Messages All Around!

Sharing educational messages is a key element of a TWMB Lightning
Coaching Moment. These messages provide the WHY behind the
HOW—the reason families will adopt what you model. The first key
message to share is that the language infants and toddlers hear now
prepares them for all future learning!

Here are a few educational messages to share with families:

Messages on how talking impacts the child’s brain and learning

e Have you heard that talking with your baby helps his brain grow?

e Talking with your baby builds his brain. With every word you are preparing him to be a better reader
later on.

¢ Interactions you have with your child shape the architecture of his brain. You are helping to build his
brain one word and one hug at a time!

e “Serve and return” interactions between parents and babies build and strengthen the brain and the
healthy relationships that help babies learn and develop.

e Your baby’s brain forms a connection for each word he or she hears. TV shows and CDs do not have the
same benefits, particularly for infants.

Messages on infants being conversational partners and capable communicators

e Babies can be a part of any conversation long before they can talk.
e Look how your baby is reaching out to you - he is responding to you even though he can’t talk yet.
e Every babble, coo, or gesture your baby makes are ways she communicates with you.

Messages on when and how families can talk with their infants and toddlers

¢ You can talk with your baby all day long, as you go about your day, about everything you are doing.

e Reading, singing songs, and telling stories are all good opportunities to have conversations.

e You can talk with your baby even before he or she is born. Your baby can hear your voice and by the
time of birth, he or she is already ready to learn language.

¢ All babies can learn more than one language from birth. You can talk with your baby in your hom
language.

e Learning and developing in more than one language has many benefits for your child - it makes her
brain more flexible!

Messages on the important role families play in their child’s development

e You are your child’s most important teacher!
e The interactions you have with your baby now are paving the way for his future success in school!
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