
 

Comprehension Strategy Questions 
 

Comprehension strategies are conscious plans that readers use to make sense of text. The strategies below are research based. 
 

Reading 
Strategy 

Description Sample Questions 

Monitoring 
Comprehension 

 Being aware when something 
that is read is unclear 

 Identifying what is not 
understood  

 “What parts of the story confused you? Why?” 
 “What are you still wondering? Why?” 

 

Making 
Connections 

 Connecting prior knowledge to 
ideas in the text 

 

 “What story is similar to this one and why?”  
 “Who does this character remind you of and why?”  
 “Can you relate to this story/character? How?” 

Creating Mental 
Images 

 Visualizing and forming mental 
images about a text  

 “What picture do you see in your mind? Describe it.” 
 “What images did you see in your mind?” 

Answering 
Questions 

 Using evidence from the text to 
answer questions and support 
thinking  

 “What did you see or hear in the text that makes you think 
that?” 

 “What evidence did you find in the text that supports your 
answer?” 

Asking 
Questions 

 Asking oneself questions about 
the text to deepen 
understanding 

 “Why did (event) happen?” 
 “Why did (character name) feel that way?” 

 

Predicting  Making an educated guess 
about what will happen next, 
based on prior knowledge and 
context clues from a text  

 “What do you think is going to happen next? How do you 
know?” 

 “How do you think this story will end? Why do you think 
that?” 

Recognizing 
Text Structure 

 Identifying and understanding 
how a text is organized  

 What text features did the author use to help the reader? 
 Which text structure (story, problem-solution, cause and 

effect, etc.) did the author use? 
 What kind of text is this (poem, story, fable, biography, etc.)? 

Summarizing  Determining what’s most 
important 

 “What were the most important parts of the story? Why?” 
 “What was the main idea?” 



 

 Eliminating unnecessary 
information 

 Synthesizing what was read 
into a clear and concise form 

 “In your own words, retell what happened in the story.”  

*Adapted from the National Reading Panel 2000; Adler 2001; Duke and Pearson 2002; Pressley 2001



 

 


