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Ideas to Lift Language 
 

1) Use think-alouds. 
- I wonder how we can get this plant to grow taller.  I think we need to fertilize the soil. 
- I’m thinking you chose that long block because you wanted to construct a bridge that 
reaches all the way up to the top of your tower. 
 

 

2) Ask open-ended questions or prompts. 
- Why did you decide to use that paintbrush? 
- Tell me about this structure you’re building.  
 

 

3) Restate what a child says using a more complex sentence. 
Child:  I’m cooking chicken.  
Teacher:  You’re cooking a chicken?  It looks like you’re going to roast the chicken in the 
oven. 

 Child:  Yes. It’s going to be yummy. 
 Teacher:  I’m sure your roast chicken will be delicious. 
  

 

4) Model correct grammar and a rich vocabulary; use synonyms to reinforce meaning. 
- I can see that you really enjoy building with blocks.  You like it a lot. 
- That is an enormous bite Duane just took out of his sandwich.  He took a very big bite. 
 

 

5) Build on children’s statements by adding more information.  
Child:  My tower fell down. 
Teacher:  Yes, your tower fell down because it was wobbly.  It became unstable when you 
put the heavy block on top.  
 

 

6) Engage in parallel talk. 
- You’re using that crayon like it’s an instrument.  You’re making music with it by tapping on 
the table. 
 

 

7) Monitor children’s use of target vocabulary and reinforce new words as needed.  
  Child:  I’m not available on that day. 
  Teacher:  You’re not available on that day?  Will you be available next Monday? 


