
START Planning Tool: Story Books Reads

START Read Planning Template
For use with complex storybooks: books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking.

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story:

Story Title: Author:

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd: Children Retell Story
Purpose of Read: Purpose of Read: Purpose of Read:

Main Idea:
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of
tier two words)

Teach
Pg.# Point Act Tell

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for
use throughout your reads and throughout the day. Be sure to include these words in your
“Think Alouds”:

1.
2.
3.
4.



START Planning Template

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from 
this guide onto sticky notes and place on the back cover and inside your book. Or
consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes directly into 
your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note.

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds

Choose a few pages of 
the book that include
significant events.

Use the following
scaffolds to elicit
responses from the
children in your class:

What’s happening here?

How does ________ feel/
think about that?

Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use
vocabulary previously
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads.

Insert pages #
below to review.
Pg.
Pg.
Pg.
Pg.
Pg.
pg.
pg.
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Ask Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you 
stated before reading.

Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask: 3rd Read

Respond

Scaffold children’s responses by:

•	 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence
•	 Using proper grammar & syntax
•	 Modeling rich vocabulary
•	 Adding more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads)

* If children have difficulty responding to open ended why or how questions consider 
using the following scaffolds:

•	 Provide a forced choice (ex. Is it ________ or _______?) and let the child supply the 		
	 answer.
•	 Begin a sentence and let the child finish (He ran away after he __________.)
•	 Provide semantic cues and let the child finish. (Teacher: What do you call the place 		
	 where we live with our families? We eat and sleep there. It is our________.)
•	 Provide phonemic cues and let the child finish a word (ex. He performed tricks for 		
	 his… Teacher: /f/… Child: family).

Main 
Idea

Tie

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities). 

For Example: Dramatic play, Writing Center, Small Groups etc.

1.

2.

3.
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Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners

Dual language learners’ comprehension and engagement with the story are enhanced 
when you adapt your START reads to meet their language needs. Learn more by checking 
out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaner,” and “START VIP Poster”
resources, and by taking the Supporting Dual Language Learners Right from the Start and 
Connecting the Dots for Preschool Dual Language Learners Throughout the Day courses, 
all available on the Cox Campus.

Add supports for dual language learners:

•	 Read/introduce the book in the first language prior to first read – who will you enlist 	
	 to do this?

	 													           

•	 Introduce the book in English to dual language learners in small group - when will 		
	 you do this small group read?

	 													           

•	 Use visuals to introduce focus vocabulary - which visuals will you pair with the focus 	
	 words?

	 													           

•	 Learn a few focus words in the child’s home language - how do you say these
	 focus words in the first language? Use human resources (other staff members,
	 families, or volunteers) and tools like Google Translate to help you learn the words 		
	 and how to pronounce them.
	 													           

•	  Use props to support your read – which props will you use?
	 													           




