COX Campus

Read Right from the Start

START Read Planning Template

For use with sophisticated storybooks: books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking.

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: One Little, Two Little, Three Little Friends, Four Little,
Five Little, Six Little Friends, Seven Little, Eight Little, Nine Little Friends, Ten Little Friends to Play with Me!

Story Title: A Letter to Amy
State: 1st: Events

Purpose of Read: This is Peter (cover).
He has a letter to send to his special
friend, Amy. Oh no, look there’s a storm
(point to lightning) and it looks like the
wind blew the letter out of his hand. |
wonder why Peter wrote a letter to
Amy. Let’s read and find out.

Author: Ezra Jack Keats

State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings
Purpose of Read: Remember how Peter
invited his friend, Amy, to come to the
party? Peter was worried that she
wouldn’t come because he knocked her
down. | wonder how he Peter felt when
he thought Amy wouldn’t come to his
party. Let’s read and find out.

State: 3rd: Children Retell Story
Purpose of Read: Remember how Peter
invited his friend, Amy, to come to the
party? Peter was worried that she
wouldn’t come because he knocked her
down. Now that you know this story so
well, | would like for you to help tell the
story. | wonder why Amy was so special
to Peter. Let's read to find out.

Main Idea: Friendship is very important. It's okay to have a special friend who is different from you.

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words)

Teach
Pg.# Point Act Tell
Pg.1-2 letter Inviting - asking someone to go somewhere
Announced-said
Special-very important
Pg. 3-4 envelope, stamp, raincoat Sealed-closed
) Mail-send it to her
Pg. 5-6 Willie, parrot raced, glanced
flash of lightning roar of thunder-hit
Pg. 7-8 hands against thighs
blew
Pg. 9-10 letter chased
Pg.11-12 | hopscotch skipping
Pg. 13-14 | Amy waved Spoil - to mess up, ruin
Pg. 17-18 stuffed, crying Stuff - to put into, to fill
Pg. 19-20 mixed up Reflection - seeing yourself
Pg. 23-24 chanted Arrived-got there
Pg. 26 Repeat- do it again
Pg. 27-28 blew

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your
reads and throughout the day. Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”:

1. Invite: to ask someone to do something

2. Special: very well liked, extra important

3. Determined: to keep working at something until you get what you want

4. Spoil: ruin, mess up

5. Disappointed: upset because things did not work out the way you wanted them to
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Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and
place on the back cover and inside your book. Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes
directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note.

Pg. 15t Read Think Alouds Pg. 2" Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds
| notice that Peter is only writing a | wonder if Peter is thinking that writing | Choose a few pages of the
letter to Amy. He must have called Amy a letter, instead of just calling her | book that include significant

Pg his other friends to invite them, or Pg on the phone, will make her feel special. | €vents.

1-2 2Sk them to come, to hls'par’Fy. 1-2 Use the following scaffolds

my must be really special since to elicit responses from the
she is the only one Peter is writing children in your class:
to.

Pe. Pe’Eer is going out in the rain to Pe. Peter is probably .thinki_ng, ‘I don’t want | What's happening here?

34 mail jche Iett_er. Amy must be 5% Amy to see me with this letter. | want it
special to him. to be a surprise.” How does
| am thinking that Amy must be the I wonder if Peter is worried about what | feel/think about that?

Pg. | only girl Peter invited to his party. Pg. the boys will think when they see Amy

7-8 | She must be a very special friend. 7-8 | at his party, since she is different from Support the children in

the rest of them. She is the only girl. your class and verbally
Peter is working hard to catch the I bet Amy sees Peter chasing something | prompt them to use

Pg. | letter, he is determined. He is Pg. and is thinking she will help him catch it. | yocabulary previously

11- | reaching (A) and stretching (A) for 13- modeled in the 15t & 2nd

12 | it. This tells me that Amy is really 14 Reads.
important to him.

Peter is determined to catch the p | bet Amy’s feelings are hurt. She Insert pages # below to

Pg. | letter so Amy won't see it. He 1‘0;'_ doesn’t understand why Peter would review.

13- | doesn’t want her to know the letter 18 knock her down and not apologize. Pg. 1-2

14 | is for her or the surprise will be Pg.5-6
spoiled or ruined. Pg. 7-8

| think Peter is dissapointed. He is upset | Pg. 13-14
Pg because things did not work.out .the. Pg. 17-18
21’_ way he wanted them ‘to. He is thinking Pg.21-22
59 Amy won't come to his party now that

he knocked her down and she ran off

crying.
Pg Look at Peter’s face. He looks so
23’_ disappointed, so upset. He really
04 wanted his special friend Amy to come

to his party.
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Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated
before reading.

Ask: 15t Read Ask: 2" Read Ask: 3 Read
i Why did Peter want to mail a Why was Peter sad after mailing { How do we know that Amy was
| letter to Amy? the letter to Amy? special to Peter?

I Scaffold children’s responses by:

e Restating their responses in a more complex sentence
Respond e Using proper grammar & syntax
e Modeling rich vocabulary

e Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads)

Main ldea | Friendship is very important. It's okay to have a special friend who is different from you.

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).

For Example:

Dramatic Play: Have children act out or retell the story, A Letter to Amy, while pushing-in and
encouraging them to use target vocabulary. Provide stationary, envelopes, puppets, birthday cake, etc.
Writing Center: Tell the students they are going to write a letter and mail it to see how long it takes to
come back to their class. Model writing the letter and use ideas from the students about the content. Or
Ask parents to address an envelope with a stamp and have students write/draw a letter and then mail it.

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted.
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus.

e  Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read?

Supports
for Dual
Language
Learners

e  When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?
e  Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?
e How do you say these focus words in the home language?

e Props:
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