
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Story Title:  One Dark Night 
                                                                                     

Author:  Hazel Hutchins 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: I noticed a cat and 
dark clouds and lightning in the night 
sky here on the cover. It looks like a 
thunderstorm is coming. I wonder what 
will happen to the cat. What will it do? 
Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember, in this 
story a thunderstorm was about to 
start. Jonathan was trying to help a 
cat who was protecting her kittens. I 
wonder how Jonathan’s grandparents 
felt about this. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
this story so well, I would like you to 
help tell the story. Remember when 
Jonathan disobeyed his grandfather 
and ran outside? I wonder why he did 
that. Let’s read and find out. 

Main Idea: To protect the ones you love, you may have to be brave and take a risk. 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or tell child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 dark night flashes, baroom  

Pg. 4 Jonathan, something (point to cat) looking  

Pg. 5 
stray cat throws open, “Look out! I 

think she’s got a mouse!” 
races- runs really fast 
stray- doesn’t have a home, doesn’t belong to anybody 
afraid- scared 

Pg. 7 kitten  kitten- a baby cat 

Pg. 10 stray cat Baroom! dashes- runs really fast, races 

Pg. 11 
  brooding- scary and spooky 

gently- carefully 

Pg. 14 
bathrobe, kitten  as ever best we can- so they’ll do their best and try as 

hard as they can to take care of the kitten 

Pg. 15 two green eyes, second kitten scratching, peer races- runs really fast 

Pg. 17 
storm, stray cat Baroom! darts- runs really fast 

echo- repeated sound (of the thunder) 

Pg. 19 kittens wind whips, splat! splat! hurtles- moves the rain quickly 

Pg. 21 
rain, she, Jonathan Baaaarrrroooooom!, 

drums 
 

Pg. 24 
he, one boy, one cat, third small 

kitten 
 battle- fight 

Pg. 25 puddles   

Pg. 28 
stray cat, family climbs, licking, nudging, 

arranging 
arranging- putting things in certain places 

Focus Tier 2:   Vocabulary (words may not be included in the story but related to use throughout your reads and 
throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”): 
1. Searching- looking everywhere for 
2. Worried- was scared that something bad might happen 
3. Frightened- very scared 
4. Protect- keep safe 
5. Dependent – not able to take care of yourself/needing someone to do things for you 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut/taping these notes 

directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to run your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 5 

The creature that was looking 
at him was a stray cat. I think 

that when the boy opened the 
door the cat ran inside because 

it was frightened. 

Pg. 5 

Look at Jonathan’s grandparents. I 
think they are feeling worried about 

the stray cat running into their house. 
They do not know where it came from 

or what it is carrying. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?”  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 7 
Pg. 9 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 28 
Pg. 29 

Pg. 7 

I’m thinking that the stray cat 
is the kitten’s mom and she is 
trying to protect it from the 
thunderstorm. She carries it 

into the house where it is safe 
& dry. 

Pg. 11 

His Grandfather is worried about 
Jonathan. He wants to protect him 
from getting soaked in the rain or 
struck by lightning in the storm. 

Pg. 9 

Now the storm is only one mile 
away! It’s getting closer but the 
stray cat dashes back outside! I 

bet she’s searching for 
something. 

Pg. 15 

Look at the stray cat’s eyes. I think she 
feels frightened. I wonder if that is 

because she knows there is one more 
kitten still outside all by itself. 

Pg. 
11 

I am thinking Jonathan is 
worried about the stray cat 
going into the storm. But his 
Grandfather keeps him from 

going outside. 

Pg. 21 

Look at his face. He is very worried 
about the stray cat outside searching. I 

bet he is thinking, “The thunder is 
powerful and the rain is pouring. What 

is going to happen to the stray cat? 

Pg. 
15 

The stray cat ran out because 
there was another kitten! I’m 

thinking the stray cat knew the 
kitten could not take care of 

itself & was dependent on her 
to protect it. 

Pg. 24 
 

I bet Jonathan’s grandparents were 
very worried when he ran out of the 

house into the thunderstorm because 
they were scared he would get hurt. 

Pg. 
24 

Now Jonathan is outside trying 
to protect the stray cat & a 

kitten! I think both Jonathan & 
the stray cat are being brave. 

Pg. 28 

I bet the stray cat is feeling very 
relieved and thankful to have her 

babies safely inside out of harm’s way. 
They are dependent on her to protect 

them and take care of them. 

Pg. 
28 

Now I know why she was 
being so brave! She loves her 
kittens & wants to protect & 

take care of them. 

Pg. 29 

I am thinking the Grandparents are 
feeling very relieved that their 

grandson did not get hurt in the 
dangerous thunderstorm. 



 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

Why did the stray cat bring the 
kittens inside the home? Why did 

she keep returning into the 
storm? 

 

Why did Jonathan’s grandparents 
want him to stay inside? 

 

Why did Jonathan go outside 
even after his grandparents had 
told him not to, knowing that it 

was dangerous? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  
 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea To protect the ones you love, you may have to be brave and take a risk. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Pretend to take care of a cat and her kittens. 
Writing Center: Have children draw and write about a time they were worried. 
Small Groups: Create a storm collage using paper and cotton balls. 



 

 


