-1 Rollins Center for Language & Literacy

REAL Time Guide for Reading Informational Texts

Complex Storybook The Snowy Day

Informational Text(s) | Snow (teacher made)

Topic How do snowballs disappear?

Read and Explore

STATE: Topic/World Knowledge in the Form of a Question — When we read this book (The Snowy Day), | had some questions (show page 23).
One question | had was, “How did that snowball that Peter put in his pocket disappear?” Another question that | had was, “Why is that dark spot
(point to spot on Peter’s jacket) on Peter’s snowsuit? It wasn’t there before (point to Peter’s snowsuit on page 6) but it is here now (turn back to

page 23).”

Purpose of the Read (to find out about topic) — | found this book that has information about snow. The title is Snow. Let’s read and see if we can
find out how a snowball could disappear and maybe we will also find out what caused this dark spot to appear on Peter’s jacket.

TEACH: Information Related to Topic - Questions | had: How do snowballs disappear?

Page # | Information to Push-In Text Tool to Teach Vocabulary Plan for ELs
1 First | am going to turn to the table of contents (point to - table of contents Frontload
the table of contents). The table of contents tells us what - heading vocabulary:
isin the book and the page that it is on. So here | can find
out if the information | need is in this book. Let’s see. | - Heading
notice here the words say Temperature Changes and - Table of
Snow. | wonder if this section of the book would have contents
information on why snow would disappear. Let’s turn to
page 7 and find out.

Read Rl ht This material is copyright protected by the Rollins Center for Language & Literacy at the Atlanta Speech School. Please reproduce for use with
g teachers, leaders, and parents. For more information, contact the Rollins Center at Rollinsinfo@ AtlantaSpeechSchool.org.

From the Start



7 Read Heading: These words in dark letters say - bold print Temperature | Frontload
Temperature Changes. So everything in this section is - glossary - how hot or vocabulary:
about temperature. Temperature means how hot or cold it - photographs cold it is
is. Read page 7. Call attention to the word solid in bold Solid - - Bold
print. “This word must be important. It is in dark letters, something - Print
bold print. Let’s look in the back of the book at a section hard that
call the glossary. The glossary is a list of important words keeps its
in the book and the glossary explains what the word shape
means.” Demonstrate the use of the glossary. After Liquid - a
reading page 7, connect photograph of snowball and substance
snowman to Peter’s snowball and Peter’s snowman. that flows like

water
Remains -
stays

8-10 Read page 8. Call attention to the word melt in dark * glossary Melt - when Frontload
letters/bold print. “Here is another important word. | * bold text something vocabulary:
want to know what melt means, so let’s look in the back in * photographs changes from
the glossary.” Continue to read page 9. After reading a solid to a - solid
page 9, say, “Now | think | understand how Peter’s liquid when - liquid
snowball disappeared. Remember, he put it in his pocket the - change
and went inside his house where it was warm. When Peter temperature
put his snowball where the temperature was warmer it gets warmer
must have melted. It changed from a solid, hard snowball
to a puddle of water, just like in this photograph. | think it
melted inside his pocket.

12 Point to the dark spot on Peter’s snowsuit (page 23) in * glossary Absorb - to Frontload
The Snowy Day. Say, “Remember, | wanted to find out why e bold text take in vocabulary:
the dark spot appeared on Peter’s snowsuit. Look at this e photographs
next page in the information book (page 12). This shirt has - absorb
a dark spot on it. Let’s read and find out what the words
tell us.” Read the text and explain the meaning of absorb
as you demonstrate the use of the glossary.

After reading page 12 say, “I'm thinking that when the
snow melted in Peter’s pocket, his coat must have
absorbed the water and it left a wet spot just like on this
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shirt. (Point to shirt.) Let’s keep reading.”

13 After reading page 13 say, “So, this information that | just * glossary Waterproof -
read makes me think that Peter’s snowsuit was not (optional since | material that
waterproof. It was made of material that was absorbent you have absorbs water
because it absorbed the water. It soaked up the water already Absorbent -
from the snowball that melted. modeled using | material that

it twice and the | takes in water
text explains
meaning)

* photographs

7

Ask and Learn

ASK: Question Related to Topic — Now that we know more information about snow, tell me, “How do you think Peter’s
snowball disappeared?” “Why did a dark/wet spot appear after the snowball melted?”

Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the topic.

RESPOND:

- Take note of children’s interests and follow through/explore at the appropriate time.
Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.

Use correct syntax.

Model rich vocabulary.

Build on children’s statements by adding more information.
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