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Ways to Support Vocabulary Growth

1. Be clear.
* Explain vocabulary using simple words that the children already know.
* Do not overload children with too many complex words in a sentence.
* Use the Build Up and Break Down strategy — use the new vocabulary word in a simple sentence, then

say another sentence that explains the meaning.

2. Repeat vocabulary words often.
* Use vocabulary during all parts of the day:
o circle time, center time, lunch time, any time
* Reinforce vocabulary through:
o read-alouds
o imaginative play
o conversations
* Model complex language.

3. Be responsive.
* Encourage children to try out new words and make it safe for them.
* Interact with children through conversations.
* Restate children’s sentences using new vocabulary words.
* Be present in centers to engage in play and model language.

4. Make it meaningful.
* Read sophisticated storybooks aloud.
* Enter children’s imaginary, playful worlds.
* Introduce theme/story materials related to vocabulary and make them available in centers.
* Design activities that reinforce vocabulary.
* Read other books aloud.
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