
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
Dog’s first Baby
Dog/perro (peh-rroh)
Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh)
Admire/admirar (ahd-mee-rahr): To like/gustar
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): Give things to others/dar nuestras cosas a otros
Same/mismo; igual (mees-moh  ee-gwahl): Like the other one/algo que es como otra cosa 

Stretch/estirar (ehs-tee-rahr): Reach out; become longer/hacer que algo se vuelve más grande 

Touch and Feel: Puppy
Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh)
Touch/tocar (toh-kahr)
Fluffy/esponjoso (ehs-pohng-hoh-soh)
Soft; smooth/suave (swah-beh): flat, no bumps
Pet/mascota (mahs-koh-tah): An animal that is part of your family/un animal que hace parte de nuestra familia

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Please tell us about your pet or the pet of a friend or neighbor who the child spends time with. Send in a photo of your child with the pet. Talk with your child 
about the things you admire about the pet.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Movement:

Encourage children to 
move like a puppy. Notice when 

they are stretching their body like 
the puppy and baby did. Talk about 

how great it feels to stretch and take 
care of our bodies. Point it out when 

they stretch to reach things, to 
move, roll, and play.

Carpet Area:

Retell the story using a 
stuffed dog and other 

props.

Tummy Time:

Notice that the wonderful 
baby/child in the mirror is 
doing the same things that 
they are doing! Tell them 

about what they are 
doing and seeing!

Sensory - 
Listening, Looking, Touching, 

Talking, and Learning:

Play recordings of real sounds that pets make, 
dog barking, bird singing, cat purring or meowing, 
etc. Try to pair the sound with a real picture of the 
animal that you print out. Ideally, try to glue some 
sensory material on the picture for texture. Talk 

with your conversational partner about all they are 
sensing. Talk with them about how the animals 

sound, describe what they look like, touch 
the sensory material together and 

describe how it feels to pet or 
touch the animal.

Movement with 
Toddlers:

Play a game of follow the leader OR 
same/different. Challenge the children 

to follow you and do the same thing you 
do. Then challenge them to do something 

different from what you are doing! 
Stand on one foot, stretch, lay down 

on the carpet, etc. Narrate their 
actions to put words to their 

movements.

 
Family Connection:

Ask families to share a picture 
of a pet or pets that the children are 

connected to (if not pet is in the home, 
the pet of a friend or neighbor who the 

child spends time with). Create a “Pets of our 
classroom” display to talk with children about 

animals and their people. How are these 
pets are same and different? Use words 

to describe things we admire about 
the pets in discussions with our 

conversational partners.

Dog’s first Baby
by Natalie Nelson

&
Touch and Feel: Puppy

by DK

Sensory Puppets:

Make a dog out of different 
types of materials to explore 

those textures with the babies. 
Talk about how it feels. Is it 
fluffy, soft, smooth, rough?

Outdoors: 

Play “Where is the 
dog? Donde esta el perro?” 

Hide a stuffed animal puppy 
inside the classroom or 

outside and search for the 
animal.


