
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Cherish/apreciar (ah-preh-syahr): think something or someone is so important and special/ sentir que algo o alguien es muy importante y especial

Splendid/espléndido(a) (ehs-plehn-dee-doh): really great, wonderful/ realmente genial, maravilloso(a)

Disappointed/decepcionado(a) (deh-sehp-syoh-nah-doh): to feel sad because things did not work out like you wanted them to/ sentirse triste porque las cosas no 
salieron como uno quería

Except/excepto (ehk-sehp-toh): all but/ fuera de, todos menos uno

Expectations/expectativas (ehks-pehk-tah-tee-bahs): what you think is going to happen; what you want to happen/ lo que crees que va a pasar; que quieres que 
pase

Main Idea: As long as you are with your family, the people you love and cherish, any day can be wonderful; even if your plans don’t work out.

Inquiry Questions:  What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Ask families how they spend their Saturdays. Encourage them to send in pictures or short videos of what they do together on Saturdays. 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple lan-

guages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Saturday: Except/excepto (ehk-sehp-toh)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Small Group:

Put out a collection of things 
where all of the items are the 
same type of item except one. 

Children take turns picking up the 
item that doesn’t fit. Encourage 
children to say, “All of these are 
_____, except this _____.” (“All of 
these are crayons except this 

pencil).

Math:

Make a list of some splendid 
things families like to do 

together. Next, ask children to 
vote on their favorite. Chart the 

results. Which activity do the most 
people like? What activity is the 

least favorite?

Dramatic Play: 

Create a puppet show 
theatre. Have tickets for children 
to pretend with. Put a variety of 

puppets, including paper puppets of 
Ava and her mom to act out/retell 
the story and to create their own 

splendid plays.

Morning 
Meeting/Transitions:

Practice using different calming 
breaths, like Ava and her mom 

do. Try out the “D.R.A.I.N.” from 
Conscious Discipline. How could 

you use this when you are 
disappointed?

Block Area: 

Ava and her mom traveled to 
many places in their community. 

What’s in your community? 
Create your own splendid 
community with blocks!

Morning Meeting: 

Discuss-Who do you 
cherish, or really care about, 
spending time with? Why? 

Also, talk about a time when 
you felt disappointed.

Family Connection:

Ask families to send in 
pictures or short videos of 
what they do together on 

Saturdays. Post pics around 
the room.
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