
	
  
Writing Activities that Connect with Complex Storybooks 

Storybooks	
   Six	
  Writing	
  Types	
  
	
   Name	
  writing	
   Labeling	
   Listing	
   Correspondence	
  	
   Expressing	
  Opinions	
   Expository	
  

Peter’s	
  Chair	
   	
   • Illustrate	
  and	
  
label	
  family	
  
members	
  

• Illustrate	
  and	
  
label	
  things	
  
that	
  you	
  have	
  
outgrown	
  

	
  

List	
  items	
  that	
  you	
  
have	
  outgrown	
  

Write	
  and	
  illustrate	
  a	
  
birth	
  announcement	
  

Write	
  about	
  how	
  
Peter	
  felt	
  when	
  his	
  
baby	
  sister	
  was	
  
getting	
  all	
  the	
  
attention	
  

	
  

Owl	
  Babies	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   Label	
  parts	
  of	
  an	
  
owl*	
  

List	
  what	
  owls	
  eat*	
   	
   Write	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  
someone	
  that	
  you	
  
miss	
  

Write	
  facts	
  about	
  
owls*	
  

Fish	
  is	
  Fish	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   Label	
  parts	
  of	
  a	
  
fish	
  or	
  frog*	
  

	
   • Write	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  
a	
  friend	
  who	
  you	
  
are	
  separated	
  
from	
  

• Write	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  
someone	
  that	
  
describes	
  a	
  
special	
  event	
  or	
  
a	
  new	
  
experience	
  

Write	
  about	
  what	
  
you	
  think	
  makes	
  a	
  
good	
  friend	
  

• List	
  
characteristics	
  of	
  
fish	
  and	
  frogs*	
  

• Describe	
  each	
  
stage	
  of	
  frog’s	
  life	
  
cycle*	
  

Oonga	
  Boonga	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  	
  
Time	
  

	
   Illustrate	
  and	
  label	
  
family	
  members	
  
	
  

List	
  some	
  things	
  that	
  
help	
  comfort	
  you	
  up	
  
when	
  you	
  are	
  upset	
  

	
   Write	
  about	
  why	
  
you	
  think	
  Baby	
  
Louise	
  stopped	
  
crying	
  when	
  Daniel	
  
said	
  “Oonga	
  
Boonga”	
  

• List	
  ways	
  that	
  
babies	
  are	
  
dependent	
  on	
  
grown-­‐	
  ups	
  *	
  

• List	
  
characteristics	
  of	
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   babies	
  *	
  
Noisy	
  Nora	
  
	
  

Illustrate	
  and	
  write	
  
a	
  name	
  that	
  
describes	
  you.	
  

Examples:	
  
o Noisy	
  Nora	
  
o Silly	
  Sam	
  
o Messy	
  Mary	
  

	
   List	
  ways	
  that	
  you	
  try	
  
do	
  get	
  attention	
  

	
   • Write	
  about	
  
how	
  Nora	
  felt	
  

• Write	
  about	
  
how	
  you	
  feel	
  
when	
  your	
  mom	
  
or	
  dad	
  is	
  busy	
  
with	
  other	
  
things	
  

	
  

Whistle	
  for	
  Willy	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   	
   List	
  things	
  you	
  want	
  
to	
  learn	
  how	
  to	
  do	
  
	
  

	
   Illustrate	
  and	
  write	
  
about	
  a	
  time	
  when	
  
you	
  were	
  
determined	
  to	
  get	
  
something	
  or	
  do	
  
something	
  

Write	
  “How	
  to_”	
  
book.	
  How	
  to…	
  

o whistle	
  
o dance	
  
o -­‐	
  make	
  a	
  

snowman	
  	
  
A	
  Hat	
  for	
  Minerva	
  
Louise	
  

	
   Draw	
  and	
  label	
  
pictures	
  of	
  warm	
  
clothing	
  that	
  you	
  
would	
  wear	
  if	
  it	
  
snowed.	
  

	
   	
   Draw	
  a	
  picture	
  of	
  
Minerva	
  Louise	
  
feeling	
  proud.	
  	
  
Write	
  about	
  why	
  
you	
  think	
  she	
  felt	
  so	
  
proud.	
  

	
  

Scarecrow’s	
  Hat	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   • Illustrate	
  and	
  
write	
  about	
  
something	
  that	
  
belongs	
  to	
  you	
  
that	
  you	
  
wouldn’t	
  trade	
  
anything	
  for	
  

• Illustrate	
  and	
  
write	
  about	
  	
  a	
  
time	
  that	
  you	
  
worked	
  really	
  
hard	
  to	
  get	
  
what	
  you	
  

• List	
  ways	
  that	
  
people	
  trade	
  to	
  
get	
  what	
  they	
  
want*	
  

• Illustrate	
  and	
  
write	
  about	
  how	
  
mother	
  chickens	
  
take	
  care	
  of	
  their	
  
eggs	
  so	
  they	
  will	
  
hatch	
  into	
  baby	
  
chicks	
  *	
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wanted	
  
Click	
  Clack	
  Moo	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   	
   	
   Write	
  a	
  note	
  to	
  
someone	
  asking	
  
them	
  for	
  something	
  
you	
  want	
  

Illustrate	
  and	
  write	
  
about	
  ways	
  we	
  
communicate	
  to	
  
others:	
  

o talk	
  
o draw	
  

pictures	
  
o write	
  

	
  

Illustrate	
  and	
  
describe	
  a	
  
typewriter*	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

The	
  Little	
  Red	
  Hen	
  
Makes	
  a	
  Pizza	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   	
   • Write	
  a	
  grocery	
  
List	
  for	
  
ingredients	
  that	
  
you	
  need	
  for	
  any	
  
cooking	
  activity	
  

• Take	
  orders	
  at	
  a	
  
pizza	
  restaurant	
  

• Write	
  a	
  “To	
  do”	
  
list	
  to	
  prepare	
  for	
  
an	
  activity	
  

	
   	
   After	
  making	
  pizza	
  
write	
  a	
  recipe	
  to	
  
share	
  with	
  your	
  
family	
  

Chrysanthemum	
  
By	
  Kevin	
  Henkes	
  

• Write	
  your	
  first	
  
name	
  and	
  
count	
  the	
  
letters	
  

• Graph	
  names	
  
according	
  to	
  
number	
  of	
  
letters	
  

	
   • List	
  class	
  names	
  
according	
  to	
  
length	
  

• List	
  and	
  illustrate	
  
names	
  of	
  people	
  
that	
  are	
  also	
  
names	
  of	
  flowers	
  
o Daisy	
  
o Rose	
  
o Magnolia	
  
o Dandelion	
  
o Violet	
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o Lilly	
  
	
  

A	
  Pocket	
  for	
  
Corduroy	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

Create	
  a	
  pocket	
  
out	
  of	
  art	
  materials	
  
and	
  write	
  your	
  
name	
  on	
  it	
  

	
   List	
  ways	
  that	
  pockets	
  
are	
  useful	
  
o Keep	
  your	
  

belongings-­‐	
  keys,	
  
money,	
  tools,	
  
notes,	
  etc.	
  

o Keep	
  hands	
  warm	
  

	
   	
   Illustrate	
  and	
  write	
  
about	
  an	
  animal	
  that	
  
has	
  pockets*	
  

Corduroy	
  Lost	
  and	
  
Found	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   • Label	
  a	
  box	
  
with	
  “lost	
  and	
  
found”	
  sign	
  

• Label	
  
belongings	
  

	
   Write	
  a	
  notice	
  for	
  
lost	
  items	
  to	
  post	
  in	
  
classroom	
  

List	
  ways	
  that	
  you	
  
think	
  help	
  us	
  keep	
  
up	
  with	
  our	
  
belongings	
  
o Label	
  containers	
  	
  
o Put	
  things	
  

where	
  they	
  
belong	
  

o Write	
  your	
  
name	
  on	
  
belongings	
  

	
  

A	
  Letter	
  to	
  Amy	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  
	
  
	
  

• Create	
  your	
  
own	
  mailbox	
  
and	
  write	
  your	
  
name	
  on	
  it	
  

• In	
  dramatic	
  
play	
  (post	
  
office),	
  have	
  
customers	
  sign	
  
names	
  to	
  a	
  list	
  
when	
  they	
  pick	
  

	
   List	
  names	
  of	
  guests	
  
you	
  want	
  to	
  invite	
  to	
  
a	
  party	
  

• Write	
  letter	
  to	
  a	
  
friend	
  

• Illustrate	
  and	
  
write	
  an	
  
invitation	
  

Write	
  about	
  why	
  
you	
  think	
  Peter	
  only	
  
sent	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  Amy	
  
and	
  not	
  the	
  other	
  
guests.	
  

Write	
  about	
  what	
  
happens	
  to	
  a	
  letter	
  
after	
  you	
  put	
  it	
  in	
  the	
  
mailbox	
  *	
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up	
  their	
  mail	
  
or	
  send	
  a	
  letter	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

Annie	
  and	
  the	
  Wild	
  
Animals	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   Label	
  pictures	
  of	
  
animals	
  as	
  tame	
  or	
  
wild	
  

	
   	
   Illustrate	
  	
  and	
  write	
  
a	
  notice	
  for	
  Annie’s	
  
lost	
  cat	
  Taffy	
  

• Write	
  about	
  how	
  
mother	
  cats	
  take	
  
care	
  of	
  their	
  
kittens	
  *	
  

• Write	
  about	
  
where	
  mother	
  
cats	
  have	
  their	
  
kittens	
  *	
  

Carlos	
  and	
  the	
  
Squash	
  Plant	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   Illustrate	
  and	
  label	
  
the	
  stages	
  of	
  
growth	
  of	
  seed	
  to	
  
plant*	
  

• Illustrate	
  and	
  list	
  
what	
  is	
  needed	
  
for	
  plants	
  to	
  grow	
  
*	
  

• Write	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  
reasons	
  why	
  we	
  
should	
  take	
  baths	
  

	
   • Write	
  about	
  
why	
  you	
  think	
  
Carlos	
  wanted	
  
to	
  hide	
  the	
  
squash	
  plant	
  
from	
  his	
  
parents.	
  

• Write	
  about	
  
why	
  you	
  think	
  it	
  
is	
  important	
  to	
  
tell	
  the	
  truth.	
  

• Illustrate	
  and	
  list	
  
what	
  is	
  needed	
  
for	
  plants	
  to	
  grow	
  
*	
  

• Write	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  
reasons	
  why	
  we	
  
should	
  take	
  baths	
  
*	
  

• Illustrate	
  and	
  
label	
  the	
  stages	
  
of	
  growth	
  of	
  seed	
  
to	
  plant*	
  

Matthew	
  and	
  Tilly	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   	
   • List	
  reasons	
  why	
  
people	
  argue	
  

• List	
  fun	
  things	
  you	
  
do	
  with	
  friends	
  	
  
together	
  

If	
  you	
  were	
  Tilly	
  and	
  
you	
  were	
  going	
  to	
  
write	
  Matthew	
  a	
  
letter	
  about	
  how	
  you	
  
felt,	
  what	
  would	
  you	
  
write?	
  

Write	
  about	
  why	
  
you	
  sometimes	
  get	
  
angry	
  with	
  friends	
  

List	
  things	
  we	
  can	
  do	
  
to	
  help	
  us	
  get	
  along	
  
with	
  friends	
  *	
  

Horray	
  for	
  Pinata	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  

	
   	
   List	
  traditions	
  for	
  
celebrating	
  birthdays	
  
*	
  

Write	
  thank	
  you	
  
notes	
  (to	
  a	
  friend)	
  
thanking	
  him/her	
  for	
  

Write	
  about	
  why	
  
you	
  think	
  Samson	
  
was	
  such	
  a	
  good	
  

• Describe	
  the	
  
steps	
  of	
  making	
  a	
  
Piñata	
  *	
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Time	
  
	
  
	
  

something	
  they	
  did	
   friend	
   • List	
  traditions	
  for	
  
celebrating	
  
birthdays	
  *	
  

Dandelion	
   • Sign	
  your	
  
name	
  with	
  a	
  
“fancy”	
  pen	
  

• Sign	
  your	
  
name	
  to	
  a	
  
guest	
  list	
  

• In	
  dramatic	
  
play	
  hair	
  salon,	
  
sign	
  your	
  
name	
  to	
  a	
  
waiting	
  list	
  for	
  
services	
  

	
   • List	
  names	
  of	
  
guests	
  you	
  want	
  
to	
  invite	
  to	
  a	
  
party	
  

• List	
  items	
  you	
  
need	
  for	
  a	
  party	
  

• Write	
  letter	
  to	
  a	
  
friend	
  

• Illustrate	
  and	
  
write	
  an	
  
invitation	
  

• Write	
  about	
  
why	
  you	
  think	
  
Dandelion	
  was	
  
so	
  upset	
  when	
  
Jennifer	
  Giraffe	
  
didn’t	
  recognize	
  
him	
  

• Write	
  about	
  a	
  
time	
  when	
  you	
  
like	
  to	
  get	
  
dressed	
  up	
  	
  

	
  

Rabbits	
  and	
  
Raindrops	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   • Label	
  
photographs	
  
that	
  are	
  of	
  
people	
  who	
  
are	
  familiar	
  to	
  
you	
  

• Label	
  pictures	
  
of	
  places	
  as	
  
familiar	
  or	
  
unfamiliar	
  	
  

Make	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  familiar	
  
places	
  

	
   • List	
  ways	
  that	
  
the	
  stories	
  
Rabbits	
  and	
  
Raindrops	
  and	
  
Owl	
  Babies	
  are	
  
the	
  same	
  

• List	
  ways	
  that	
  
the	
  stories	
  
Rabbits	
  and	
  
Raindrops	
  and	
  
Owl	
  Babies	
  are	
  
different.	
  

	
  

• Illustrate	
  and	
  
write	
  about	
  when	
  
you	
  did	
  
something	
  for	
  the	
  
first	
  time	
  

• List	
  materials	
  that	
  
are	
  waterproof	
  *	
  

• List	
  and	
  illustrate	
  
what	
  you	
  would	
  
see	
  during	
  a	
  
thunderstorm	
  *	
  

• Write	
  and	
  
illustrate	
  facts	
  
about	
  why	
  
people	
  and	
  
animals	
  need	
  
shelter	
  *	
  

Gilberto	
  and	
  the	
  
Wind	
  

	
   	
   • List	
  ways	
  that	
  
wind	
  can	
  be	
  

	
   • Write	
  ways	
  that	
  
you	
  think	
  wind	
  

Write	
  and	
  illustrate	
  
facts	
  about	
  	
  wind	
  *	
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*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

helpful	
  
• List	
  ways	
  that	
  

wind	
  can	
  be	
  
destructive	
  

can	
  be	
  helpful	
  
and	
  add	
  
illustrations.	
  

• Write	
  ways	
  that	
  
you	
  think	
  wind	
  
can	
  be	
  
destructive	
  and	
  
add	
  
illustrations.	
  

Snowy	
  Day	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   	
   • List	
  clothes	
  that	
  
people	
  should	
  
wear	
  in	
  the	
  snow	
  

• List	
  activities	
  that	
  
you	
  could	
  do	
  in	
  
the	
  snow	
  

	
   Write	
  about	
  why	
  
you	
  think	
  Peter	
  felt	
  
disappointed	
  when	
  
he	
  discovered	
  that	
  
his	
  pocket	
  was	
  
empty	
  

Write	
  some	
  facts	
  that	
  
you	
  learned	
  from	
  the	
  
informational	
  book	
  
Snow	
  that	
  help	
  us	
  
understand	
  why:	
  
• Peter’s	
  snowball	
  

disappeared	
  in	
  
his	
  pocket	
  

• Why	
  there	
  was	
  a	
  
dark	
  spot	
  on	
  
Peter’s	
  pocket	
  

Max’s	
  Dragon	
  Shirt	
   	
   • Label	
  prices	
  for	
  
items	
  in	
  a	
  
dramatic	
  play	
  
department	
  
store	
  (where	
  
Max	
  and	
  Ruby	
  
went)	
  

• Write	
  receipts	
  
for	
  purchases	
  
in	
  dramatic	
  
play	
  

List	
  ways	
  that	
  will	
  
help	
  you	
  stay	
  safe	
  
when	
  you	
  are	
  
shopping	
  with	
  a	
  
grown	
  up	
  

	
   Make	
  a	
  	
  poster	
  	
  that	
  
reminds	
  parents	
  
what	
  to	
  do	
  when	
  
they	
  	
  are	
  shopping	
  
with	
  young	
  children	
  

	
  

Dear	
  Juno	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  

	
   Label	
  drawings	
  in	
  a	
  
picture	
  that	
  you	
  
send	
  to	
  someone	
  

	
   Write	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  
someone	
  who	
  is	
  far	
  
away	
  

	
   Illustrate	
  and	
  write	
  
about	
  ways	
  that	
  we	
  
can	
  communicate	
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Time	
   with	
  people	
  when	
  
they	
  are	
  far	
  away	
  *	
  

The	
  Lion	
  and	
  the	
  
Little	
  Red	
  Bird	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   • Label	
  drawings	
  
in	
  a	
  picture	
  or	
  
mural	
  

• Write	
  a	
  story	
  
about	
  the	
  
pictures	
  that	
  
you	
  labeled	
  in	
  
your	
  drawing	
  

• List	
  ways	
  that	
  the	
  
little	
  red	
  bird	
  and	
  
the	
  lion	
  were	
  
different	
  from	
  
each	
  other.	
  

• List	
  ways	
  that	
  the	
  
little	
  red	
  bird	
  and	
  
the	
  lion	
  were	
  the	
  
same.	
  

	
  
• Draw	
  a	
  picture	
  of	
  

you	
  and	
  a	
  friend	
  
then	
  list	
  the	
  ways	
  
you	
  are	
  different	
  
from	
  each	
  other	
  

	
   Write	
  about	
  why	
  
you	
  think	
  it	
  is	
  good	
  
to	
  be	
  friendly	
  to	
  
people	
  even	
  though	
  
they	
  are	
  very	
  
different	
  from	
  you	
  

• List	
  ways	
  that	
  you	
  
can	
  use	
  things	
  
from	
  nature	
  to	
  
make	
  art	
  *	
  

• Write	
  a	
  recipe	
  for	
  
making	
  paint	
  	
  

Kittens	
  First	
  Moon	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

	
   	
   After	
  looking	
  at	
  
photos	
  of	
  the	
  moon	
  
and	
  a	
  bowl	
  of	
  milk,	
  
list	
  ways	
  they	
  look	
  the	
  
same	
  

	
   Illustrate	
  and	
  write	
  
about	
  why	
  you	
  think	
  
Kitten	
  was	
  so	
  
determined	
  to	
  get	
  
what	
  she	
  thought	
  
was	
  a	
  bowl	
  of	
  milk.	
  

Illustrate	
  and	
  write	
  
about	
  the	
  different	
  
phases	
  of	
  the	
  moon.	
  
(full,	
  half	
  moon,	
  
crescent	
  moon)	
  *	
  

The	
  Ugly	
  Vegetable	
  
	
  
*following	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  

Write	
  your	
  name	
  
under	
  the	
  picture	
  
of	
  the	
  vegetable	
  
that	
  you	
  like	
  best	
  
(graph)	
  

Label	
  plants	
  in	
  a	
  
garden	
  (drawing	
  of	
  
garden	
  or	
  real	
  
class	
  garden)	
  

List	
  vegetables	
  that	
  
you	
  like	
  to	
  eat	
  

	
   Write	
  your	
  name	
  
under	
  the	
  picture	
  of	
  
the	
  vegetable	
  that	
  
you	
  like	
  best	
  (graph)	
  

Write	
  a	
  recipe	
  for	
  
vegetable	
  soup	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
  

*	
  A	
  REAL	
  Time	
  activity	
  should	
  proceed	
  the	
  writing	
  activity	
  so	
  that	
  children	
  have	
  the	
  information	
  to	
  write	
  what	
  they	
  learned.	
  
Note	
  that	
  some	
  activities	
  are	
  listed	
  more	
  than	
  once	
  because	
  they	
  could	
  be	
  used	
  for	
  different	
  writing	
  types	
  


