
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  
Who Will Plant a Tree?
A Tree Grows Up

Focus Words:

Lonely/solitario(a) (soh-lee-tah-ryoh): to feel alone, sometimes it makes you feel sad/sentirse solo, que algunas veces te sientes triste

Magical/mágico (mah-hee-koh): really special/muy especial

Nature/naturaleza (nah-too-rah-leh-sah): things in the world that are not made by us/lo que hay en nuestro mundo que no creamos nosotros

Relax/relajar (rreh-lah-hahr): to feel calm/sentirse en calma

Surprising/sorprendente (sohr-prehn-dehn-teh): something we don’t think will happen/algo que no pensamos que pudiera pasar

Wondered/preguntando (preh-goon-tahn-doh): to have questions about/hacerse preguntas sobre algo

Main Idea: If we slow down, watch, and listen, nature will show us new ways to grow or relax.

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Please send in a picture of your child when they were very young and share something very special or magical about them when they were tiny and something 
magical about them now. We will add the photos and magical sentences to a “Then and Now Gallery” in our classroom where children can notice how they have 
grown and changed.
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Be creative! 
Create your own 

connected activities.

Morning Meeting/
SEL:

Invite the children to share about a time 
when they were lonely. Give them an example 

of your own experience. Discuss what happened 
and what might have helped you and them feel 

better in those moments of loneliness. 

Alternatively, have a puppet who shared that they feel 
lonely and brainstorm a list together of ways we can 
help friends when they feel lonely, too. Illustrate the 

list of ideas so children can revisit it. Post in the 
classroom to support children as they offer and 

ask for support and connection at times 
when they may feel lonely.

Math:
Collect leaves from 

outside or at home. Compare 
and contrast the shapes of the 

leaves and how many points they 
have. Graph the different leaves and 

calculate how many of each you 
collected. Make predictions ahead of 

graphing your leaves to see if you 
are surprised by the results 

or not.

Outside:

Lay under trees at 
home and school and have 
conversation about what 

you notice as you talk with 
your conversational 

partner.

Family Connection:

Ask families to send in pictures of their 
child when they were very young. Ask families 

to share something very special or magical about 
their child when they were tiny and something magical 

about them now. Put them up in the room for children to 
celebrate in a “Then and Now Gallery.” Have the child notice 

how they have changed and grown. 

Put “then” and “now” pictures and the sentences from 
families together and hang them in the room. Remember 
together how magical and surprising and delightful they 

were then and are now. See if there are questions 
that they wondered about and then write 

them down to send home with the 
child to ask their families.

Movement:

With children, move your 
bodies in poses like different 

trees. Start in yoga tree pose, then 
stretch so tall like a sequoia, let 

your arms sway down like a 
willow.

Maple 
by Lori Nichols

Art/Science:

Collect nature items on walks 
at school or home and explore in 

science area. Invite children to draw 
observations or create rubbings of 
them. Ask the children what they 
found surprising in their nature 
studies. Celebrate how magical 

nature is to create beautiful 
patterns all around us.

Science:

Use beans as a seed and wrap 
them in a wet paper towel and put 
them in a plastic bag on a window. 

Watch how the seeds grow and change. 

You can use cameras on a nature hunt 
outside to try to identify as many trees 

as you can. Use technology to look 
up leaves, bark type, roots, etc.


