
 

 

Reading Books with Dual Language Learners  
 

For all reads: Engage children and gain their attention using a related song or finger play 

1. Introduce the book in the home language. 

If you speak the children’s home language(s), introduce and read 

the book in the home language before reading it in English (prior 

to first read).  

 

If you don’t speak the home language, think of someone who can 

read the book with DLLs in their home language – perhaps a 

family member, community volunteer, or other staff 

2. Introduce focus/target vocabulary words before the 

read, and pair the words with visuals. 

Print out an image that represents each focus word. 

  

Before reading, introduce focus vocabulary using pictures.  Say 

the word in English and in home language(s) of children and talk 

about what it means, using tier 1 words. 

 

 

Example: 

 variety/la variedad (Spanish) 

3. Do first read of the book in English with DLLs in small 

group.  

This will facilitate comprehension and participation. 

4. Make connections across languages.  

Identify a few target words, including some Tier 1 words, and 

phrases in the book and learn these in the home language, to help 

children make connections across languages. 

Be intentional in expressing these connections, as you read.  

Example: “The little bear went to the dentist. That’s dentista in 

Spanish.”   

 



 

 

 

 
 

5. Support your read with props.  

Before reading, prepare a few props that relate to the story and will help make it come to life for DLLs.  

Use the props as you read the story, to reinforce meaning.  

 

Invite children to actively participate and retell the story using the props you have already introduced.  

 

Plan ahead!  Identify the resources you will need to make the book more accessible to DLLs and make a plan for how you 
will obtain these resources. (e.g.,  someone to read to DLLs in their home language; materials (e.g., props, and other visuals); 
learn/look up a few important words in the children's home languages; find out if book is available in home languages of 
children) 



 

 

 


