
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?

Focus Words:

Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take care of and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan

Create/crear (kreh-ahr): to make something new/hacer algo nuevo

Imagination/imaginación (ee-mah-hee-nah-syohn): making up a picture or idea in your mind/cuando creamos cosas en nuestra mente que no existen en la realidad

Mural/mural (moo-rahl): a large painting on a wall/pintura muy grande que se hace en una pared

Transform/transformer (trahns-fohr-mahr): to change completely/cambiar

Main Idea: When we use our imagination and work together, we can do, create,  and transform things to help others.
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: What art is special to your family? To your culture? Send in or text/email in pictures of art from your community or home culture. This might 
be a mural, a sculpture, or even a song!

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple lan-

guages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Hey Wall!: Imagination/imaginación (ee-mah-hee-nah-syohn), Mural/mural (moo-rahl), Transform/transformer (trahns-fohr-mahr)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Block Area: 

Create a neighborhood 
in block area. In the story, 

they created a plan for their 
mural. Before building, create 

a plan or “blue print.” (Put 
out white paper and blue 

crayons).

Science 
and Art:

Use large paint brushes and 
water and cooperate to paint a 

group mural on the sidewalk outside.

Notice that the water dries and the 
mural disappears. Explain that the water 

is evaporating, turning in to small 
particles in the air. Paint again- and 

use your imaginations! Work 
as a community!

Joy:

Have a celebration 
together – just because 

you are a classroom 
community! Eat a special 

snack, make and wear party 
hats and have a dancing party.

Art: 

Create a mural together 
on one large piece of butcher 

paper. Talk about feelings - such 
as feeling lonely, joy, hope- and how 

feelings can be represented in art in ways 
that others can understand and connect 

with. Illustrate feelings and talk about how 
our imagination helps us make a picture or 
idea in our minds that we can share and can 
help us connect us to each other.  Hang it 
in the classroom or in the hall and revisit 

it when it is important for us to name 
and understand our big feelings.

Art 
and Culture:

Look at photographs of 
murals around the world. 

Talk about how they are the 
same and different. See how 

many of the vocabulary words 
children use as they lead the 

conversation!

Music 
and Movement: 

Listen to hip hop and 
salsa music and dance 

with scarves.

Family 
Connection:

As a family, create a shared sketch 
or drawing with representations of 

people, places, memories, or hopes that are 
important to you.  Spend time talking about 

the meaning behind each person’s addition to 
the family sketch. Notice how together you have 
transformed this paper to something that has 

meaning for you all individually and as a 
family. Together decide on a name for 

your shared masterpiece and put in 
on the refrigerator.  

Hey Wall! 
by Susan Verde


