
 

 
TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 

(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Thank you, Garden Author: Liz Garton Scanlon 

Possible Inquiry Question: Where does my food come from? What does my body need to grow and be 
healthy? 

Possible Themes: communities, kindness, sharing, gratitude 

Tune-In Example 
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest in the 
book? 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

Grow, Grow, Grow garden! Seeds are underground.  
Water, soil, air, and sun- Now plants are all around. 

(to the tune of Row, Row, Row your boat) 

This book is Thank you, Garden and is about a 
community who has a shared garden. Together they 
tend, or take care of the garden to grow fruits and 

vegetables. They have to work, and wait, and the sun, 
air, soil, and water turn the seeds they plant into a 
garden with plants all around. Those plants have 

become delicious and healthy food to share. Let’s read 
to see how this community tended their garden to 

grow food so everyone would have what they need to 
grow and be healthy! 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 
• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens 

next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language  
2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and props.        
3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible.  
4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

  



 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell 

1-2 
garden 

 
 

 

Garden: a place where 
people plant fruits, 

vegetables, and flowers 
and help them grow 

This is a community garden, a place where 
people plant fruits, vegetables, and flowers  
and tend to them- take care of them to 
help them grow. It looks like they have 
gotten the garden new soil or dirt (point) 
and are getting ready to plan for the 
season. 

3-4    

People are moving plants, digging holes, 
and putting rows of short and tall plants in 
the ground. They are working hard to do 
the planting in this garden. 

5-6 Water, Son,  
Daughter   

This family is working in the garden 
together. This woman is tending the 
garden-caring for it and taking care of it- 
by watering the plants. The son and 
daughter and the grown up are playing and 
planting together. 

7-8    

It looks like these children dug up some dirt 
and are running their toy cars in the piles of 
dirt from the garden. It seems like this 
garden is a place to work together and to 
play and have fun together, both at the 
same time.  

9-10 

Proper: Point to the 
garden with the 

plants in a neat row 
 

Plot 
 

Proper 
(demonstrate 

things being in a 
neat row) 

Proper: neat and 
organized 

 
Plot: square of the 

shared garden 
 
 
 

One plot (or square of the garden) has 
everything neat and in a row- some might 
say it is proper, neat and organized. This 
one has children playing, jumping, splashing 
(point), and doing tricks around the tomato 
plants. It isn’t so proper- so neat and 
organized, but it does look like a great 
place for children and plants to grow! 

11-12  underground 

Slowly move hand 
up like plant 

growing from the 
ground, 

 
Use quiet voice 

for ‘hardly makes 
a sound’ 

 

The growing happens day after day but it is 
also slow, and quiet, and you have to be 
patient. You have to be able to wait, 
sometimes for a long time for plants to 
grow.  

Maggie Deaton
As I am reading through these tells, I am wondering something that would be great to maybe run by @Jessica Michel -- I see you have things in the point section that are from your think alouds-- phrases, etc. I  am thinking that in the PAT portion, it should only be words that show up on the page. You are using pointing to make that word understood. If it shows up in think aloud and you want someone to point, I think you could just put it in parentheses right after that portion of think aloud. Example: This one has children playing, jumping, and splashing (point). What do you think, Jess?



 

13-14 Rainy, 
Dry   

The plants need water to grow. Sometimes 
the water comes naturally from rain, other 
times we need to tend the garden- to take 
care of it and help it grow- by bringing 
water to the plants from a hose, a bucket, 
or a watering can. 

15-16 Sky   

Hm. This is interesting. The garden needs 
air to grow. I guess that is what the author 
means by ‘soaking up the sky’. I also think it 
might mean that the garden is growing 
more colorful - like this sunset. 

17-18 Path, 
Gate   

That path helps them not walk on the 
plants when they walk around the 
community garden. The gate might keep 
some animals out that could eat or crush 
the plants. It also looks like people are 
having to wait a long time for things to 
keep growing. You have to be patient- able 
to wait, sometimes a long time, when you 
are tending something- taking care of 
something and helping it to grow.  

19-20    

Looks like people keep checking on the 
garden, but it takes patience. They have to 
be able to wait a long time while the plants 
use the sunlight, soil, water, and air to keep 
growing. I do see the plants getting bigger 
and fruits and vegetable growing! 

21-22 
Frog,  

Worm,  
Bee 

  

Worms make the soil more healthy and 
help plants grow. Bees are so important to 
help flowers turn into vegetables and 
fruits. We share our gardens and need 
these small creatures. They also tend our 
garden, the worms and bees take care of 
our garden and help it grow. 

23-24 
Berries,  
Beets,  
Peas 

  

The garden is starting to have ripe 
delicious (yummy) and healthy (good for 
our bodies) fruits and vegetables. I see a 
strawberry and a beet and other green 
leafy vegetables! 

25-26   
Fresh: new, yummy 

Wild: going and 
growing everywhere 

It seems like the plants, the children, and 
the community are all growing together in 
this garden- being more connected and 
tending to, caring for and taking care of – 
each other. 
 



 

27-28 Wild and muddy 
children  Wild: going and 

growing everywhere 

The children are having fun playing- being 
silly, and getting dirty in this messy, 
growing garden!  

29-30    

Garden, Yes! I think that means this garden 
is a great place for the community to grow 
delicious, yummy, and healthy fruits and 
vegetables that are good for our bodies! It 
was also a great place to tend to other 
people, to grow relationships, to play, to 
learn, and to take care of each other and 
help everyone grow. Thank you, Garden! 

 
Summarize (after you read) 

How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 
 

• Say “We just read about a community who has a shared 
garden- a place where they plant things and help them grow. 
Together they tend, or take care of, the garden to grow fruits 
and vegetables. They had to work and to be patient -they 
waited a long time while the sun, air, soil, and water helped 
turn the seeds and tiny plants they planted. The garden was a 
place to grow delicious-yummy- and healthy- good for our 
bodies food. Let’s look back and see how this community 
tended their garden to grow food so everyone would have 
what they need to grow and be healthy!” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key vocabulary 
to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants and 
young toddler 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions about 
events, characters’ actions or feelings. One example for this 
book would be “How do people in the community work in the 
garden to grow healthy food?” or “Why do you think this 
book is called “Thank you, Garden?” 

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting language (honor 
all attempts to communicate, in any language). 

Suggested Pages for 
Summarizing 
Pg. 3-4 
Pg. 11-12 
Pg. 21-22 
Pg. 23-24 
Pg. 27-28 
Pg. 29-30 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 

• Garden – a place where 
people plant things and help 
them grow 

• Tend- to care for or take care 
of 

• Patient- to be able to wait, 
sometimes for a long time  

• Healthy- good for your body 
• Delicious- tastes great 

 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 
What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book 
with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff? 
____________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools 
like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom: 

o Garden/jardín (har-deen) – a place where people plant things and help them grow 



 

o Tend/cuidar (kwee-dar) - to care for or take care of 
o Patient/paciente (pah-see- en-tay)- to be willing wait, sometimes for a long time  
o Healthy/ saludable (sal-u- dah-blay)- good for your body 
o Delicious/delicioso (deh-lih-see-oh-soh) - tastes great 

• What props or materials will you use? ____________________________________________________________ 
• Additional supports for this book: Perfect Pair recommendation: Edible Colors: See, Learn, Eat by Jennifer Vogel Bass 

*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 
*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections). 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book. 

 

 


