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Course Guide Information
This guide was created to help you process and take action on the information 
provided in the corresponding course.

How to Use This Guide

Lesson Overview
Each lesson has an overview with a quick description of the lesson and three major 
goals. Rate your knowledge of the information on the scale before you watch the 
lesson.

Notes Page
As you watch each lesson, there is a page to take notes so that you can go back and 
refer to them whenever needed.

Reflection Page
After you watch the lesson, use the reflection questions to think about what you 
learned and how you can apply it to improve instruction.

Extension Activities
After finishing the entire lesson, rate your knowledge again to self-assess how much 
you learned.

There is a list of relevant activities you can do to further deepen your understanding 
and improve your practice. 
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Lesson 1: Introduction to Teaching Writing
In this lesson, you will learn about the complex factors behind your students’ writing 
development

Major Goals For The Lesson Are To:
1.	Recognize why writing can be challenging for many students. ​
2.	Analyze the reciprocal relationship between reading and writing.​
3.	Break down how writing develops and what to expect at each stage.

Rate Your Knowledge
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

Notes
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Take Notes
Why is writing the most complicated language skill to learn?

Lesson 1: Introduction to Teaching Writing

Take Notes
How can teachers help students build connections between reading and writing?

Take Notes
Name each level of increasingly complex skills students should master in writing.

1

2

3

4
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Reflect
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 

Lesson 1: Introduction to Teaching Writing
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Revisit Lesson Goals:
1.	Recognize why writing can be challenging for many students. ​
2.	Analyze the reciprocal relationship between reading and writing.​
3.	Break down how writing develops and what to expect at each stage.

Rate Your Knowledge
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on 
a scale of 1 - 10.

Extension Activities
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better 
the results you will see.

Application Checklist:
1.	Read The Not So Simple View of Writing and reflect on how this information 

affects your approach to teaching writing. 
2.	Brainstorm additional ways you can build connections between reading and 

writing for students.
3.	Reflect on how you can help develop students at each stage of writing.

Lesson 1: Introduction to Teaching Writing
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Lesson 2: How to Teach Writing
In this lesson, you will learn the HOW of teaching writing with a research-based 
approach. 

Major Goals For The Lesson Are To:
1.	Explain the effectiveness of explicit instruction in writing.
2.	Connect the impact of teaching writing strategies alongside tools for self-

regulation.
3.	Discuss the importance of building students’ motivation in writing.

Rate Your Knowledge
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

Notes
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Take Notes
What has been proven to better students’ writing?

Lesson 2: How to Teach Writing

Take Notes
What is SRSD and why is it important for writing?

Take Notes
How is motivation connected to students’ writing success?
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Reflect
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 

Lesson 2: How to Teach Writing
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Revisit Lesson Goals:
1.	Explain the effectiveness of explicit instruction in writing.
2.	Connect the impact of teaching writing strategies alongside tools for self-

regulation.
3.	Discuss the importance of building students’ motivation in writing.

Rate Your Knowledge
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on 
a scale of 1 – 10.

Extension Activities
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better 
the results you will see.

Application Checklist:
1.	Think through how you currently teach writing. How can you make your 

instruction more explicit?
2.	Read more about SRSD. Draft ideas on how you can incorporate this approach 

into your writing lessons.
3.	Consider how to cultivate motivation while still developing the skills students 

need in writing. What are some ways to include both important elements?

Lesson 2: How to Teach Writing
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https://www.ldatschool.ca/srsd/?_gl=1*6a7oym*_gcl_au*MTM4NzUxNTQ4Mi4xNzA2MDM5MjM2


Lesson 3: What to Teach
In this lesson, you will learn the essential writing skills you need to teach.

Major Goals For The Lesson Are To:
1.	Determine how to teach the skills that help students get words onto the page.​
2.	Demonstrate how to teach students to compose effective sentences.​
3.	Model how to teach students to combine sentences to make paragraphs and 

longer texts.

Rate Your Knowledge
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

Notes
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Take Notes
What are transcription skills and why are they important for writing?

Lesson 3: What to Teach

Take Notes
What are the four types of sentences students need to learn to write?

 1

 3

 2

 4

Take Notes
What role does oral language play in writing longer compositions?
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Reflect
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 

Lesson 3: What to Teach
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Revisit Lesson Goals:
1.	Determine how to teach the skills that help students get words onto the page.​
2.	Demonstrate how to teach students to compose effective sentences.​
3.	Model how to teach students to combine sentences to make paragraphs and 

longer texts.

Rate Your Knowledge
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on 
a scale of 1 – 10.

Extension Activities
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better 
the results you will see.

Application Checklist:
1.	Revisit what you learned regarding transcription skills. How can you prioritize 

these essential skills for students’ writing success?
2.	Download the Sentence-Level Practice Activities resource. Choose one activity 

you can implement right away!
3.	Review William Van Cleave’s work on paragraph writing. Use the examples 

to guide your students to develop the skills they need to write successful 
paragraphs.

Lesson 3: What to Teach
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https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/sentence-level-practice-activities/
https://sw.dyslexiaida.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/39/2020/02/SWIDA-Paragraphs-1.pdf


Lesson 4: Writing Instruction in Practice
In this lesson, you will think through how to implement research-based writing 
instruction in your classroom.

Major Goals For The Lesson Are To:
1.	Provide examples of how to integrate writing throughout the day.​
2.	Decide what tools your students need to support them in writing.​
3.	Design ways to ensure that your writing instruction motivates and engages 

students. 

Rate Your Knowledge
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

Notes
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Take Notes
List 3 ways to integrate writing throughout the day.

Take Notes
How do anchor charts help students become more independent writers?

1

Lesson 4: Writing Instruction in Practice

Take Notes
Why is it important for teachers to take time to write themselves? How does doing 
this impact student writing?

2

3
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Reflect
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

Reflect
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

Reflect
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 

Lesson 4: Writing Instruction in Practice
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Revisit Lesson Goals:
1.	Provide examples of how to integrate writing throughout the day.​
2.	Decide what tools your students need to support them in writing.​
3.	Design your writing instruction to ensure that it motivates and engages students. 

Rate Your Knowledge
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on 
a scale of 1 – 10.

Extension Activities
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better 
the results you will see.

Application Checklist:
1.	View the recording on Creating Expository Writing Units. Note additional ideas 

for what writing integration might look like in your classroom.  
2.	Review the resources for tools for writing. Select one new resource to introduce 

to your students. 
3.	Examine the Ideas for Making Writing Authentic and Engaging. Try to implement 

an idea that might be slightly outside of your comfort zone. Mix it up!

Lesson 4: Writing Instruction in Practice
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https://ga.dyslexiaida.org/april27-2022/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/mix-it-up-ideas-for-making-writing-authentic-and-engaging/
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Additional Notes
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