reading materials that show children different types 
of writing. 

Other Centers 

Be sure to incorporate writing into other centers. Here are 
some ideas: 

• In a dramatic play center: set up as a store; help 
children create order forms, receipts, grocery lists, and 
checks 

• In the block center: encourage children to write 
blueprints for their creations 

• In the science center: provide observation logs for     
the children 

Be creative as you bring writing into center time and adapt 
activities to fit individual children’s needs. 

 

Writing Activities 
Planning 

As you plan, always think about the specific needs of the 
children: 

• What writing types are they working on? 

• What emergent writing stage are most of them in? 

Then, develop activities that help children grow as writers. 

Sample Activities: Writing Names 

The emergent writing courses and resources will help you 
find good writing activities that focus on different writing 
types and stages. Since preschool and pre-k children 
should be given the 
opportunity to write their 
names daily, here we’ve 
included some examples 
of activities for this writing 
type: 

• Daily Sign-In Sheet: 
Children’s names are 
listed with ample space 
for them to sign in next to  
their names as they arrive. 

• Turns Lists: Children can sign up to take turns at 
centers. 

• Writing Center: Name cards for all the children in the 
class should be placed in the writing center. At the 
beginning of the year, each card should include the photo 
and name of a child in the class. Later in the year, cards 
with just names should replace the photo cards so that 
children will begin to attend to differences in print. 
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