
LITERACY AND 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Infants and Young Toddlers 

 

 

Equality    ·    Choice   ·     Voice    ·    Dialogue    ·    Reflection    ·    Reciprocity    ·    Praxis 

 

 



 

 

Infants/Young Toddlers Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Nature, Animals, Plants, Living Things, Insects, Life Cycles, Ecology 
                                                                   

 

 

                                                                             

MARCH/APRIL INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
HOW DOES THE WORLD WORK? HOW CAN WE TAKE CARE OF EARTH’S LIVING AND NON-LIVING THINGS?   

HOW DO THEY TAKE CARE OF US? 

Use child directed 
speech, touch, 
and a joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 

experiences while 
reading.

Model book handling 
skills without 

interrupting the flow 
of the story. “Let’s 

turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 
key vocabulary to 

name pictures.

Summarize after 
reading the story by 

returning to 
important ideas in 
the book, asking 
questions, and 

modeling answers.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners

Prepare for your read aloud:
•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant and elefante (Spanish). 
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even 

when the book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

When you are ready to read the book: 

•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Ideally, reads should be done one on one or with small groups of two to three children. You can group children who speak the same first language together. 

During the read:
•Make connections for focus words between English and first language. For example, you can say “(Child's name) is my friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-go)." 
•Point out cognates: Plant/planta (plahn-tah)

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song!



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 1 words for infants/young toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in 
playful and loving interactions and capture the 
child’s/ children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure 
summarizing 
statement connects 
to the introductory 
statement. 

 
 
 
 
 

Dog’s first 
Baby 

by Natalie 
Nelson 

Dog/perro (peh-rroh) 

Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh) 

Admire/admirar (ahd-mee-rahr): To like/gustar 

Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): Give things to others/dar nuestras 
cosas a otros 

Same/mismo; igual (mees-moh   ee-gwahl): Like the other one/algo 
que es como otra cosa  

Stretch/estirar (ehs-tee-rahr): Reach out; become longer/hacer que 
algo se vuelve más grande  

Focus words 

PAT 
P: dog, baby, front paws, back paws, tail,  A: smell, sleep, stretch, howl, 
eat, eat, hide, seek 

Pass around a puppy (puppet/stuffed 
animal/puppy made from paper and popsicle 
stick). 

 Sing –              My Puppy is With  

My puppy is with (e.g. Maria- sing child’s 
name),  

My puppy is right here with me…  
My puppy is with (e.g. Caleb -sing other child’s 

name).  
My puppy loves to run free!  

 
Come back, come back, oh come back my 

puppy to me, to me.  
Come back, come back, oh come back and sit 

here with me! 

 (To the tune of “My Bonny lies over the 
ocean”) 

This book is called Dog’s 
First Baby. This dog has 
never had a baby in his 
family before and now he 
does! I wonder what the dog 
thinks of the new baby. Let’s 
read and find out! 

What are some 
things that the 
dog thinks about 
the new baby? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Touch and 
Feel: Puppy 

by DK 

Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh) 

Touch/tocar (toh-kahr) 

Fluffy/esponjoso (ehs-pohng-hoh-soh) 

Soft; smooth/suave (swah-beh): Flat, no bumps 

Pet/mascota (mahs-koh-tah): An animal that is part of your family/un 
animal que hace parte de nuestra familia  

PAT 
 P: tummy, ears, slipper, ball, noses A: Spend time touching this book 
together with the child on your lap! Things to also act out: Tickle, pull, 
chewing. T: Talk with babies about the textures and ways things feel as 
you touch them together!  

With puppy stuffed animal or puppet. 

Sing –               My Puppy is Soft 

I pet my friend the puppy. 
He’s as soft as can be. 

I love him and he loves me! 
You pet the puppy. 
He feels fluffy too. 

You like him and he likes you! 

(To the tune of “The more we get together”) 

Oh! Look at these cute 
puppies! Let’s read this book 
called Touch and Feel Puppy 
and look at lots of different 
kinds of puppies and see 
how they feel. 

How did the 
puppies feel 
when we touched 
them? 

  



 

 

 Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 1 words for infants/young toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children 
in playful and loving interactions and 
capture the child’s/ children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to 
the illustration on 
the book’s 
cover. Name the title 
of the book and the 
purpose for reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure 
summarizing 
statement connects 
to the introductory 
statement. 

 
 
 
 
 

I love You 
Sun, I Love 
You Moon 
(bilingual)  

by Karen 
Pandell  

Love/amor (ah-mohr) 

Bug/insecto (een-sehk-toh) 

Flower/flor (flohr) 

Moon/luna (loo-nah) 

Rabbit/conejo (koh-neh-hoh) 

Sun/sol (sohl) 

PAT 
P: sun, sheep, tree, bird, fish, flower, rabbit, rock, bug, stars, water, wolf, moon 
A: wind (blow) 
T: Earth- the planet where we live 

Sing –   

I love you 
I love you, (say child’s name).  

Oh yes, I do.  
I love you (say child’s name).  

Oh yes, it’s true. 
 I love to read and play and learn with 

you.  
Oh, (say child’s name), I love you.  

Yes, I do! 
 

 (To the tune of “We love you, Conrad!”) 

This book is called 
I Love You Sun, I 
Love You Moon. I 
wonder what else 
these children love 
in the world. Let’s 
read and find out 

What are some of 
the things that the 
children in this 
book love about 
the world? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My First 
Book: Nature  

by DK 

Ground/suelo (sweh-loh) 

Food/comida (koh-mee-dah) 

Nature/naturaleza (nah-too-rah-leh-sah): Things in the world that are not made by 
us/lo que hay en nuestro mundo que no creamos nosotros 

Forest/bosque (bohs-keh): A big space with trees/un sitio donde hay muchos árboles  

Meadow/pradera (prah-deh-rah): A big space with grass and flowers/un espacio 
grade con yerba y flores 

PAT 
P: rabbit, worm, spider, ant, squirrel, deer, etc. A:  You and the children can make 
sounds that animals make or act out the things living things do and how they move  
T: Talk about any of the pictures of living things in nature as you point to, talk about, 
and act out anything that the children seem interested in. This book has great 
pictures and content to return to time and time again across the year and across 
inquiries to spend time with a few pages that connect to children’s interest or other 
content you are working on together. There are so many ways this book offers 
support as we wonder and discuss how the world works, what living things need, 
farms and where our food comes from, and weather, seasons, and ways we move 
and dress. Follow the child’s lead and attention, tuning in to what they are interested 
in and want to talk about more.  

Sing –        

Nature, Nature, all around 

Nature, Nature, all around. 
In the sky and under ground. 

In the water, in the air. 
Nature is everywhere. 

Thank you, Nature, you are grand. 
You share with us the water  

and the land where we stand. 

(To the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little 
Star”) 

Look at these 
beautiful pictures 
of real things that 
you can find in 
nature, or outside. 
This is My First 
Nature. Let’s read 
it together and 
learn more about 
what we can see in 
nature, or outside. 

What are some of 
the things in 
nature that we 
learned about in 
this book? Let’s 
look back and see 
a few of them! 



 

 

 Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 1 words for infants/young toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in 
playful and loving interactions and capture 
the child’s/ children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the illustration on the 
book’s cover. Name the title of the book 
and the purpose for reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure 
summarizing 
statement connects 
to the introductory 
statement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Spring Stroll 
in the City  

by Cathy Goldberg 
Fishman  

Playful/juguetón (hoo-geh-tohn) 

Ready/listo (lees-toh) 

Cool/frío (free-oh): Not too cold, not too warm/ni frío ni 
caliente  

Cold/frío (free-oh): The opposite of hot/lo opuesto de 
caliente  

Warm/cálido(a) (kah-lee-doh): Not too hot, not too cool/lo 
opuesto de frío 

Hot/caliente (kah-lyehn-teh): The opposite of cold/lo 
opuesto de frío 

PAT 
P: shamrock, kites, tree, tulips, dresses, eggs, bowl, 
puppies, kittens, scarves A: Point to and act out the objects 
on each page, dancing T: stroll- walk; matzo- a flat bread  

Sing –              

I Hear Thunder 

I hear thunder- (drumbeat on floor)  
I hear thunder-  

You do too (point to child)  
You do too.  

Pitter patter raindrops (wiggle fingers)  
Pitter patter raindrops 

 I’m wet too (point to self)  
So are you. (point to child)  

(Finger play to the Tune of “Where is 
Thumbkin?”) 

This book is called A Spring Stroll in 
the City. It looks like this little girl is 
going on a stroll, or a walk, outside 
(point). I wonder what she will see on 
her stroll. Let’s read and find out! 

What did the little 
girl see on her 
stroll? Let’s look 
back together and 
see! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All year round:  
A Book of 
Seasons 

(indestructible) 
by Amy Pixton and  

Carolina Búzio 

Playful/juguetón (hoo-geh-tohn) 

Bunch/un puñado (poo-nyah-doh) 

Stroll/paseo (pah-seh-oh): A short, slow walk/un paseo 
corto y lento 

Dance/bailar (bay-lahr): Move to the music/moverse al son 
de la música  

Stack/pila (pee-lah): A pile of something/una pila de cosas, 
una encima de otra   

PAT 

 P: snowflakes, sled, snowballs, tongues, puddles and 
umbrellas (after the rain), sand and seashells- and a sun hat 
(beach); fireflies, red leaves, yellow leaves, orange leaves, 
animals A: catch T: bundle up- put on many clothes; warm- 
not too hot, not too cool; fresh- new and green; flash- light 
up 

Rhythm and Rhyme –    

Strolling Along 

Strolling along, 
singing a song. 

Walking on by, 
saying “hi.” 

Feeling the beat 
as I move my feet. 

You read with me and I’ll read with you! 

(Spoken poem with Rhythm and Rhyme 
emphasize the rhyming words in the couplet) 

Look at this happy baby! I see a big 
smile on his face! This book is called 
All Year Round. Let’s read it and find 
out the different ways this baby 
grows and gets ready to play outside 
in different weather and seasons – 
like when it is hot or when it is rainy! 

What were some 
of the things that 
the baby does in 
different weather 
and seasons across 
the year? Let’s 
look back and see! 

 
  



 

 

 Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 1 words for infants/young 
toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in playful and loving 
interactions and capture the child’s/ children’s interest in the 
book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of 
the book and the 
purpose for reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Go 
Outside 

(indestructible) 
by Amy Pixton 

Big/grande (grahn-deh) 

Outside/afuera (ah-fweh-rah) 

Busy/ocupado (oh-koo-pah-doh): Have a lot to 
do/tener mucho que hacer  

Stretch/estirar (ehs-tee-rahr): Reach out; 
become longer/hacer que algo se vuelve más 
grande  

PAT 
P: sky, tree, fish, bee A: stretch, buzz 
 

Sing –        

Let’s Go, Let’s Go to the Big Outside 

Let’s go, let’s go to the big outside.  
There’s so much beauty out there.  

With the big blue sky and the land below. 
 Let’s go see the world we all share.  

(To the tune of “Oh where, oh where has my little dog gone?”) 

Look at this friend! It 
looks like he is riding 
on the shoulders of his 
brother or his uncle or 
his dad. They are 
having so much fun! 
Let’s read this book 
called Let’s Go 
Outside! And see all 
the fun things they 
can do together 
outside. 

What are some of the 
fun things that this 
friend did outside? Let’s 
look back and see! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words of the 
World: Plants  

By Motomitsu 
Maehara 

Language/idioma (ee-dyoh-mah) 

Flower/flor (flohr) 

Leaf/hoja (oh-hah) 

Plant/planta (plahn-tah) 

Tree/árbol (ahr-bohl) 

PAT 
P: cactus, sunflower, oak tree, fir tree, orchid, 
rose, baobab tree, palm tree, apple tree, 
poppy, sequoia, ginkgo, snake plant, fern, 
carrot, mimosa plant, tulip T: Point to pictures 
on the page and talk about the characteristics 
of the plant you are looking for on each page. 
For example, you might point to the cactus and 
say-- “Ouch! A cactus has thorns that are 
sharp. I wonder if the cactus’ thorns protect 
the cactus from animals that eat plants. 
Animals would not eat a plant that has sharp, 
pointy thorns.”  

Sing –                               The Trees are Growing 
The trees are growing tall (raise arms above head, fingers touching) 

The trees are growing tall. 
With soil, and rain, and sunny days  

The trees are growing tall. 
The trees are growing roots (bend over and touch the floor) 

The trees are growing roots 
With soil, and rain, and sunny days 

The trees are growing roots. 
The trees are growing bark (run hands up and down sides) 

The trees are growing bark 
With soil, and rain, and sunny days 

The trees are growing bark. 
The trees are growing branches (stretch arms out) 

The trees are growing branches 
With soil, and rain, and sunny days 

The trees are growing branches. 
The trees are growing leaves (wiggle fingers) 

The trees are growing leaves 
With soil, and rain, and sunny days 

The trees are growing leaves. 
(To the Tune of “Farmer in the Dell”)  

This book is called 
Words of the World: 
Plants. Look at this 
beautiful plant! This 
book has pictures of 
lots of different types 
of plants. Let’s have 
fun at the different 
types of plants 
together! 

What are some of the 
different types of plants 
we saw in this beautiful 
book? Let’s look back 
and see! 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
Dog’s first Baby
Dog/perro (peh-rroh)
Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh)
Admire/admirar (ahd-mee-rahr): To like/gustar
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): Give things to others/dar nuestras cosas a otros
Same/mismo; igual (mees-moh  ee-gwahl): Like the other one/algo que es como otra cosa 

Stretch/estirar (ehs-tee-rahr): Reach out; become longer/hacer que algo se vuelve más grande 

Touch and Feel: Puppy
Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh)
Touch/tocar (toh-kahr)
Fluffy/esponjoso (ehs-pohng-hoh-soh)
Soft; smooth/suave (swah-beh): flat, no bumps
Pet/mascota (mahs-koh-tah): An animal that is part of your family/un animal que hace parte de nuestra familia

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Please tell us about your pet or the pet of a friend or neighbor who the child spends time with. Send in a photo of your child with the pet. Talk with your child 
about the things you admire about the pet.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Movement:

Encourage children to 
move like a puppy. Notice when 

they are stretching their body like 
the puppy and baby did. Talk about 

how great it feels to stretch and take 
care of our bodies. Point it out when 

they stretch to reach things, to 
move, roll, and play.

Carpet Area:

Retell the story using a 
stuffed dog and other 

props.

Tummy Time:

Notice that the wonderful 
baby/child in the mirror is 
doing the same things that 
they are doing! Tell them 

about what they are 
doing and seeing!

Sensory - 
Listening, Looking, Touching, 

Talking, and Learning:

Play recordings of real sounds that pets make, 
dog barking, bird singing, cat purring or meowing, 
etc. Try to pair the sound with a real picture of the 
animal that you print out. Ideally, try to glue some 
sensory material on the picture for texture. Talk 

with your conversational partner about all they are 
sensing. Talk with them about how the animals 

sound, describe what they look like, touch 
the sensory material together and 

describe how it feels to pet or 
touch the animal.

Movement with 
Toddlers:

Play a game of follow the leader OR 
same/different. Challenge the children 

to follow you and do the same thing you 
do. Then challenge them to do something 

different from what you are doing! 
Stand on one foot, stretch, lay down 

on the carpet, etc. Narrate their 
actions to put words to their 

movements.

 
Family Connection:

Ask families to share a picture 
of a pet or pets that the children are 

connected to (if not pet is in the home, 
the pet of a friend or neighbor who the 

child spends time with). Create a “Pets of our 
classroom” display to talk with children about 

animals and their people. How are these 
pets are same and different? Use words 

to describe things we admire about 
the pets in discussions with our 

conversational partners.

Dog’s first Baby
by Natalie Nelson

&
Touch and Feel: Puppy

by DK

Sensory Puppets:

Make a dog out of different 
types of materials to explore 

those textures with the babies. 
Talk about how it feels. Is it 
fluffy, soft, smooth, rough?

Outdoors: 

Play “Where is the 
dog? Donde esta el perro?” 

Hide a stuffed animal puppy 
inside the classroom or 

outside and search for the 
animal.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
I Love You, Sun; I Love You, Moon
Love/amor (ah-mohr)
Bug/insecto (een-sehk-toh)
Flower/flor (flohr)
Moon/luna (loo-nah)
Rabbit/conejo (koh-neh-hoh)
Sun/sol (sohl)

My First Book: Nature
Ground/suelo (sweh-loh)
Food/comida (koh-mee-dah)
Nature/naturaleza (nah-too-rah-leh-sah): Things in the world that are not made by us/lo que hay en nuestro mundo que no creamos nosotros
Forest/bosque (bohs-keh): A big space with trees/un sitio donde hay muchos árboles 
Meadow/pradera (prah-deh-rah): A big space with grass and flowers/un espacio grade con yerba y flores

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Take a nature walk as a family and look closely. Did you discover anything that you loved about nature and found beautiful, fascinating, or unusual? Send in 
objects or photos of things you and your family find.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Language Play:

Use a felt board and felt 
animals to describe the animals 

and talk with children about 
where they live (in the forest, the 

meadow, under ground, etc.). 
Look back at My First Book: 

Nature for other ideas.

Outdoor Exploration:

Do an observation walk with 
children. Stroll with them or pull them 
in a cart or wagon if they are not yet 

walking. Talk with them as you all explore 
nature. Gather a few safe, non-toxic leaves 
or flowers that you find on your walk and 

bring them in to the room.

Meal Time:

Remind children that we eat 
food so we can grow. As the 

children are eating, look at My 
First Book: Nature’s food and talk 
about all of the delicious things 

that grow in nature that 
help us grow.

 

Family Connection:

Invite families to take a nature walk 
with their children in their neighborhood 

and take pictures of things they saw. What 
did they see that they loved about nature 

and found beautiful, fascinating, or unusual? 
Was it the sun or moon, a flower or bug, 

leaves on the ground? Ask families to 
send those pictures to school and 
then make your own class book 

version of I Love you Sun.

I Love You, Sun; I Love You, Moon 
by Karen Pandell 

&
My First Book: Nature 

by DK

Science/Sensory/
Book Making:

Using your leaf/flower collection of safe 
non-toxic leaves or flowers, make look 

books. Put each item in a zipper seal plastic 
baggy. Use duct tape to tape the baggies 
closed and tape the sides together like a 
book. Tell the children these leaves and 

flowers grow on the ground or in 
the trees/forest.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
A Spring Stroll in the City
Playful/juguetón (hoo-geh-tohn)
Ready/listo (lees-toh)
Cool/frío (free-oh): Not too cold, not too warm/ni frío ni caliente 
Cold/frío (free-oh): The opposite of hot/lo opuesto de caliente 
Warm/cálido(a) (kah-lee-doh): Not too hot, not too cool/lo opuesto de frío
Hot/caliente (kah-lyehn-teh): The opposite of cold/lo opuesto de frío

All year round:  A Book of Seasons 
Playful/juguetón (hoo-geh-tohn)
Bunch/un puñado (poo-nyah-doh)
Stroll/paseo (pah-seh-oh): A short, slow walk/un paseo corto y lento
Dance/bailar (bay-lahr): Move to the music/moverse al son de la música 
Stack/pila (pee-lah): A pile of something/una pila de cosas, una encima de otra  

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Take a walk outside with your child. Talk with your child in your first language about what you see or find during the walk. Look for the signs of the season as 
you walk: what is the temperature, the weather, the animals, etc.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Motor Skills/ 
Position Words/Sorting:

Bring in clean egg cartons for 
exploration and play. Use other 

objects in the classroom to play with 
children taking things in and out of the 

indentations in the carton, talking about 
whether they fit, or whether they are 

too small or too big for the holes, 
etc. Map what they are doing with 

language as you play and 
explore together.

Sensory Exploration:

Bring in objects that are a part 
of A Spring Stroll in the City, such as 

bunches of artificial tulips to have for a 
flower stand, boxes to stack, hats to wear 
in the dress up station, Easter eggs filled 

with items that are different textures or that 
can be shaken to make different sounds. 
There are so many tangible experiences 

that can be connected to this book 
that young children will enjoy 

exploring.

Science and 
Exploration:

Carry or hold hands with children and 
go together on strolls on the school 

grounds. Notice and discuss with them 
all that you observe together. Also, go on 
strolls around the building, delivering a 

card to the friend at the front desk, 
visiting the friend cooking for us 

in the kitchen, etc.

Language Play: 

Use a felt board to show and 
discuss different clothes that you need 

to wear to get ready for a stroll depending 
on the season and weather. As you put the 
pictures up say, “We wear a coat outside to 

stay warm when it is cold.” etc. 

Alternatively, have a baby doll and dress 
the baby for the weather. Discuss the 

clothing they are wearing to get 
ready for the weather and stay 

warm/cool, etc. 

 

Family Connection:

Encourage families to go out for a 
stroll with their children, talking about 

what they see on their walk that is a sign 
of the season, what the temperature and 

weather is, and narrating all they see along 
the way. Also, families could take a playful 

“dancing walk,” playing music that they 
love to listen to and move to the beat 

as they walk (sing, and dance) 
through the neighborhood.

A Spring Stroll in the City 
by Cathy Goldberg Fishman 

&
All year round:  A book of seasons

by Amy Pixton and Carolina Búzio

Music and Movement:

Be playful and dance together 
to the beat of some songs that the 
children feel excited about. Clap to 

the rhythm and move together!



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Let’s Go Outside 
Big/grande (grahn-deh)
Outside/afuera (ah-fweh-rah)
Busy/ocupado (oh-koo-pah-doh): Have a lot to do/tener mucho que hacer 
Stretch/estirar (ehs-tee-rahr): Reach out; become longer/hacer que algo se vuelve más grande 

Words of the World: Plants 
Language/idioma (ee-dyoh-mah)
Flower/flor (flohr)
Leaf/hoja (oh-hah)
Plant/planta (plahn-tah)
Tree/árbol (ahr-bohl)

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Take a blanket and stretch out under a tree with your child. Describe what you see, hear, touch, and notice in the amazing world outside! What do you see that 
is busy moving/working/eating? What do you see that seems still and quiet? Talk with your child in your first language as you and your child share, learn, and 
connect with each other and our amazing world. Share some words in your first language with the class: bird, tree, squirrel, etc. 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Art:

After going for a walk/stroll 
with children outside noticing and 

pointing out all of the colors of nature, 
invite them to recreate some of those 
colors using finger-paint. Talk with the 

children as they paint and ask them 
to tell you what they are creating. 
Discuss again the many colorful 

plants and living things 
outside.

Mealtime: 

Point out and discuss 
with children the fruits and 

vegetables they might have on 
their plate (one year olds). Ask 

children what they like about the 
plants they eat. Remind them 

that these delicious plants 
help us grow.

Outdoor Exploration:

Plant Your Own Garden Activity. 
Plant a garden for the children to see. 
As you walk the children through the 

garden encourage them to tell you which 
plants are big or small. Point out the 

flowers, leaves, and stems.

Movement:

Encourage children to stretch and 
move like a plant (i.e. stretch so big 

like they are growing like a plant, crouch 
like a seed, sway like a tree, stretch 

toward the sun like a vine, to move their 
bodies in an arc like a sunflower, etc.).

If possible include the pictures of the 
plants they are moving with!

 

Family Connection:

Encourage families with this 
challenge:  take a blanket and stretch 

out under a tree with your child. Describe 
what you see, hear, touch, and notice in 

the amazing world outside! What do you see 
that is busy moving/working/eating? What 
do you see that seems still and quiet? Talk 

with your child in your first language as 
you and your child share, learn, and 

connect with each other and our 
amazing world.

Let’s Go Outside 
by Amy Pixton

&
Words of the World: Plants 

by Motomitsu Maehara
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