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START: READ 1 Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

Complex Storybook Rupert Can Dance by Jules Feiffer 

Goals for Read 1 Push In and Connect Key Events 

 Push-In Story Problem and Target Vocabulary 

 
Read 1: STATE 

STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Rupert Can Dance and the author, or the person 

who wrote the story, is Jules Feiffer.  

STATE:  Purpose of Read 1.  I notice a cat wearing dancing shoes on the cover. It looks like he’s dancing. I wonder how a cat can be a 

dancer. Let’s read and find out. 

 

Read 1: TEACH  

TEACH:  Push-in story problem that’s connected to the story purpose by using the think-aloud strategy (I wonder, I noticed, I was 

thinking….).  This is where you can turn back to previous pages to connect events and infer the story problem.   
Oh, now I know the problem.  Remember back at the beginning of the story (turn page back) when…     
 

TEACH:  Push-in and connect key events that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Page # Previous Event/Explanation 

 4 I notice that Rupert is being very quiet.  I think he 
doesn’t want to wake Mandy.  

  

5 Rupert is dancing while Mandy is asleep. 1,2 Look at Rupert on these pages. I think he has been watching 
Mandy dance and now it’s his turn to dance. 
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6 Rupert dances quietly so that he doesn’t wake up Mandy. 
I think he doesn’t want Mandy to know that he is a 
dancer because he enjoys having a secret. 

  

7 Rupert is determined not to let Mandy know his secret.  
He has a strong feeling that he isn’t going to let her know 
he can dance. 

  

9 Rupert ran under the bed. Maybe he wants to hide so that 
Mandy can’t see him.  His secret has been revealed, or 
found out. Now Rupert’s dancing is not a secret anymore. 

  

10 I think she is trying to teach him some dance steps 
because she thinks that it would be so much fun to dance 
with her cat, but Rupert does not want to do dance 
lessons with her. 

  

13 It looks like Mandy is trying to get Rupert to come out from 
under the bed. She wanted Rupert to watch her dance again 
like he did before.  

  

14 Mandy is at school but she can’t stop thinking about Rupert. I 
think she is trying to figure out how to get him to come 
out from under the bed so that she can teach him more 
dance steps.  She is determined to get him to come out 
from under the bed. She is going to keep trying. Mandy is   
not giving up. 

  

20 Rupert is putting on Mandy’s sneakers.   4 Remember at the beginning of the story, Rupert would 
sneak into the closet and put on Mandy’s dancing shoes. He 
thinks Mandy might want to put on her dancing shoes so 
Rupert has to put on a different pair of shoes for dancing. 

23 Rupert and Mandy are dancing together.  21  Here, Mandy put on her dancing shoes so that she and Rupert 
can be dance partners. I’m thinking that Rupert didn’t like 
learning from Mandy, but he was happy to help her. 

28 It looks like Rupert and Mandy are dancing together on stage 
and wearing costumes. They are dance partners. Maybe they 
are dancing in a show together. At first, Rupert wanted to 
dance all by himself, but once he realized how much fun they 
had together they kept dancing. 
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TEACH:  Push-in target vocabulary using PAT.  
Page # Point  Act Tell  

2 Mandy, Rupert  Day and night- all the time 

3   Worry- to be afraid of something 

4 Rupert slipping into Mandy’s dancing 
shoes 

Tiptoed- act out with fingers Tiptoe- to walk very softly and quietly 
Slipped- to slide into very quietly 

5   The night away- all night long, the whole night 

6  Whisper the word “secret” Secret- something no one knows but you 

7   Took great pride-  felt happy about something 
  

8   Caught flat-footed- to catch someone by surprise, 
when they weren’t expecting it 

9   Immediately- right away 
Fled- to run away quickly 

10   avoid- keep from happening 

11  tapping Mortified-  felt silly or foolish  

12   Qualify- to be able to do something 
Free spirits – people who like to do things their own 
way 
Lost all interest- never want to do something again 

18-19  crawled Wardrobe-a piece of furniture you keep your clothes 
in 

20 trainers  Trainers- tennis shoes or sneakers 

21   Revealed-  made something known 

24, 25 Mandy and Rupert  Partners: two friends doing things together 
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Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:  
Pride 
Revealed 
Determined 

 
Read 1: ASK 

ASK:  How did Rupert become a dancing cat?  
 

Possible Answers:  
 He watched Mandy dance. 

 After Mandy figured out that by asking Rupert to help her dance like him was the best way to get him to dance again, he and Mandy danced 
together. 

 He was able to practice at night while Mandy was sleeping. 

 He put on Mandy’s dancing shoes and danced the night away. 
  

 

Read 1: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 

 

Read 1: TIE 
TIE:  

 Summarize main idea: It’s nice to have a friend to share things you enjoy. 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.   
Provide dance costumes in the dramatic play center.  Create a stage area for performing. 
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Invite children to dance to their center choices as a transition to centers. 
Show photographs of different types of dancers ( i.e., ballet, salsa, ballroom, jazz, hip-hop and discuss with children). 
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START: READ 2 Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

Complex Storybook Rupert Can Dance by Jules Feiffer 

Goals for Read 2 Push In and Connect Characters’ Feelings with Key Events 

 Push-In Story Problem and Target Vocabulary 

 
Read 2: STATE 

STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Rupert Can Dance and the author, or the person 

who wrote the story, is Jules Feiffer.  

STATE:   Story Problem.  Mandy found out Rupert’s secret and then he didn’t want to dance anymore. 

STATE:  Purpose of Read 2.  Rupert didn’t want Mandy to know that he was a dancer.  Their friendship changed when she found out he 

liked to dance. I wonder how they felt once Mandy found out Rupert liked to dance. Let’s read and find out. 

 

Read 2: TEACH  

TEACH: Push-in characters’ thoughts and feelings (as they connect to key events) that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

2, 3 Mandy dances all the time. I think Mandy really loves to dance because she only stops when she is sleeping. 

4 Rupert dances as soon as Mandy is 
asleep. 

I think Rupert really enjoys dancing. It seems like he doesn’t want anyone to find out 
because he only dances when she’s asleep. 

6 Rupert only dances when Mandy is 
sleeping. 

Look at Rupert’s face. He looks so pleased with himself. He must be so proud that he 
knows how to dance. I’m sure not many cats know how to dance! 
I think Rupert enjoys dancing by himself while no one is watching, because he doesn’t 
have to worry about anyone laughing at him or making fun of him.  I think he also likes 
having a special secret that no one knows about.  He doesn’t want to reveal his secret. 
He doesn’t want anyone to find out that he knows how to dance. 

9 Rupert is jumping out of the dancing 
shoes. 

Look at Rupert.  I can tell that he did not want Mandy to see him dancing.  I think he 
feels disappointed or upset that she found out about his secret. I think Rupert was not 
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comfortable, with people watching him dance. Maybe he was afraid they would make 
fun of him or laugh at him. That’s why he prefers, or chooses to dance when she is 
asleep. 

10 Mandy is showing Rupert how to dance. I think Mandy is very glad that Rupert is a dancing cat.  She looks very happy.  I bet 
she’s thinking, it would be so fun if we danced together! Rupert feels mortified. He 
feels foolish and silly that someone saw him dance. He really does not like Mandy 
trying to teach him to dance. He prefers to dance when no one is watching him. 

14 Mandy is only thinking about Rupert. Mandy looks very worried or concerned that Rupert has lost interest in dancing.  I can 
tell that Rupert is all that she is thinking about.  I think she really wants him to dance 
with her. She probably knows how much fun it is to share something you enjoy doing 
with a friend. 

16 Mandy is asking Rupert to help her 
dance. 

Mandy must be thinking that if she asked Rupert to help her dance, this will make him 
want to dance again. She came up with a solution, a plan to fix the problem of Rupert 
not dancing anymore. Her solution is to ask Rupert to help her dance.  She’s 
determined to get Rupert to come out and dance with her because she knows how 
much they will enjoy dancing together. It’s so much fun to share things you enjoy with 
a friend. 

18, 19 Rupert is slowly coming out from under 
the bed. 

I think Mandy’s solution or her plan for fixing the problem worked. It looks like Rupert 
wants to help Mandy dance. Maybe when he dances with her he will realize that it is 
more fun to dance with a friend than it is to dance alone. 
 

20 Rupert is putting on Mandy’s sneakers. I think Rupert wanted Mandy to be able to wear her dancing shoes.  I think it must be 
important to Rupert that Mandy dances with him, so he’s wearing her sneakers instead 
of asking for her dancing shoes. 

23 Rupert and Mandy are dancing 
together. 

I can tell by looking at their faces that they are happy to be dancing together. Mandy’s 
plan worked. She came up with a solution to her problem. At first, Rupert only wanted 
to dance alone. Now he realizes, or really knows how much he enjoys dancing with 
Mandy. I think that sometimes it is more fun to do things you enjoy with a friend. 

28 Rupert and Mandy are wearing 
costumes and dancing on stage. 

I think Mandy and Rupert are very happy when they are dancing.  I think that Rupert 
doesn’t mind anymore that Mandy and even other people watch him dance. He takes 
pride in his dancing and feels better dancing in front of others with a partner. 

 
 

mailto:RollinsInfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org


 

                                                       This material is copyright protected by the Rollins Center for Language & Literacy at the Atlanta Speech School. 
Please reproduce for use with teachers, leaders, and parents. For more information, contact the Rollins Center at RollinsInfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org. 

 

TEACH:  Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

1 2 Mandy, Rupert  Day and night- all the time 

3   Worry- to be afraid of something 

4 Rupert slipping into Mandy’s dancing 
shoes 

Tiptoe- act out with fingers Tiptoe- to walk very softly and quietly 
Slipped- to slide into very quietly 

5   The night away- all night long, the whole night 

6  Whisper the word “secret” Secret- something no one knows but you 

7   Took great pride- felt happy about something 
Rupert is determined not to let Mandy know his 
secret.  

8   Caught flat-footed- to catch someone by surprise, 
when they weren’t expecting it 

9   Immediately- right away 
Fled- to run away quickly 

10   Avoid – keep from happening 

11   Mortified-  felt silly or foolish 

12   Qualify- to be able to do something 
Free spirits – people who like to do things their own 
way 
Lost all interest- never want to do something again 

20 sneakers  Sneakers – tennis shoes 

21   Revealed-  made something known 

24, 25 Mandy and Rupert  Partners: two friends doing things together 

28 stage  Stage- an area for people to put on shows 
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Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
Pride 
Revealed 
Determined 
Not in text but added: 

Disappointed- upset or sad that something didn’t work out the way you wanted it to 
Comfortable- feel good 
Enjoyed- liked something 
Prefer- to choose; what you would rather do  
Solution- a way to fix a problem 
Realizes- to really know or understand something 

 
Read 2: ASK 

ASK:  How did Rupert and Mandy feel when she caught him dancing?  
 

Possible Answers:  
 Mandy was very excited that Rupert could dance. 

 Rupert felt mortified- really bad that someone caught him dancing; he felt really silly that someone saw him dance 

 They enjoyed dancing with each other.  They danced together all the time and even did dancing shows together on stage. 
 
 

 

Read 2: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 
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Read 2: TIE 

TIE:  
 Summarize main idea: It’s nice to have a friend to share things you enjoy. 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.  
Encourage children to find partners and perform dances together in a stage area you have created. 
Place toy cats in the dramatic play area and invite the children to take care of them and dance with them. 
Provide small plastic figures in the block area. Suggest children build stages with blocks and have the characters dance. 
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START: READ 3 Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

Complex Storybook Rupert Can Dance by Jules Feiffer 

Goals for Read 3 Pull Out and Connect Characters’ Feelings and Key Events 

 Pull Out Story Problem and Target Vocabulary 

 
Read 3: STATE 

STATE:  Show cover illustration and have the children recall the title and author.  Remember, the title of the book is Rupert Can 

Dance and the author, or the person who wrote the story, is Jules Feiffer.  

STATE:   Pull-out story problem. Children state the problem. 

STATE:  Purpose of Read 3 Now that you know this story so well, I would like for you to help tell the story. “Remember how Rupert 

stopped dancing once Mandy found out he danced. I wonder what made him change his mind and start dancing again. Let’s read and 
find out.”  

 
 

Read 3: TEACH  

TEACH: Pull-out key events and characters’ thoughts and feelings. Pull out target vocabulary. Provide opportunities for children to 

use target vocabulary. 

Page # Possible Descriptions of Events Possible Descriptions of Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

2, 3 Mandy is dancing all the time. Mandy really loves to dance. 
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4 Rupert puts on (slips into) Mandy’s 
dancing shoes while she is sleeping. 

Rupert loves to dance, just like Mandy loves to dance. He takes an interest in dancing just 
like his friend Mandy does. 

6 Rupert dances very quietly while 
Mandy is asleep. 

He doesn’t want Mandy to know he can dance. He is worried that other people might make 
fun of him or laugh at him if they watched him dance.  He doesn’t want to reveal or let 
anyone know his secret. 

7  Rupert really likes having a secret. He is determined to keep his secret.  He is determined to 
not let Mandy see him dancing. 

8 Mandy woke up when she was not 
supposed to. 

Rupert is really surprised when Mandy sees him dancing.  He was disappointed that she 
found out his secret. 

9 Rupert is hiding under the bed.  He fled 
there when his secret was revealed. 

Rupert is upset or disappointed that Mandy found out his secret.  He didn’t want her to see him 
dancing. 

10 Mandy is trying to get Rupert to come out 
from under the bed. 

 

12  Rupert doesn’t want to come out. He doesn’t want Mandy to tell him what to do. 

14 Mandy thinks about Rupert all day at 
school. 

Mandy is determined to dance with Rupert.  It’s all she can think about. 

15 Mandy came up with a plan to get Rupert 
to start dancing again 

Mandy has a plan to solve the problem of Rupert not dancing anymore. She has a solution for her 
problem. Her solution is to ask Rupert to help her dance.  She’s determined to get Rupert to come 
out and dance with her because she knows how much fun it will be if they can dance together. It’s so 
much fun to share things you enjoy with a friend. 

16 Mandy asked Rupert for help with her 
dancing step 

Rupert must be thinking, “If she is asking me for help, maybe I am a good dancer and I should let 
other people see me dance.” 

20 Rupert is putting on Mandy’s sneakers.   He wants Mandy to wear her dancing shoes.  He’s hoping she will dance with him  

23 Rupert and Mandy are dancing together. They are very happy. They realized that they really enjoy dancing together! 

28 Rupert and Mandy are dancing together in 
costumes on stage. 

They enjoy being dance partners. Rupert doesn’t mind if other people see him dancing now! He 
realizes how much he enjoys dancing with his friend. He is probably so glad that he changed his 
mind. 
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Read 3: ASK 

ASK:  The final why question leads to the main idea. : “Why did Rupert change his mind and start dancing again?”  

 Possible answers:  
Possible Answers:  
 When Mandy asked him to help him, he wanted to help his friend 

 When Mandy asked him to help her dance, he realized that maybe he was really a good dancer, because she wouldn’t ask for his help if he were 
not a good dancer. 

 Rupert realized that it was more fun to dance with his friend than it was to dance alone. 

 
 

Read 3: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on child’s statements by adding more information. 

 

 

Read 3: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea: It’s nice to have a friend to share things you enjoy. 

 Transition to next activity and pull-out how it relates to the story.  
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