Multilingual Words & Phrases

for Casual Conversation

One way to show linguistically diverse families that communicating with them

is important to you is to use simple words and phrases in their language during casual conversation.

Use these translations to help them feel more comfortable talking with you.

English Spanish

Hello Hola lwi selami newi Bonjour
Goodbye Adids Behina huni Au revoir
My name is... Mi nombre es.... Yeneé simi... Mon nom est...

What is your name?

Cdémo te llamas?

Semeh/semesh man new?

Comment t’appelles-tu?

baby bebé hits'ani de bébé

mother Mama/madre inati mere

father Papa/padre Abati pere

family familia Betesebi famille

beautiful hermosa/hermoso k'onijo belle/beau
handsome guapa/guapo melike melikami belle/beau

cute linda/lindo k'onijo mignonne/mignon
happy feliz desitenya heureuse/heureux
yes si awo oui

no no ayi non

thank you gracias ameseginalehu merci

you're welcome de nada minimi ayidelemi de rien

talk hablar mewirati parlez

read leer anibibi lire

sing cantar zefeni chanter

play jugar ch’ewata jouer
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