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Course Guide Information 

This guide was created to help you process and take action on the information provided 

in the corresponding course.  

 

How to Use this Guide 

Lesson Overview 

Each lesson includes an overview with a brief description of the lesson and three major 

objectives. Rate your current knowledge of the information on the scale before watching 

the lesson.  

Notes Page 

As you watch each lesson, a page is provided for taking notes, allowing you to refer back 

to them whenever needed. 

Reflection Page 

After you watch the lesson, use the reflection questions to think about what you learned 

and how you can apply it to improve instruction. 

Extension Activities  

After you finish the entire lesson, rate your knowledge again to self-assess how much you 

learned. 

There is a list of relevant activities you can do to further deepen your understanding and 

improve your practice. 
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Lesson 1: What is Knowledge and Why is it Important? 

In this lesson, you will learn what knowledge is, the importance of knowledge, and how it 

connects to language and reading comprehension.    

 

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  

1. Understand what knowledge is, how it develops, and its importance for literacy. 

2. Connect key theoretical models of reading to knowledge. 

 

Rate Your Knowledge 

On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take Notes 
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Content Knowledge Funds of Knowledge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Take Notes 

Explain the Mental Model. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Match the term to the definition 

      

 

 

 

 

Reflect 

Tier 1 
Sophisticated words that can be used in 

multiple contexts and situations. 

Tier 2 
 

Words that are domain-specific and not 

commonly used. 

Basic, commonly used words. Tier 3 
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What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 1: What is Knowledge and Why is it Important? 
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Revisit Lesson Goals:  

1. Understand what knowledge is, how it develops, and its importance for literacy. 

2. Connect key theoretical models of reading to knowledge. 

 

Rate Your Knowledge 

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 

scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 

In this lesson, you will learn about knowledge and its impact on literacy development. 

Application Checklist 

1. Consider the funds of knowledge the children in your classroom bring and how 

they relate to the topics you teach.  

2. Download the Building Vocabulary Teaching Aid. 

3. If you teach children younger than 1st grade or children you suspect may have 

language delays, download Supporting Children’s Language. 

 

 

Lesson 2: How to Build Knowledge in the Classroom  

In this lesson, you will learn routines and activities that build knowledge.    

https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=81de55c3-93d7-40bc-879a-dc66e9dcb329&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=444afad9-e039-43d2-78f6-5fb2340b7db1
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=489230c7-dd87-41db-967d-199cd4ce93dc&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=444afad9-e039-43d2-78f6-5fb2340b7db1
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Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  

1. Learn techniques and routines for knowledge building. 

2. Reflect on teaching practices and curriculum resources to determine where more 

knowledge could be built. 

 

Rate Your Knowledge 

On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 

Shared Reading Practices 
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Text Sets 

 
 
 
 
 

Conversations 

 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
 

Extending Beyond the Text 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reflect 

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 
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Reflect 

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 2: How to Build Knowledge in the Classroom  
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Revisit Lesson Goals:  

1. Learn techniques and routines for knowledge building. 

2. Reflect on teaching practices and curriculum resources to determine where more 

knowledge could be built. 

 

Rate Your Knowledge 

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 

scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 

In this lesson, you will learn about knowledge and its impact on literacy development. 

Application Checklist 

1. Use the Knowledge Matters Campaign Curriculum Review Tool to evaluate 

strengths and opportunities for  improvement for your curriculum. 

2. Create a text set for an upcoming unit. 

3. Plan an extension activity for an upcoming unit. 
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