
 
 

Let’s TALK! 

Tune-In 
Make the conversations meaningful. Tune-in to the child’s world. 

•  Watch the child and notice what is happening. 
•  Be patient and wait for the right moment to enter a conversation. 
•  Make an observation. (I see, I think, I wonder, I noticed…) 

Ask 
The types of questions you ask will vary based on the level of conversation you are having. Try to raise 
conversations to Levels 3 and 4 as much as possible. 

•  Use open-ended questions or comments as much as possible. 
•  Use closed-ended questions as needed. 
•  Use forced-choice questions to narrow a child’s choices when s/he needs help focusing. 

Levels of Language (Massey, 2004) 

3.  Language that summarizes, defines, or compares and contrasts 
  Corduroy  was sad when Lisa’s mother said she didn’t want to buy him. Why didn’t Lisa’s   
  mother  want to buy him? 

4.  Language that reasons (e.g. making predications, problem solving, and explaining concepts) How do  
 you know that your ship will float? 

Lift Language 
The goal is to push-in new  vocabulary, model correct grammar, and engage children in conversation. 

•  Engage in parallel talk. 
•  Use think alouds 
•  Use a variety of questions. 
•  Restate what a child says using a more complex sentence. 
•  Model correct grammar and rich vocabulary. 
•  Use synonyms. 
•  Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 
•  Monitor children’s use of target vocabulary and reinforce new  words. 

Keep it Going 
Keep the conversation going with many back and forth exchanges on a single topic. 

•  Strive for Five (Dickinson, 2011) … or more! 
•  Reinforce target vocabulary. 
•  Allow for “think time.” 
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