
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Infants and Young Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Spot’s First Walk Author: Eric Hill 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving interaction/Capture 
the child’s interest in the book. 
Old MacDonald Song 
Old MacDonald had a farm E-I-E-I-O.  
And on his farm, he had a dog E-I-E-I-O. 
With a woof-woof here and a woof-woof there. 
Here a woof, there a woof Everywhere a woof-woof.  
Old MacDonald had a farm E-I-E-I-O  
(More verses can include other farm animals, such as a sheep, cow or 
duck.) 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  
The name of our book is Spot’s First Walk. See this puppy? His name is 
Spot, and he goes for a walk and sees so many wonderful things! Let’s 
read the book and find out what Spot sees (act) on his walk. 

Promote Language 

 

 

 

 

 
Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 
props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1, 2 Spot, Mommy   

Look, Spot is going on a walk! His 
mommy (point) is watching him go by 
himself. I bet he feels so happy! 

3,4  “Not” (shake head)  

Oh, Spot is going through the fence on his 
walk! Let’s see what Spot will see (act). 
(Lift the flap) He sees a snail! (point) 

, 5,6    

Oh no, Spot needs to watch out! I 
wonder what he will see (act) in the little 
house. (Open the door) Meow!!  

Guiding questions to consider: 
What will you do to tune in and engage the 
child/children with this book? 
 
What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   
 

7,8 Coop, Spot 
Shrug shoulders at 

“what’s in?” 

Coop – a 
place where 
chickens live 

I bet Spot is thinking “This is a fun slide to 
climb! Let’s see what’s inside!” (Lift the 
flap) Oh, it’s a mommy chicken and her 
babies! Hello chicks! 

9, 10   
Noise (cup hand 
around ear), Tap 

 

Look, Spot has climbed on a chair,  
(point) to see what is making that funny 
noise in the tree. It’s going “tap, tap, tap, 
tap”. Look under the leaves, what will we 
see? (act) A woodpecker!  

11, 12  Smell (sniff)   

See Spot sniffing the air. Open the door, 
let’s see what is behind the door. 
Flowers! (point) And bees buzzing (act) in 
the flowers! (point) 

13,14  Hungry (rub tummy)  
Hungry-need 

to eat 

 I think Spot is looking for a snack! Let’s 
look behind the carrot leaves – oh it’s a 
rabbit, eating a carrot! He is telling Spot 
to look in the flower bed for a snack. 

15, 16  What (shrug)  

Look, Spot is digging up the flowers, 
looking for a snack!! Let’s look behind the 
grass and see what he finds! A bone!  

17, 18  Drink  

Now I think Spot is thirsty, he needs 
something to drink. He is going to drink 
from this pond. (Lift the leaf on the 
water) Oh, it’s a little fish telling Spot not 
to fall in!  

19, 20 Spot   

Oh no, I think Spot DID fall in the pond 
when we went to drink! He is all wet! 
Now he will go through the fence again, 
let’s lift the fence and see who is there. 
Mommy! I bet Mommy is so happy to see 
Spot home again! 

21, 22 Spot   

Spot said nothing, but we know that’s not 
true! Look at all the things he brought 
back from his walk! 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

Say “We just read about Spot going on a walk. Let’s look back at all 
of the wonderful things he saw!” 
Encourage children to point to pictures or use key vocabulary to 
name pictures.  
Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants and young 
toddlers. 
 

Suggested Pages for 
Summarizing 
 
Pg.1,2  
Pg.7,8  
Pg. 13, 14 
Pg. 19, 20  

Key Vocabulary 
 
1.See (A) 
2.Hungry-need to eat (A) 
3.Thirsty-need a drink (A) 
4. Walk 



 

   
 

For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions about events, 
characters’ actions or feelings. One example for this book could be 
“Why is Spot all wet?” 
 
Respond to child’s answers by promoting language. 

 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

 

 

 

           1.See: Ver (vair) 
           2.Hungry: Hambriento (ahm-bree-en-toe) 
           3.Thirsty: Sediento (said-ee-en-toe) 
           4. Walk: Caminar (cah-mee-nar) 
 
 

 

 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 

 


