
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary Formative Assessment Ideas 

Ideas for assessing student knowledge about explicitly taught words 

IDEA DESCRIPTION 

Examples and Non-Examples 

One-on-One Setting: Say a sentence that includes a vo-
cabulary word. If the sentence makes sense, the student 
responds with the word. If the sentence does not make 
sense the student responds “Not (word)”. 
Record student responses. 

Example: 
(Teacher) I gazed at the fireworks with my eyes shut. 
(Student) Not gazed 

Whole Group Setting: Provide students with recording 
sheets. Read a sentence aloud that includes a target 
vocabulary word. Students circle (Target Word) if the 
sentence makes sense, and circle “Not (Target Word)” if it 
does not. Collect recording sheets to review. 

Example: 
(Teacher) I gazed at the fireworks with my eyes shut. 

(Recording Sheet)  gazed  not gazed 

Fill in the Blank Sentences 

Create fill in the blank sentences using your target words. 
Include a word bank at the top of the page. 

Example: The dark clouds and heavy rain created a _____ 
mood. 

(Word Bank: gazed, gloomy, timid, ancient, swift) 

Draw a Picture Give students a target vocabulary word to draw a picture 
representation. 

Write a Sentence 
Give students a target vocabulary word to write in a 
sentence. 
Optionally, students can draw a picture to illustrate their 
sentence. 

Graphic Organizers 

Give students a word web or map to fill in to describe a 
target word. 

See our Vocabulary Graphic Organizers for templates. 




