
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Apples and Pumpkins Author: Anne Rockwell 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 
Begin with a rhyme, Five Little Apples: 
 
“Way up high in the apple tree, five little apples smiled at me. 
I shook that tree as hard as I could. Down came the apples, 
mmm mmm, they were good!” 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

“The name of our book is Apples and Pumpkins. See this 
little girl on the cover holding a pumpkin (Point)?  I 
wonder what she’ll do with that pumpkin. I also notice 
apples near her (point). It looks like she’s picking apples 
and pumpkins! Let’s read and see what she does while 
picking apples and pumpkins and find out what she is 
going to do with them.” 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 

 Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what 
happens next.”  

Adaptations for DLL:   
1. Introduce the book in home, or first, language first, 2. Provide visual cues (pictures, prop, etc.), 3. Translate key vocabulary 
in children’s home language and make connections between home, or first, language throughout the story whenever possible. 
4. Refer to page 3 for DLL planning information 
 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1 Leaves    

2 Farm  
Comstock – name of 

farm 
 

Guiding questions to consider: 

 What will you do to tune in and engage the 
child/children with this book? 
 

 What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   
 

3 Apples, Pumpkins   

I am thinking that this girl and her 
family take a trip to pick apples and 
pumpkins each Fall. In the Fall the 
weather gets cooler and the leaves 
change colors (Point) and fall off the 
trees. In the Fall you can also harvest 
(pick) apples and pumpkins.  

4 
Mr. Comstock, Bushel 

Basket 
 

Mr. Comstock- is the 
farmer of the farm. 

They need a basket to hold all their 
pumpkins and apples once they pick 
them. That was very thoughtful of Mr. 
Comstock to give them a basket. 

6-7 Geese, Chickens, Turkey 
Big- show big with 

hands 

 
Orchard-place were 
lots of apple trees 

grow 

There are a variety of different animals 
that live on this farm; there are many 
kinds of animals. I see geese, roosters, a 
chicken, and baby chicks. 

8 Father, Mother    

9  

Climb- move arms up 
to mimic climbing 

  
Pick- pretend to pick 

an apple 

 

The little girl is doing the same thing 
that her parents are doing. I bet they 
showed her how to pick apples when 
she was younger. They are all working 
together. 

10 Basket, Apples    

12 Pumpkins    

13 Pumpkin   

Look at all these pumpkins growing on 
vines. This looks like a pumpkin patch 
(field where many pumpkins grow). 
There are a variety of shapes and sizes- 
all different kinds. The little girl looks 
over all the pumpkins for the best one. 
She wants a big, round, orange 
pumpkin! 

14 Vine 
Cuts-move fingers as 
to cut with scissors 

Vine – the stem 
where a plant grows 

from 

 

16 Car 
Carry-pretend to hold 

a heavy pumpkin 
 

Look, they are loading all the apples 
and pumpkin that they harvested 
(picked) from the Comstock farm into 
their car.  

18-19 Jack-o’- lantern Carve-carving motion Carve- cut 

Look, they used a knife to carve-cut a 
face in the pumpkin. I see eyes, a nose 
and a mouth now. When you carve 
(cut) a face into a pumpkin, you make it 
a jack-o’- lantern! I see how the candle 
lights up the jack-o-lantern face. 



 

   
 

20-21 
Pumpkin, Doorstep, 

Apples 
  

Children get to dress in costumes on 
Halloween and get special treats. 

22    

Look, the little girl is dressed up, too. 
She is going to visit the houses with her 
friends. I wonder what kind of treats 
she will get. Her mother is giving out 
the apples that they harvested, picked 
from the farm (turn back one page to 
reference). 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about this little girl and her 
family’s trip to the farm in the Fall. Let’s look back at 
their visit to the farm and see what they did with the 
pumpkins and apples they harvested.” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book could be “Why did Mr. Comstock 
give them a bushel basket?” 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Suggested Pages 
for Summarizing 

 
Pg. 6 
Pg. 10 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 16 

 
Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Fall-when the 

weather gets cooler 
and leaves turn colors 
and fall off the trees 

2. Harvest-pick 
3. Variety-many 

different kinds 

 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

• Read the book with DLLs in their home language. If you don’t speak the home language(s), who will you ask to 
read the book with children in their home language(s)? A family member? A community volunteers? Other staff? 
_______________________________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s home language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages?  Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish: 

       1. Fall - Otoño (oh-tone-yo) 

        2. Harvest – Cosecha (koh-say-cha) 

  3. Variety – Variedad (bah-rye-e-dad) 
      
 

• What props or materials will you use? _____________________________________________ 
• Additional supports for this book:   

 



 

   
 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 


