
The No Shhh Zone
In a No Shhh Zone, you create a place where
children have the power to hear and use language.

Read Right from the Start teachers are committed to
creating the No Shhh Zone. Here are some questions you
may have before you get started.

1  What is a No Shhh
Zone?

A classroom where children
are not told to be quiet, but
instead are given a chance
to hear and use language all
day during all activities.

2  Won’t a No Shhh Zone be a loud, distracting 
classroom?

Not in our experience. A No Shhh Zone doesn’t mean you
never ask children to listen. Listening is an important skill
as well.

Think of the No Shhh Zone as a place where practicing
language is the goal. But it isn’t a free-for-all! Keep to your
daily schedule and do intentional planning for the specific
language you will push-in and pull-out. Create language-
focused activities that encourage children to use sophisticated 
vocabulary.

3  What can I do today to start creating
a No Shhh Zone?

Just start! Make the decision tomorrow not to say “shhh” in
your classroom. Then get to work making a language-rich
environment. Choose some Tier 2 words today and figure
out how you can push-in those words tomorrow. It’s often
helpful to start with a storybook. Look through a storybook
you’re planning to read with the children and decide which
Tier 2 words either from the story or related to the story you
can push-in as you read.

Eventually, start designing a whole week of your lesson
plans around a few different Tier 2 words, planning centers
and small group activities that will give children the
opportunity to use the new vocabulary.


