
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Let’s Go Outside 
Big/grande (grahn-deh)
Outside/afuera (ah-fweh-rah)
Busy/ocupado (oh-koo-pah-doh): Have a lot to do/tener mucho que hacer 
Stretch/estirar (ehs-tee-rahr): Reach out; become longer/hacer que algo se vuelve más grande 

Words of the World: Plants 
Language/idioma (ee-dyoh-mah)
Flower/flor (flohr)
Leaf/hoja (oh-hah)
Plant/planta (plahn-tah)
Tree/árbol (ahr-bohl)

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Take a blanket and stretch out under a tree with your child. Describe what you see, hear, touch, and notice in the amazing world outside! What do you see that 
is busy moving/working/eating? What do you see that seems still and quiet? Talk with your child in your first language as you and your child share, learn, and 
connect with each other and our amazing world. Share some words in your first language with the class: bird, tree, squirrel, etc. 
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Art:

After going for a walk/stroll 
with children outside noticing and 

pointing out all of the colors of nature, 
invite them to recreate some of those 
colors using finger-paint. Talk with the 

children as they paint and ask them 
to tell you what they are creating. 
Discuss again the many colorful 

plants and living things 
outside.

Mealtime: 

Point out and discuss 
with children the fruits and 

vegetables they might have on 
their plate (one year olds). Ask 

children what they like about the 
plants they eat. Remind them 

that these delicious plants 
help us grow.

Outdoor Exploration:

Plant Your Own Garden Activity. 
Plant a garden for the children to see. 
As you walk the children through the 

garden encourage them to tell you which 
plants are big or small. Point out the 

flowers, leaves, and stems.

Movement:

Encourage children to stretch and 
move like a plant (i.e. stretch so big 

like they are growing like a plant, crouch 
like a seed, sway like a tree, stretch 

toward the sun like a vine, to move their 
bodies in an arc like a sunflower, etc.).

If possible include the pictures of the 
plants they are moving with!

 

Family Connection:

Encourage families with this 
challenge:  take a blanket and stretch 

out under a tree with your child. Describe 
what you see, hear, touch, and notice in 

the amazing world outside! What do you see 
that is busy moving/working/eating? What 
do you see that seems still and quiet? Talk 

with your child in your first language as 
you and your child share, learn, and 

connect with each other and our 
amazing world.

Let’s Go Outside 
by Amy Pixton

&
Words of the World: Plants 

by Motomitsu Maehara


