
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 
 

Story Title: Just Grandma and Me              Author: Mercer Mayer 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for 
reading 

Sing a song like, “To the Beach”: (Sung to London 
Bridge)  

 
“We are going to the beach,  
to the beach, to the beach.  
We are going to the beach, 
in our bathing suits.  
 
We will build a sandcastle,  
sandcastle, sandcastle.  
We will build a sandcastle,  
with bridges and a tower.  
 
We will have a picnic too,  
picnic too, picnic too.  
We will have a picnic too,  
with sandwiches and oranges.  

“The name of this book is Just Grandma and Me. 
This is Little Critter and his grandma. Here they 
are at the beach relaxing under the umbrella! I 
wonder what else they did while they were at 
the beach. Let’s read and find out!” 

 
Promote Language 

 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 
• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what 

happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like 
gestures and props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the 
first language and English throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for 
more DLL planning information. 



 

   
 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1, 2 Little Critter,  
Grandma   

Little Critter and his grandma are 
going to ride the bus (P) to go to the 
beach! I’m thinking Little Critter is 
telling the story about his beach 
adventure with his grandma! 

3, 4 Beach Umbrella  

Beach Umbrella- a 
big umbrella that is 
used to keep you 

out of the sun 
 

Little Critter was trying to stick the 
umbrella into the sand, but the wind 
was blowing so fast that it blew the 
umbrella right up into the air. 

5, 6 Kite   Oh, no! Look! Little Critter’s kite fell 
and landed on cow’s head. 

7, 8 Hot dogs, Sand   

When the hot dogs fell, they got 
sand on them. That’s why Little 
Critter had to wash them off- to get 
the sand off them. You can’t eat 
sand. 

9, 10 Seashell, Crab   

It looks like a crab is living inside that 
shell! I am thinking Little Critter is 
afraid; he is scared that he might get 
pinched (A) by that crab! 

11, 12 Seahorse, Grandma Blow   

13, 14    

Little Critter is wearing the float that 
Grandma blew up, but he still looks 
afraid, scared. His grandma is 
protecting him, she is keeping him 
safe! 

15, 16 Fins, Mask  

Fins- you put them 
on your feet to 
help you swim  

 
Mask- you put it on 

your face so that 
you can see under 

water 
 

Snorkel- helps you 
swim under water 

Grandma is still holding onto Little 
Critter so he will feel safe in the 
water. She is protecting him. Little 
Critter can’t swim by himself yet. 

17, 18 Hole, Toes Dug  

Look at Grandma laughing! They are 
having so much fun together at the 
beach. I think they love spending 
time together! 

19, 20 Sandcastle Big wave 

Sandcastle- sand 
that is made into 

the shape of a 
castle, a big house 
where princes and 

princesses live 

When the big wave of water came it 
washed away Little Critter’s 
sandcastle. Look at his face. (P) He 
looks sad, but his grandma tells him 
he can build another one.  



 

   
 

21, 22   Exhausted- very 
tired 

Look at Little Critter! He said his 
grandma was tired, but he is the one 
who looks tired. He looks exhausted, 
very tired! 

23  
   

Little Critter was so exhausted, so 
tired, he didn’t even wake up when 
they got off the bus. His grandma 
had to carry him to the house from 
the bus. Little Critter had so much 
fun at the beach with his Grandma! 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about Little Critter’s and his grandma’s 
day at the beach. Let’s look back at all the fun they had 
together.” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants and 
young toddlers. For example “What did grandma and little 
critter build?”  

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions about 
events, characters’ actions or feelings. One example for 
this book could be “How did Little Critter feel after the 
beach adventure?” 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

 Suggested Pages   
for Summarizing 

 
Pg. 3 
Pg. 9 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 21 

Key Vocabulary 
 
 
 
1. Afraid-scared 
2. Protecting-keeping 

safe 
3. Exhausted-very tired 

 
 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read 
the book with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and 
tools like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in 
your classroom:  

1. Afraid: Asustado (ah-sue-stah-doe) 
2. Protecting: Proteger (pro-teh-hair) 
3. Exhausted: Exhausto (ex-ow-stow) 

 
• What props or materials will you use? _____________________________________________ 
• Additional supports for this book:  _____________________________________________________ 
 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s 
connections) 

*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 
* 
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