
 

   

 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title:  The Family Book (board book 
version) 

Author: Todd Parr 

Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 

Hello, Hello 

“Hello, hello, hello and how are you? 

I'm fine, I'm fine, and I hope that you are too. 

Hello, hello, hello and how are you? 

I'm fine, I'm fine, and I hope that you are too.” 

Introduce the Book 

Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

Look I have a book! This book is about different kinds of 

families. The name of this book is The Family Book. Let’s 

read and see if you can find a family that looks like your 

family! 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see 

what happens next.”  

Adaptations for DLL:   

1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like 

gestures and props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first 

language and English throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL 

planning information.  

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1,2  

Big (spread arms 

wide) 

Small (move arms 

together) 

Family-a group 

of people who 

care for each 

other. 

Look at this family of bunnies, there 

are a lot of bunnies here (point). 

They have a big(A) family. Look at 

this family, there are only two family 

Guiding questions to consider: 

• What will you do to tune in and engage 

the child/children with this book? 

 

• What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   

 

members (point). They have a 

small(A) family. 

3,4    

Look! This family of skunks are all 

the same color, but the family of fish 

are all different colors. Some families 

look similar, or the same, and some 

families look different from each 

other.  

5,6  
Hug (wrap arms 

around self) 
 

 

7,8  

Near- use two fingers 

to show close, far- 

use hands to show 

far  apart. 

 

Some families live in the same 

home. Some families live in different 

homes or places.  

11,12 
Two moms, Two dads, 

One parent 
  

There are many kinds of families that 

love each other. They can look 

similar, the same as your family, or 

they can look different from yours, 

but they love each other just like 

your family loves you! 

13,14 Family  

Celebrate – to 

enjoy a special time 

together 

I think this might be a birthday 

party. I notice a BIG cake with 

candles (point). It looks like so much 

fun to celebrate together! 

15,16  
Eat (move hand 

towards mouth) 
 

Look! Both cows are eating grass, 

but everyone here at this table has 

something different to eat! The dog 

eats a bone, the cat eats a fish and 

the bunny eats a carrot.  

17,18  

Quiet (whisper) 

Loud (use a loud 

voice) 

 

 

19,20 House, Families    

21,22  
Strong (flex arms to 

show muscles) 
 

Look at these elephants, all helping 

each other to be strong. Your family 

helps make you strong too! 

Summarize (after you read) 

(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about all kinds of different 

families. Let’s look back at all of the families we saw.”  

Suggested 

Pages for 

Summarizing 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 



 

   

 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 

vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for 

infants and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 

about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 

example for this book could be “What are some ways 

that the people in a family can be different from 

each other?”  

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Pg. 3,4 

Pg. 5,6 

Pg. 11, 12 

Pg. 13,14 

Pg. 21,22 

 

1. Family – a group of 

people who love 

one another very 

much 

2. Similar – the same 

3. Different – not the 

same 

 

Adaptations for DLLs 

(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the 

book with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  
 

•  What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 

languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and 

tools like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your 

classroom: 

     1. Family –Familia (fah-meal-ee-ah) 

     2. Similar – Similar (sim-ee-lar) 

     3. Different – Diferente (dif-er-en-tay) 

• What props or materials will you use? _____________________________________________ 

• Additional supports for this book:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Remember: 

*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s 

connections) 

*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 


