
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Owl Song (to I'm a Little Teapot) I'm a great big owl, 
as you can see, I live high up in a tree. All the other birds wake me up when they play, because I like to sleep in the day. 

Story Title: Owl Babies                                              Author: Martin Waddell 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: Look at these three 
baby owls. They woke up one night and 
found that their mother was gone. I wonder 
where she went, and why she would leave 
her babies. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: We know that these 
three owls woke up to find their 
mother owl gone. I wonder how that 
made them feel. Let’s read and find 
out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
this story so well, I want you to help 
me tell it. The mother owl seemed 
surprised when she came back to her 
babies and they were worried about 
her. I wonder why. Let’s read and find 
out.  

Main Idea: Part of loving others means missing them when they are gone.  

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 
Sarah, Percy, Bill, Owl 

Mother 
 Hole in the trunk of a tree- inside the tree 

Pg. 3 Sarah, Percy, Bill   

Pg. 5  Thought Hunting- to search for food to eat 

Pg. 9 Sarah, Percy, Bill   

Pg. 11 Owl babies in tree  Brave- to be scared, but to do something anyways 

Pg. 13 
Owl babies sitting 

together 
 

 

Pg. 15  Closed eyes Wished- wanted something really badly 

Pg. 19  Swooped 
Swooped- flew down low 
Silent- without making any noise 

Pg. 21  
Flapped, danced, 

bounced 
 

Pg. 23 Sarah, Percy, Bill  Fuss- excitement 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Nocturnal- awake at night and sleeping during the day 
2. Frightened- scared 
3. Huddled- standing very close to each other 
4. Concerned- worried about 
5. Predator- an animal that eats other animals 
6. Relieved- glad that something is over 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 

and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 

notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 2 

I see the mother and the baby 
owls. I bet the mother stays 

with them a lot because they 
are so young.  

Pg. 3 

The baby owls must be thinking, 
“Where did she go? When is she 

coming back?” They must feel 
frightened without their mother.  

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 2 
Pg. 3 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 7 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 24 

Pg. 3 

The baby owls woke up and 
realized they were alone. Since 

they are nocturnal, they are 
awake at nighttime.  

Pg. 7 
The baby owls are so concerned 

about their mother that they wait for 
her outside of their house.  

Pg. 5 

I’m thinking that these baby 
owls are frightened. They don’t 
know where their mother has 

gone. 

Pg. 13 

Sarah is probably thinking, “If we 
huddle close together, we will be 
safe and feel better until mommy 

gets back.” 

Pg. 11 

They are concerned that their 
mother is gone. But Sarah is 
thinking she will bring back 
some mice. She must know 

that her mommy is hunting. I 
bet her mommy has brought 

them mice before! 

Pg. 15 

The baby owls have been waiting for 
so long that they worry that their 

mommy has gotten lost or run into a 
predator. 

Pg. 13 

The baby owls huddled 
together. I think that made 

them feel better as they waited 
for their mom.  

Pg. 21 
 

The baby owls are so happy and 
relieved to see their mommy! They 

are dancing on their branch! 

Pg. 15 

These poor owls! They are 
even worried that a predator, 

like a fox, got their mother 
while she was out hunting. 

Pg. 23 

I bet their mother is thinking, “You 
know we are nocturnal so I hunt at 

night. I always come back home from 
hunting!” 

Pg. 21 

The baby owls are so relieved 
to have their mom back that 

they are flapping, dancing, and 
bouncing. 

  

Pg. 24 
Mother finally came back to 

her babies. They are so happy 
to be back together. 

  



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

Where had mother owl 
gone when the owl babies 

woke up? Why? 

How did the baby owls feel 
when their mother was 

gone? Why?  

Why was the mother owl 
surprised when her babies 
were so excited when she 

returned from hunting? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea 
Part of loving others means missing them when they are gone. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Provide the children with owl puppets or figurines and allow them to act 
out the story.  
Writing Center: Have children write and draw about a time they missed someone 
important to them.  
Sensory Bin: Provide leaves, twigs, and feathers for children to manipulate in the 
sensory bin. Children can use the same materials the owls did to make nests.  

 
 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 



 

 

 
 
 

 


