
 

 

Using Questions Effectively 

Simple questions  

When asking questions to children we want to make sure we are asking some questions that are easy and 
some that are more challenging. Let’s start with easy, or simple, questions.  Simple questions help children: 

 Talk about what they see 
 Tell you what something is 
 Describe how something looks 
 Describe what is happening 
 Remember simple things 

Simple questions give children the knowledge they need to answer the more difficult questions. Because 
simple questions are easier to answer, they help children feel more confident to answer higher-level 
questions. Simple questions are especially helpful to use with children who need more support working up 
to answering open-ended questions.  

Examples: 

 What's __ doing? 
 How does he feel? 
 What do you see here? 
 Where's the __? 
 What do you hear? 
 Who is that in your picture? 

Developing questions: 

To answer some questions, children need to do more than look at a page in a storybook or count a certain 
number of objects. These are what we call challenging, or developing, questions. 

When we ask developing questions, we are helping to lift children's language and encouraging critical 
thinking skills. Developing questions often require children to: 

 Look for similarities and differences between things 
 Give a summary of a story or something that happened 
 Decide the value of something 

Some examples of these developing questions include:  



 

 

 When have you seen your shadow like the bear in this story 
did? 

 How did the girl in this story change? 
 Tell me about this boy and this boy. How are they the same? 
 Do you think that's a good idea? Why? 

 
Children might not be able to answer these types of developing 
questions right away. However, we can work towards this goal by asking these questions and scaffolding 
children's responses using safety nets and responsive instruction techniques.  Our strategies for reading 
books with children. START and REAL, are great opportunities to ask children this type of questions.  

 
Sophisticated questions: 

Occasionally we need to challenge children even more by asking them difficult, or sophisticated, questions. 

Sophisticated questions help children to think deeply about the things they've seen or heard in order to 
understand more complex ideas and events. As with other types of questions, we can use our safety nets and 
responsive instruction techniques to help children answer these questions. 

Sophisticated questions ask children to: 

 Explain ideas 
 Explain why something happened 
 Solve problems 

Examples: 

 Why do you think she did that? 
 How do you think he found his dog? 
 How do you think they'll escape? 
 Why didn't he give her an invitation? 
 What do you think she'll say? 

While asking simple questions is sometimes necessary, our goal is to work with each child toward being able 
to answer more and more sophisticated questions. This is what Read Right from the Start strategies are all 
about. 

As children learn to answer these types of questions, they develop critical thinking skills that are crucial to 
reading to learn when they get older



 

 

 


