
 

 

Older Toddlers Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Holidays, Celebrations, Community, Gratitude 
                             

                       

  

 

                                                                             

DECEMBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 

WHAT DO WE CELEBRATE AND WHY? ARE THERE THINGS WE ALL ARE GRATEFUL FOR?  
WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM EACH OTHER’S CELEBRATIONS THAT HELP US GROW? 

 

 

Use child directed 
speech, touch, 
and a joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 

experiences while 
reading.

Model book handling 
skills without 

interrupting the flow 
of the story. “Let’s 

turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 
key vocabulary to 

name pictures.

After reading, ask 
open-ended 

questions about 
events and the 

actions and feelings 
of characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners
Prepare for your read aloud:

•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant and elefante (Spanish). 
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even 

when the book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

When you are ready to read the book: 
•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Ideally, reads with DLLs should be done in small groups. You can group children who speak the same first language together. 

During the read:
•Ideally, when possible, read the book in English with DLLs in a small group.
•Make connections for focus words between English and first language. For example, you can say “I am snug/abrigado (ah-bree-gah-doh)” while snugly bundling up.
•Point out cognates. For example, you can say, “Celebrate is celebrar (seh-leh-brahr) in Spanish."

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song!



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending on 
the stage of language development of the children in your classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as focus words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and 
loving interactions and 
capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the 
book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement.  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter/Invierno  
by Ailie Busby  

Enjoy/disfrutar (dees-froo-tahr): to really like something/cuando te gusta 
algo mucho 

Winter/invierno (een-byehr-noh): the season of year when it is coldest/la 
estación del año en que hace frío 

Frozen/congelado (kohng-heh-lah-doh): so cold, like ice/frío y duro como 
el hielo 

Snug/abrigado (ah-bree-gah-doh): warm and comfortable/confortable, 
que nos resguarda del frío 

PAT: 
P: toes, snowsuits, boots, hats, snowflakes; frozen fingers (point to girl in 
yellow jacket who is cold), soup, seeds, birds, hide-and-seek (point to the 
child hiding and the child seeking), dressing up; stars; bedtime stories A: 
snowball fight (pretend to throw a snowball); give seeds (pretend to toss 
out seeds for birds) T: sun gets up late: in winter the sun rises late and we 
wake up when it is still dark (point to the window where it is still dark); 
spiky: pointy; sparkles: shines; snowfights: when people play together and 
throw snowballs (point to the snowballs) at each other; frozen: cold like 
ice; wet socks; delicious: yummy; snuggle up: get snug, warm, and cozy 

Sing –  

My Hat Keeps Me Warm 

My hat keeps me warm,  
my coat keeps me warm,  

when it feels cold outside,  
my clothes keep me warm 

 
(To the tune of “Farmer in 
the Dell”) 

This book is all about things 
that people like to do in the 
winter. I can tell that it is 
cold because the children 
are wearing hats, mittens, 
coats, and scarves. There is 
snow on the ground and in 
the air. I wonder what these 
children will do in the winter 
when it is cold! Let’s read 
and see together! 

We just read about what 
these children do in the 
winter when it is cold. 
What are some of the 
winter things that they 
did? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrate 
the Holidays  
by Sophia Day  

Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-brahr): having a good time with other 
people/tener un día especial, como una fiesta 

Holidays/feriados (feh-ryah-dohs): special days/dias especiales en que no 
hay que trabajar  

Good deed/buena acción (bweh-noh  ahk-syohn): something that is 
helpful and kind/algo que es de ayuda a otros  

Unity/unidad (oo-nee-dahd): all together/todos juntos  

PAT: 
P: hats, ribbons, lights, paper chains, trees, wreaths, candy canes, gift,  
potato pancakes, donuts, holy candles, djembe (drum), fireworks, 
confetti, red envelops, wishing tree A: whoops and hollers T: twinkle: 
lights shine; relations: family; fancy: in special clothes; feast: eat special 
foods; fast: not eating but spending time remembering; in need: people 
who need help; gooey: sticky;  aglow: light is shining on it  

Sing – 

Celebrate good times,  
come on 

Or 

We All Celebrate 
We all celebrate, 
We all celebrate.  

Special days and families,  
we all celebrate. 

 
(To the tune of “Farmer in 
the Dell”) 

This book is all about ways 
different children and 
families celebrate holidays. 
Let’s see what we can learn 
from the different ways that 
children celebrate holidays 
with their families. I wonder 
what they will do that is the 
same and that is different! 
Let’s read and see together!  

We just read a book 
about the ways different 
children and their families 
celebrate holidays. We all 
celebrate in our own 
special ways. What were 
some special things you 
see families celebrating 
together? Let’s look back 
together! 
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