
Tableau 

 

 

Tableau is a frozen picture in which multiple statues tell a story as a group. 

 

All tableaux have four components: 
• Facial expressions 

• Levels 

• Interesting body shapes 

• Character relationships 

 

Recommendations: 
• Start with familiar topics as prompts, like a baseball game, a day at school, or a snow 

day. 

• Tableaux can unfreeze momentarily so you can learn more about a specific character’s 

thoughts or feelings. 

• While a tableau is frozen, tap a student on the shoulder to “unfreeze,” and they 

will share in first-person point of view what their character is thinking or feeling. 

 

Sample Prompts: 
• First – The De Soto mice experience a busy day working at the dentistry office. 

• Second – A Fox with a TERRIBLE toothache asks for help. 

• Then – Frightened, the De Sotos turn the Fox away. 

• Next – Young De Soto, feeling bad for the Fox, does a secret tooth extraction. 

• After That – The Fox needs a new tooth. The De Soto family debates if they can trust 

the Fox and finish the tooth implementation. 

• Finally – The De Soto family gives the Fox a new tooth but glues their mouth shut so 

they can’t eat them! They head out on vacation. 


