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What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?
September Inquiry and Anchor Books  

Literacy and Justice for All- B-5 Collaborative 
Infants and young toddlers 
In addition to the rhythm and rhyme texts, the infants and young toddlers are reading, playing, pointing, talking, 
laughing, connecting, empathizing, exploring, and engaging with these texts and with the families represented in 
these texts. These books have few words on each page and are a wonderful tool to use to tune in with individual 
children and making loving connections with them with the support of these texts. 

Older toddlers 
Older toddlers will be moving to the beat and singing along with the Rhythm and Rhyme texts for August and 
September, building their awareness of sound, syntax, and tuning in to the phonemes of words. They’ll also be 
exploring, playing with, engaging alongside, wondering about, and connecting to these beautiful books as their 
anchor books to address the inquiry questions this month- thinking together about what it means to be a family and 
the people who are special to them.     

A note about Perfect Pairs: 
Remember that the books for Infant/Young Toddler and Older Toddlers are a ‘perfect pair’ of a fiction and non-
fiction book that support each other and our learner’s conceptual understandings! Our youngest already love seeing 
actual pictures and visions of their real world as they engage with you and their friends in conversations around 
texts. Strive for five with these books across the month- and aim to read each of them at least 5 times with your 
learners. Sometimes you’ll be reading to one at a time- which is a great opportunity to use the book as a TOOL to 
foster personal and individual conversations with the tiny reader! 
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Preschoolers 

Preschool learners are also engaging with rhythm and rhyme books, developing their skills as emergent writers and 
tuning in to language-in-use through playful interactions alongside of their teacher and books. They are going to 
have so many things to talk about and opportunities to learn new vocabulary and ideas as they discuss, think aloud, 
and connect with their teachers and peers and those near and far who also matter. They’ll be using these amazing 
books as anchors supporting their ongoing inquiry questions about what it means to be “family” and the people in 
our lives who are special to us. Remember to return to the nonfiction paired books- especially the Barefoot Book of 
Children, and talk with children about the “Families” page and other pages that you think they will connect to the 
topics and ideas you all are engaging around.   
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PK 

PreK children are engaging with these books in September focusing on friendship, their personal information, their 
family, wants and needs, and comparing and contrasting families and their characteristics. They are also continuing 
their strategic focus on phonemic awareness, alphabet knowledge, concepts of print. Below are PK anchor books 
and some other amazing PK books you might want to pick up at the library or purchase for your center that align the inquiry 
and themes each week in September.  

Friendship/personal information My family            Wants and Needs          Compare/Contrast family characteristics 

As you learn more about your children and their families, you will be more able to select books that speak to what it 
means to them to “be a family” and to compare and contrast the different family characteristics, ways of being 
family, and being connected to others who are special to us. The books below highlight many varied ways to be a 
family. These beautiful books would be great additions to your library! 

Keep an eye out for the books for infant/young toddler, older toddler, and preschool classrooms. 
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