TIPS: A Strategy for Reading Books with Infants & Toddlers

TUNE-IN

Connect with the child and a book!

e Engage in a playful and loving interaction:

o Get on the child’s level

o Establish eye contact

s Connect through touch and hugging/cuddling

= Maintain a loving, joyful, engaging, and playful facial expression
e Choose a book and be a knowledgeable guide or follow the child’s lead
e Capture the child’s/children’s interest in the book you have chosen

o Sing a song, do a familiar finger play

Example: “I see you looking at me! | bet you would like to read a book with me!”

INTRODUCE
THE BOOK

Introduce the book!

e Call attention to the cover of the book as you name the title.
e Using the cover illustration, tell what the book is about and set the

purpose for reading.

Example: “See the baby boy and his daddy here (point to picture). This book is
about a daddy who loves his little boy’s face. It's called Pretty Brown Face.

| wonder what this daddy loves about his little boy's face. Let’s read the book and
find out.”

PRroMOTE
LANGUAGE

Read the book!

e P.A.T. the vocabulary:
o Point to the pictures as you say the words.
= Act out words with gestures, facial expressions, or voices.
Tell the meaning of words.
Explain what is happening on each page as you read the book.
Use Think-Alouds to explain character’s actions and feelings.
Connect events.
Always use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice.

Summarize the book!

¢ Flip back to some of the previous illustrations and pair with target
vocabulary.

S U M MAR I Z E e Encourage the toddler to point to pictures that show the meaning of key

THE BOOK

words in the book.

Ask simple questions about events, characters’ actions, or feelings.
Respond to the child’s answers by promoting language:

o Acknowledge answer or give the answer for infants and young toddlers
o Model vocabulary and well-formed sentences
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