
Early Literacy Course Syllabus

The International Dyslexia Association’s (IDA) Knowledge and Practice Standards for Teachers of Reading 
Coursework is aligned with IDA’s Knowledge and Practice Standards (KPS) for Teachers of Reading. The 
KPS outline the knowledge and skill that all teachers of reading should possess. Standard 1 addresses 
foundational concepts, derived from interdisciplinary research, about reading development and reading 
difficulties. Standard 2 covers knowledge of diverse reading profiles, including dyslexia. Standard 3 pertains 
to knowledge of assessment. Standard 4 addresses Structured LiteracyTM teaching, offering detailed 
guidance with regard to the nature of effective instruction in each major domain (phonological sensitivity 
and phoneme awareness; phonics and word recognition; reading fluency; vocabulary; listening and reading 
comprehension; and written expression). Standard 4 also offers guidance regarding expectations for teachers 
engaged in field work or practicum (e.g., in interpretation of assessments, planning differentiated instruction, 
lesson design, corrective feedback, and so forth). Standard 5 delineates ethical standards for the profession. A 
copy of the KPS can be found here: https://app.box.com/s/21gdk2k1p3bnagdfz1xy0v98j5ytl1wk.  

Course Instructor
	o Cox Campus, written by Makini Coleman and Salley Edwards and facilitated by Makini Coleman and 
Nathan Thimpson

	o info@coxcampus.org 

Course Description
	o Adapted from the work of Expert Contributor – Dr. Deborah Glaser, Reading Teacher’s Top Ten 
Tools, in this course teachers will learn about the importance of print awareness, phonemic 
awareness, and alphabet knowledge.

Course Calendar 
	o This course is 100% online and asynchronous. Simply register for your FREE Cox Campus account, 
select the course, and begin. This delivery style allows you to complete the course at the time and 
pace that works best for your schedule.

Required Assignments
	o In Course Knowledge Checks – these will cover content delivered via the on-screen facilitator and 
through accountable readings and are made up of several question types, including: 

	o Multiple Choice
	o Select All That Apply
	o True/False
	o Drag and Drop
	o Fill in the Blank

End of Course Assessment
	o At the end of this course, you will take an End of Course Assessment to gauge your knowledge of 
the material presented. You must score an 80% or above to pass the assessment and receive credit 
for the course. You will receive explicit feedback on any questions you answer incorrectly. You will 
then have the opportunity to go back and review the sections you missed questions from before 
reattempting the assessment.

https://app.box.com/s/21gdk2k1p3bnagdfz1xy0v98j5ytl1wk


End of Course Assessment
	o Please note: this End of Course Assessment only gauges your comprehension of the topic covered 
in this specific course. In order to earn IDA Program Completion, you will need to complete all Cox 
Campus Structured Literacy coursework, including passing the End of Course Assessment on each, 
then pass the Exit Exam (a comprehensive final exam covering all required KPS knowledge areas 
that have been covered in the structured literacy courses).
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Accountable Reading
Throughout this course you will be presented with REQUIRED accountable reading(s). Take all the 
time you need to read and synthesize the information in each reading. You will be presented with 
knowledge checks to verify your understanding when you return to the course.

Accountable Readings for Early Literacy: 
	o Lesson 1, Step 11: Gradual Release of Responsibility  
	o Lesson 1, Step 11: Gradual Release of Responsibility Instructional Framework: Fisher and Frey 
	o Lesson 1, Step 11: KEYS to Great Teaching - Gradual Release of Responsibility 
	o Lesson 1, Step 12: Assessment of Instructional Vocabulary 
	o Lesson 1, Step 12: Instructional Language Teaching Tips 
	o Lesson 2, Step 3: Concepts of Print/Print Awareness Indicators 
	o Lesson 3, Step 6: Phoneme Isolation Routine 
	o Lesson 3, Step 6: Phonemic Awareness Continuum and Instructional Routines 
	o Lesson 3, Step 8: Chaining Teaching Routine  
	o Lesson 3, Step 8: Chaining Lists  
	o Lesson 3, Step 11: Phonological Sensitivity Activity Bundle 
	o Lesson 3, Step 12: Building Phoneme Awareness: Know What Matters by International Dyslexia 
Association 

	o Lesson 3, Step 12: Alphabet Knowledge/Phonemic Awareness Word List 
	o Lesson 3, Step 13: English Phoneme Articulation and Spelling Bundle 
	o Lesson 3, Step 13: Spanish Phoneme Articulation Bundle 
	o Lesson 4, Step 6: Letter Formation: Paths of Motion 
	o Lesson 4, Step 11: Phoneme Grapheme Chart 
	o Lesson 4, Step 12: Alphabet Knowledge Instructional Routine ABC Order 
	o Lesson 4, Step 12:  Alphabet Knowledge Instructional Routine Cox Campus Order 
	o Lesson 4, Step 12:  Alphabet Knowledge Review Book 

Early Literacy Course Syllabus



	o Lesson 4, Step 12:  Letter Cards for Small Group 
	o Lesson 4, Step 12:  Letter Tiles for Student Use 
	o Lesson 4, Step 12:  Letter Formation: Paths of Motion 
	o Lesson 4, Step 12: Enhancing Alphabet Knowledge Instruction: Research Implications and Practical 
Strategies for Early Childhood Educators 

	o Lesson 4, Step 14: Pre-Decoding Bundle
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