5 Core Tenets of Response to Intervention

Core Tenet 1: Universal Screening
What is it?

Screening is a system for identifying students who may benefit from enhanced instructional practices.

Purpose(s):

Identify students who may benefit from enhanced instructional practices.

Core Tenet 2: Multi-Prevention System
What is it?

A multi-level prevention system provides access to increasingly intense levels of instruction and
interventions. It includes three levels of intensity or prevention: primary, secondary, and tertiary
prevention. These levels are sometimes referred to as Tier |, Tier |, and Tier IlI.

Purpose(s):

Helps schools organize research-based resources and provide evidence-based instruction for all students
in order to accelerate the performance of every student to achieve or exceed proficiency.

Core Tenet 3: Progress Monitoring
What is it?

Progress monitoring is a system for monitoring student progress and the effectiveness of the interventions
provided to students.

Purpose(s):
Monitor students’ response to primary, secondary, and tertiary instruction in order to estimate rates of

improvement, identify students who may need more intensive intervention, and compare the efficacy of
different forms of instruction.
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Core Tenet 4: Data-Based Decision Making

What is it?
Data-based decision making occurs at all levels of RTI implementation and all levels of instruction.
Purpose(s):

Evaluate effectiveness an instructional strategy; create intervention groups based on needs; develop
instructional plans of action for individual students; etc.

Core Tenet 5: Infrastructure and Support Systems

What is it?

Infrastructure is the set of organizational structures and systems needed for something to operate
successfully.

Purpose(s):

Having systems in place helps ensure fidelity and sustainability of the RTI process. You will be able to more
effectively carry out and monitor necessary tasks.
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