Planning for Responsive Interactions

(with your Conversational Partners throughout the Day)

Think of each child in your classroom
and ask yourself:

e How will | engage in responsive interactions
during each of these parts of the day?

e What do | know about the children | teach that

General Tips for What new vocabulary will support me in being more responsive to

Responsive Interactions will I introduce? each one of them?

e How and when will | use what | know to be more
responsive to the children’s abilities and
interests?

e How will | make each child my conversational
partner?

Opportunities
in my daily
schedule

e Greet each child by name as they
arrive

e Greet families and support children
as they separate from families

e Greet children and families using
some words in their home language

Arrival e Tune in to children and
acknowledge how they are feeling

e Comfort children and help them
adjust to their classroom

e Tune in to special happenings going
on at home that the family might
be sharing with you
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Planning for Responsive Interactions

(with your Conversational Partners throughout the Day)

e Maintain eye contact

e Use child-directed-speech

e Pair touch with language

e Talk about what the child is doing

Diaper e Talk about what you are doing
Changing | Singsongs or say nursery rhymes,

in English and in children’s home
languages

e Use a few words in the child’s home
language

Build conversations around children’s

interests and join in their play:

e Tune in to children and talk about
what they are interested in
Honor all attempts to communicate
Use child-directed speech and
pauses between sentences
Use touch accompanied with talk

Indoor e Use gestures to accompany talk

Activities: |« Focus conversation on what child is

interested (adults and infants/

Tummy Time toddlers talk about the same

Play time object)

Center Time |® Joinin children’s play, become part

Small groups of their world

e Accept children’s use and mixing of
their home language and English

e Sit with the children and guide and
support their interests and
exploration

e Always focus on interacting with
the children in responsive and
loving ways
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Planning for Responsive Interactions

(with your Conversational Partners throughout the Day)

Tune in to children’s interests

e Create language around children’s
books

e Include books in the languages
and of the cultures represented
in the classroom

e Ask families or community
volunteers to come read to the
children in their home languages

e Point to illustrations as you say
words

e Act out the meaning of words as

Book Sharing you say them.

e Tell the meaning of key words in
book

e Encourage children to point to
pictures that show meaning of key
words or, if they are talking, to use
key vocabulary to name pictures

e Ask simple questions about events,
characters’ actions or feelings

e For rhyming books, also read to
emphasize rhythm and rhyme

e Read rhymes and sing songs in
different languages

e Use every moment to engage in
responsive interactions

e Sing songs or say rhymes, including
in the children’s home languages

Handwashing
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Planning for Responsive Interactions

(with your Conversational Partners throughout the Day)

e Sit with children and make
face-to-face contact

e With infants and young toddlers

Meal Time/ talk about the here and now

Snack Time |e With older toddlers talk about
recent experiences (past or future)

e Use some words in the home
language

e Using a calm nurturing, loving,
voice assist children with getting
settled with their mats and blankets

e Comfort children by singing calm
songs or saying nap time rhymes

Preparation
for Nap

e Engage in responsive interactions
with children

Outside Time | ¢ Use every moment to build positive

relationships with children and

build language

e Make a connection with the child
before he leaves for the day

e Assist children with gathering their
belongings

e Let children know that you will be
looking forward to seeing them
when they return

e Connect with families - take time
to share some highlights of the
child’s day

e Say good bye in the children’s home
language

Departure
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