
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: My Puppy: My puppy has a doghouse, just 

outside my door. He licks me when I pet him, and wags his tail for more. He's always there beside me, no matter what I 

do. My puppy is my special friend, and a family member, too. 

Story Title:  A Whistle For Willie                                                                            Author: Ezra Jack Keats 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This is Peter. He’s 
trying to whistle to get his dog Willie’s 
attention. But Peter can’t whistle when 
he first tries. Let’s read and find out 
what Peter does to solve his problem.  

Purpose of Read: Peter really wanted 
to whistle, but it was very difficult and 
he couldn’t do it when he first tried. I 
wonder how that made Peter feel. 
Let’s read and find out.  

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I want you to help me 
tell it. We know Peter wants to 
whistle, but he can’t when he first 
tries. He keeps trying because it is 
important to him. I wonder why it’s so 
important to Peter to whistle. Let’s 
read and find out.  

Main Idea: Learning a new skill can take a lot of time and practice. It can sometimes be difficult. If it is important enough, 
you will stick with it until you can do it.  

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2 Willie  Wish- wanting something very much 

Pg. 3 Boy, dog   

Pg. 7 
Carton, sidewalk Wink Quick as a wink- very fast, as long as it takes to 

wink 

Pg. 12 
Door, cheeks Blow with your cheeks 

puffed out and point to 
your cheeks 

 

Pg. 14 

Father’s hat, mirror Practice whistling Grown-up- acting like an adult 
Practice- doing something over and over until you 
get it right 
Mirror- piece of glass where you can see your 
reflection 

Pg. 15   Pretended- acted out something that is not true 

Pg. 19 Shadow    

Pg. 20 Corner, Willie   

Pg. 21   Scrambled- moved quickly 

Pg. 24   Raced- ran quickly 

Pg. 27   Errand- go on a short trip to do a job 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Determined- really wanting to do something and not giving up until you do it 
2. Imitate- to act like someone else, to copy 
3. Attention- when you notice something 
4. Proud- feeling pleased and happy with something you have done 



 

 

 
 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 

notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg.  
1st Read Think Alouds 

Pg.  
2nd Read Think Alouds 

 
3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 3 

Peter saw a boy whistling for 
his dog. I’m thinking Peter 
wants to be able to whistle to 
get his own dog’s attention, 
just like the boy. 

Pg. 1 

Peter looks a little sad here. He must 
be feeling bad about not being able to 
whistle.  

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 1 
Pg. 3 
Pg.6 
Pg. 8 
Pg. 12 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 16 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 26 

Pg. 8 

I think Willie kept walking 
because he did not see or hear 
Peter. Peter is trying to whistle, 
but he can’t do it so he does 
not get Willie’s attention. 

Pg. 3 

Peter saw another boy whistling for 
his dog, and that made Peter wish he 
could do the same thing.  

Pg. 12 

Peter must be determined to 
learn to whistle, because he 
keeps trying again and again. 
He is spending a long time 
practicing whistling.  

Pg. 6 

Peter must be feeling dizzy after he 
turned his body around so many 
times! 

Pg. 14 

I think Peter must be imitating 
his dad because adults know 
how to whistle, so he thinks 
being like his dad will help him 
learn. 

Pg. 8 

I bet Peter is feeling a little 
disappointed that he couldn’t get 
Willie’s attention by whistling.  

Pg. 21 

Peter was finally able to 
whistle! I’m noticing that Willie 
is stopping this time- he must 
have heard the whistle.  

Pg. 12 
 

Peter is blowing until his cheeks are 
tired. He is trying really hard to learn 
to whistle. He is determined to do it.  

Pg. 26 

I think Peter is very proud of 
himself for learning to whistle. 
It took a long time and a lot of 
practice. It looks like his mom 
and dad are proud of him too.  

Pg. 14 

Imitating his father must make Peter 
feel like a big guy. He knows that 
adults know how to whistle, so maybe 
he thinks if he feels older, that will 
make him able to whistle.  

Pg.   Pg. 16 

I’m thinking that Peter’s mom knows 
that is him imitating his dad, but she 
pretends he is his dad too. She wants 
him to have fun using his imagination. 

Pg.   Pg. 26 

Look at Peter! He looks so proud here! 
He tried so hard to whistle, and now 
he can do it. I think his mom and dad 
are proud too. His mom is clapping for 
him! 



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you 
stated before reading.  

 
Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

*Cut dotted 

lines 

How did Peter learn to 
whistle? 
 

How did Peter feel when he 
finally learned to whistle? 
Why? 

How do we know that it was 
important for Peter to learn to 
whistle? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea 
Learning a new skill can take a lot of time and practice. It can sometimes be difficult. If it is important 
enough, you will stick with it until you can do it. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   

For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Provide children with stuffed dogs and dog accessories. During dramatic play, 
children can take care of their pets by feeding them, playing with them, and taking them for 
walks. They can even practice whistling for their dogs! 

Writing Center: Have children write and draw stories about the activities they like to do with 
their pets.  

Small Groups: During science small groups, explore reflections and shadows like Peter did in 
the story.  

 
 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. Learn 
more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox 
Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words? A connected Focus Word 

Visual set resource is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library. 
 How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 

         1. Determined: decidido (des-ih-dee-dough) 
         2. Imitate: imitar (im-ee-tar) 
         3. Attention: atención (ah-ten-see-own) 
         4. Proud: orgulloso (or-gew-yo-so) 
 
Props: Be creative and use items that you have that will help children understand the story. 
Suggestions: plastic or stuffed dog, whistle, mirror, hat 
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Whistle for Willie- Related Extension Activities

Main Idea: Learning a new skill can take a lot of time and practice. It can
sometimes be difficult. If it is important enough, you will stick with it until you can

do it.

Target Vocabulary Used

Imitate Practice Determined

Proud

Ideas for pushing these words in throughout the day

Morning Meeting Remind children about the story they are reading this week Whistle for
Willie. Tell them the story made you think of something that you are
determined to learn how to do. Push in target vocabulary imitate,
proud, practice and determined as you share your experience. Show
children the drawing you made to illustrate what you are determined to
learn. Read what you wrote and tell them you are going to add your
picture and writing to share with everyone. Tell children they will get
the opportunity to do the same activity during small group time or
during center time.

Dramatic Play Put props in center so children can retell the story. (e.g., puppets for
Peter, Willie, mother and father, a box, a mirror, etc.)

Science/ Outdoors Tie to REAL time book, What makes a Shadow?, or other information
book about shadows, have children use flash lights to create and
observe shadows in different places. Help children understand that the
shadow is created because the object blocks the light from shining on
the surface. Connect activity to how Peter made his shadow.
Children can also experiment what happens when they move object
closer to the surface or farther away. Encourage to notice how the size
of the shadow changes when they move the object closer or farther
away from the surface.

Sensory Play/ Art Children can trace shadows of different objects or teacher can trace
student’s silhouettes.

Writing Center Connecting to morning meeting, children can draw and write about
something they might be determined to do or have already
accomplished.
Teacher can ask children about something they are determined to learn
how to do (e.g., tying your shoe, opening your milk, write your name)
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and record answers. Talk with children about how they achieve their
goals (e.g., practice, keep trying, ask for help, be patient)
Children can draw a picture and write about what goal they want to
achieve. Discuss how proud children will feel when they reach a goal.
(Note: teacher should model an example of something they are
determined to do first)

Math Spatial awareness activity: Create shadows of different objects (e.g.,
cube, scissors, key, small blocks, plastic animals, puzzle piece) by placing
them on a white sheet of paper on the copier. The objects will block the
light and create shadow-like shapes of objects. Children can match the
objects to the shadow. This can be challenging since sometimes objects
need to be turned over to match shadow.

Songs/Poems

Whistle While You Work

Just whistle while you work
(whistle)
Put on the grin
And start right in
To whistle loud and long
Just hum a merry tune
(hum)
Just do your best
Then take a rest
And sing yourself a song
When there's too much to do
Don't let it bother you
Forget your trouble
Try to be
Just like the cheerful chickadee
And whistle while you work
(whistle)
Come on get smart
Tune up and start
To whistle while you work…

My Shadow By C.J. Heck

I have a shadow hooked to me.
Sometimes he's big.
Sometimes he's small.
Sometimes he isn't there at all.
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He doesn't seem to like the rain.
(Maybe thunder scares him, too) .
He's gone from me on days like that
'cause there isn't much to do.

But if it's really sunny out,
he doesn't like to hide.
He's hooked right there beside me
and we play all day outside.

My Shadow By Robert Louis Stevenson (First stanza)

I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me,
And what can be the use of him is more than I can see.
He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head;
And I see him jump before me, when I jump into my bed.



 

START Read Planning Template 

For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking.  

Story Title:  Pet Show!                                                           Author:  Ezra Jack Keats 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: 
I’m looking at the cover of this book, and I 
see two boys, Peter and Archie, looking at a 
poster with words that say, “Pet Show! 
Prizes, Saturday 11:00”. I wonder how you 
get a prize at a pet show. Let’s read and find 
out. 

Purpose of Read: 
Archie can’t find the cat that he wants to take 
to the pet show. When the cat does show up, 
the judges think that he belongs to an old 
woman. They give her a ribbon for the cat 
instead of Archie. I’m wondering how Archie 
felt about that. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: 
Now that you know this story so well, I 
would like for you to help tell the story. I 
wonder why Archie decides to let the old 
woman keep the ribbon. Let us read to find 
out. 

 

Main Idea: Being generous and kind to others is the best way to win a prize. Sharing what you have with 
others makes you a real winner! 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of their two words 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2   Pet show: an event where people bring their pets to 
show others, and win prizes 

Pg.4 kids  Bragged: told great things about themselves or 
someone that they are proud of, or think is great. 

Pg.5 Archie, Willie, Peter, Susie searched Hangouts: places where someone spends a lot of time 

Pg.8 Archie’s mother, building  Independent: doesn’t need help from anyone; do 
things on your own 
Expect: to think that someone will arrive 

Pg.11  took off Entrance: a place where you walk into a building 

Pg.13 judges  Judges- people who decide who wins a prize 

Pg.15 prizes (ribbons), parrot, 
frog, fish, canary, ants, 
goldfish, mouse etc. 

 Prize: a special gift you win for doing something 
special; could be a ribbon, a trophy, or money 

Pg.18 Archie shouted Awarded: give a prize to someone 

Pg.19 Judge, bag, cat   

Pg.21-22 whiskers, blue ribbon, 
woman 

  

Pg.23   Germ: a tiny living thing that may cause you to get 
sick; it’s so tiny you can’t see it; it’s invisible 

Pg.25 blue ribbon, judges whispered Announced: told people about 

Pg.29 old woman, Archie, friends  Join: to go with 



 

Focus Tier 2:   Vocabulary (words not included in the story but related to use throughout your reads and throughout 
the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”): 
1. Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary (words not included in the story but related to use throughout your reads and throughout the day):       
Observe- to look at carefully 
Solution- a way to solve a problem      
Generous -to share what you have with someone else 

Proud- to feel good about yourself or something that you did 

Disappointed – upset because things did not work out the way that you wanted them to 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 

and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut/taping these 

notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to run your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 5 

I’m thinking that Archie really wants 
to find his cat so that he can bring 
him to the pet show. He already 
told his friends that he would bring 
the cat. I’m also thinking that 
Archie’s cat is not a stay-at-home 
cat. He must wander around 
Archie’s neighborhood, and that is 
why Archie is having to search for 
him.  

pg. 8  

Archie is probably worried that he won’t 
have a pet to bring to the pet show. He 
had already told his friends that he was 
bringing the cat! 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds to 
elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?”  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in your 
class and verbally prompt 
them to use vocabulary 
previously modeled in the 
1st & 2nd Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 10 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 22 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 30 
Pg. 32 

 
 

Pg. 9 

Everyone is leaving for the pet 
show, but Archie can’t come 
because he still hasn’t found his cat. 
He tells his friends to go to the pet 
show without him, so that they 
don’t miss it.  

Pg. 10 

I think Archie is disappointed that he 
can’t find the cat, but he cares about his 
friends and doesn’t want them to miss 
out on the pet show.  

Pg. 13 

Oh, I see what happens at a pet 
show! The judges observe, or look 
carefully, at each pet and find out 
information from the owners. 

Pg. 16 
They must all be very proud of the 
animals they brought to the pet show. 
Each animal won a prize! 

Pg. 15 

I notice that all the children 
received a prize for their pets. The 
judges observe each pet and ask 
questions. Then the judges give a 
prize to each pet owner because of 
something special that they notice 
about each pet.  

Pg. 22 

Look at Archie observing the old woman. 
He’s probably thinking, “I don’t know 
what is happening! I couldn’t find my cat 
to bring it to the pet show, but now my 
cat is here with an old woman! That is my 
cat, but someone else is getting the prize. 
I should be getting that blue ribbon!” 

Pg. 22 

I think the old woman just 
happened to be walking by the pet 
show. She wasn’t planning to be in 
the pet show! I think the cat was 

Pg. 23 
I think Archie is feeling proud of his 
solution to bring a germ to the pet show.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

just walking near her. The judges 
must have given her a ribbon 
because she was standing next to 
the cat, and they thought the cat 
belonged to her. Notice how Archie 
is observing what happened.  

Pg. 23 

I’m thinking that since Archie 
couldn’t find his pet cat, he came up 
with a solution – a way to solve his 
problem – and be in the pet show 
anyway! He found an empty jar and 
said there was a germ inside of it. I 
don’t see anything in the jar, 
because germs are invisible. I 
wonder how the judges would be 
able to give a prize for something 
you can’t see or hear.   

Pg. 28 
Archie must be very proud of himself. 
Even though he couldn’t find the cat, he 
still won a prize in the pet show.  

Pg. 27 
Now we know the reason this germ 
won a prize! It was the quietest pet. 

Pg. 30 
I think that Archie wants to be kind to the 
woman, even though the cat is not her 
pet.  

Pg. 30 

The old woman wants to give Archie 
the ribbon she received for Archie’s 
cat. She was telling the truth – that 
the cat belonged to Archie and he 
should win the prize. 

Pg. 32 

Archie must be feeling very generous to 
let the old woman keep the ribbon. I bet 
he feels proud that he is so generous. He 
is like a real winner! 

Pg. 32 

Even though the cat was not the old 
woman’s pet, Archie knows that it 
will make her happy to keep the 
prize. He already had a ribbon for 
his pet germ, so he wanted her to 
have a prize too. I think that was 
very generous of Archie to let the 
woman keep the ribbon 

  



 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you 
stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

 
Why did the old woman get a 
blue ribbon for Archie’s cat?  

 

 
How did Archie feel at the end 

of the pet show? Why? 

 
Why did Archie decide to let the 

woman keep the ribbon? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 

 Using proper grammar & syntax 

 Modeling rich vocabulary 

 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea 
Being generous and kind to others is the best way to win a prize. Sharing what you have with 
others makes you a real winner! 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Provide many stuffed animals, paper ribbons, and writing instruments. Encourage the children to 
have their own pet shows and to observe the pets carefully before writing awards for each pet! 
 
Art Center: Have the children set up to paint, but do not provide brushes. Let them come up with solutions to 

this problem! (finger painting, using cotton balls or Q-tips that are in the art center, etc.) 

 
Small Group Writing: Encourage the group to observe each other, and create a list of awards for each child.  

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 



 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Some families are large, (spread arms out wide), 
Some families are small (bring arms close together), But I love my family (cross arms over chest) best of all! 

Story Title: Peter’s Chair                                                       Author: Ezra Jack Keats  

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This is Peter. It looks 
like Peter has taken some of his 
special things outside and placed them 
on the sidewalk. I even see his special 
chair. I wonder what happened to 
make Peter take his things outside. 
Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Peter’s new baby 
sister is getting a lot of attention and 
Peter feels left out. Remember, Peter 
planned to run away but he changed 
his mind. I wonder what he was feeling 
when he planned to run away. Let’s 
read and find out. 
 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
this story so well, I want you to help 
me tell it. Remember, Peter was 
feeling left out because his parents 
were paying so much attention to his 
baby sister. But he ended up painting 
his chair pink for her. I wonder why 
he did that. Let’s read and find out.  
 

Main Idea: It is sometimes hard when a new baby becomes part of a family, but every child is special to their parents. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 Stretched, tall building Stretch  Stretch- reaching 

Pg. 4 Crashing building Crash, shhh  

Pg. 6 Peter, cradle  
Fussing- making a big deal over something; giving a 
lot of attention to someone 
Cradle- a baby bed that rocks 

Pg. 8 Father, high chair Whispered  

Pg. 10 Crib, chair Muttered  
Muttered- saying something quietly and people 
may not understand 

Pg. 14 Willie  Run away- leave home without telling your family 

Pg. 15   Arranged- put in a special place 

Pg. 17 Peter in chair  Outgrown- to grow too big for something 

Pg. 20 Mother, Peter, Willie  Idea- something you thought of 

Pg. 22 Mother  Rascal- someone who plays tricks 

Pg. 23 Peter   

Pg. 25 Father   

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Disappointed- feeling sad because things didn’t go the way you wanted 
2. Jealous- feeling unhappy because you want what someone else has 
3. Upset- feeling sad and angry 
4. Attention- special care or treatment 
5. Important- special to someone 

 



 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: One Little, Two Little, Three Little Friends, Four Little, 
Five Little, Six Little Friends, Seven Little, Eight Little, Nine Little Friends, Ten Little Friends to Play with Me! 

Story Title: A Letter to Amy          Author: Ezra Jack Keats 
State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This is Peter (cover). 
He has a letter to send to his special 
friend, Amy. Oh no, look there’s a storm 
(point to lightning) and it looks like the 
wind blew the letter out of his hand. I 
wonder why Peter wrote a letter to 
Amy. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember how Peter 
invited his friend, Amy, to come to the 
party? Peter was worried that she 
wouldn’t come because he knocked her 
down. I wonder how he Peter felt when 
he thought Amy wouldn’t come to his 
party. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember how Peter 
invited his friend, Amy, to come to the 
party? Peter was worried that she 
wouldn’t come because he knocked her 
down. Now that you know this story so 
well, I would like for you to help tell the 
story. I wonder why Amy was so special 
to Peter. Let’s read to find out. 

Main Idea: Friendship is very important. It’s okay to have a special friend who is different from you. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg.1-2 letter  Inviting – asking someone to go somewhere 
Announced-said 
Special-very important 

Pg. 3-4 
envelope, stamp, raincoat  Sealed-closed 

Mail-send it to her 

Pg. 5-6 Willie, parrot raced, glanced  

Pg. 7-8 
flash of lightning roar of thunder-hit 

hands against thighs 
blew 

 

Pg. 9-10 letter chased  

Pg.11-12 hopscotch skipping  

Pg. 13-14 Amy waved Spoil – to mess up, ruin 

Pg. 17-18  stuffed, crying Stuff – to put into, to fill 

Pg. 19-20  mixed up Reflection – seeing yourself 

Pg. 23-24  chanted Arrived-got there 

Pg. 26   Repeat- do it again 

Pg. 27-28  blew  

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1.  Invite: to ask someone to do something 
2. Special: very well liked, extra important 
3. Determined: to keep working at something until you get what you want 
4. Spoil: ruin, mess up 
5. Disappointed: upset because things did not work out the way you wanted them to 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 

directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 
1-2 

I notice that Peter is only writing a 
letter to Amy. He must have called 
his other friends to invite them, or 
ask them to come, to his party. 
Amy must be really special since 
she is the only one Peter is writing 
to. 

Pg. 
1-2 

I wonder if Peter is thinking that writing 
Amy a letter, instead of just calling her 
on the phone, will make her feel special. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 1-2 
Pg.5-6 
Pg. 7-8 
Pg. 13-14 
Pg. 17-18 
Pg. 21-22 
 
 

Pg. 
3-4 

Peter is going out in the rain to 
mail the letter. Amy must be 
special to him. 

Pg. 
5-6 

Peter is probably thinking, “I don’t want 
Amy to see me with this letter. I want it 
to be a surprise.” 

Pg. 
7-8  

I am thinking that Amy must be the 
only girl Peter invited to his party. 
She must be a very special friend. 

Pg. 
7-8 

I wonder if Peter is worried about what 
the boys will think when they see Amy 
at his party, since she is different from 
the rest of them. She is the only girl. 

Pg. 
11-
12 

Peter is working hard to catch the 
letter, he is determined. He is 
reaching (A) and stretching (A) for 
it. This tells me that Amy is really 
important to him. 

Pg. 
13-
14 

I bet Amy sees Peter chasing something 
and is thinking she will help him catch it. 

Pg. 
13-
14  

Peter is determined to catch the 
letter so Amy won’t see it. He 
doesn’t want her to know the letter 
is for her or the surprise will be 
spoiled or ruined.  

Pg. 
17-
18 
 

I bet Amy’s feelings are hurt. She 
doesn’t understand why Peter would 
knock her down and not apologize. 

  

Pg. 
21-
22 

I think Peter is dissapointed. He is upset 
because things did not work out the 
way he wanted them to. He is thinking 
Amy won’t come to his party now that 
he knocked her down and she ran off 
crying.  

  

Pg. 
23-
24 

Look at Peter’s face. He looks so 
disappointed, so upset. He really 
wanted his special friend Amy to come 
to his party. 



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated 
before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did Peter want to mail a 
letter to Amy? 

Why was Peter sad after mailing 
the letter to Amy? 

 

How do we know that Amy was 
special to Peter? 
 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 

 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea Friendship is very important. It’s okay to have a special friend who is different from you. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Have children act out or retell the story, A Letter to Amy, while pushing-in and 
encouraging them to use target vocabulary. Provide stationary, envelopes, puppets, birthday cake, etc. 
Writing Center: Tell the students they are going to write a letter and mail it to see how long it takes to 
come back to their class. Model writing the letter and use ideas from the students about the content.  Or 
Ask parents to address an envelope with a stamp and have students write/draw a letter and then mail it. 

 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 



 

 

 

REAL Time 
Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 

 
Read and Explore 

STATE: Key Concept(s) in the Form of a Question – When we read the book, A Letter to Amy, I remember Peter’s mother 
telling him to wear his raincoat because it “Looked like rain.” That made me curious to learn more about where rain comes from, 
and how I can protect myself from getting wet when it rains. 
 
 
Purpose of the Read (to find out about key concept) -  Let’s read and find out about more about where rain comes from, and how 
we can protect our bodies and clothes from getting wet when it rains. 
(Note: You could break this up in to two separate REAL Time reads) 
 

 

Push-In and Pull-
Out Key Concepts 

Complex/Sophisticated Storybook:  A Letter to Amy  
Informational Text(s):  Rainy Weather Days by Pam Rosenberg 
Key Concept(s): Where does rain come from? How can I protect 

myself? 
 

Push-In and Pull-Out 
Information Needed to 
Comprehend Complex 

Storybook 



 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Key Concept(s) –  

Page # Information to Push -In Text Tool to Teach  Vocabulary 

3 Table of Contents: It is important for me to 
look at the table of contents to quickly find 
out where information is located in the 
book. The table of contents is always located 
in the front of the book.  

The first thing I  want to know Is 
where does rain come from? I noticed 
that this book has a table of contents, which 
lets me know what information is in the 
book. I think I can find out where rain comes 
from by looking at this section called clouds, 
because I know that rain falls from the sky. 

 

12  Glossary: Gives me the meaning  of  
words that may not be familiar with  

On this page,  I  noticed that it  s ays 
raindrops come from clouds.  I  also 
notice that the word clouds  is  darker 
then all  of  the other words  on the 
page.  That must mean that the word 
clouds i s  important (something I  
need to know).  Let’s find out what 
clouds mean by looking in the back of 
the book at the glossary.  The 
glossary let us know what words 
mean. In  the glossary, it  says that 
clouds are white or gray masses that 
float in  the sky and are mad e up of  
water droplets and ice.  Now I  know 
that raindrops comes from clouds.   

Masses  ( large 
group of  clouds 
sitting side by 
side)  
 
Droplets  (very 
small  drop of 
l iquid)  

13  This page shows me how clouds look 
on sunny days and on rainy days.  I  
noticed that on rainy days,  the 

 



 

 

clouds make the sky look darker.  So 
now, I  know why Peter’s mother said,  
“It  looks l ike rain.” She must have 
noticed how dark the clouds in the 
sky looked and knew  that they were 
rain clouds.  

12   Refer back to page 12.  This page lets 
me know that clouds are made up of 
tiny droplets of water that crash (act 
and tell)  into each other to make 
bigger drops of water.  As the 
droplets  starts to fall  more heavily,  it  
starts to rain.  I  wonder what the tiny 
and big droplets of  water look like , 
as it  com es down from the rain 
clouds before it  hits the ground?  

Crash- to join  
together fast and 
hard  



 

 

24 Index: The index allows me to look up word 
in alphabetical order so I can quickly search 
and certain subject and what page number 
to find the information in the book. The 
index is always found in the back of a book. 

As I  look at the index,  I  can find the 
word raindrops. It says that I  can 
read about raindrops on pages 12 
and 16.  This will  give me more 
information and possibly even show 
pictures of raindrops falling from the 
sky.  

 

14-15  This page shows the size of  a sma ll  
raindrop and the size of  the large 
raindrop.  A small  raindrop is about 
the size of a  tiny dot (point to 
picture).  While a  large raindrop is 
the size of a  pea (point to picture).  I  
also noticed that (refer to pg.  15) as 
each raindrop  fall s to the ground,  
they crash into each other to form  a 
big puddle  of water (point to picture  
and tell ) .   

Puddle-small  
pools of water on 
the ground   



 

 

3  
Note: 
Begin here 
for second 
Real Time 
read 
question.   

Table of  Contents   The second question I  had while 
reading “A Letter to Amy” is  what 
should I  wear to protect myself  from 
getting my clothes wet when it rains 
outside?  I  noticed  that they have a 
section in the table of contents 
called “It  looks l ike rain.” I  bet I  can 
find the answer to my questions if  I  
read pages 6 & 7.  

 

6-7  On this page,  I  noticed that the little 
boy is  wearing waterproof material  
to protect his clothes from getting 
wet. He is  wearing a raincoat (point)  
and rain boots (point).  I  also notice 
that he is carrying an umbrella 
(point)  so that his head  won’t get 
wet. The word Umbrella  is in  bold 
(darker) than the other words.  It  
must be an important word.  Let’s 
look in the back of  the book at the 
glossary again , so we can find out 
what that word means ( pg.  22).  Now, 
I  know why Peter put on his raincoat 
before he left the house to mail  

Umbrella-a frame 
with a cloth 
stretched over it  
that you hold over 
your head when it  
rains.  
 
Waterproof- 
keeps water off  



 

 

Amy’s letter.  He did not want to get 
wet from the rainstorm . He wanted 
to protect his clothing and head by 
wearing something that was 
waterproof  (raincoat and hat) .  

 
 

Ask and Learn 
ASK: Question Related to Key Concept – Where do raindrops come from ? How can I protect myself  from 
getting wet when it  is  raining?  
 
Possible answers: 1st question (Clouds, the sky).  2nd question (wear waterproof clothing, wear a raincoat, hat, umbrella, rain 
boots) 
 
 

Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the key concept. If needed, go back into the text 
and show pictures. 

 
 



 

 

RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children ’s  interests and follow through/explore at  the appropriate time.  
-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
-  Use correct syntax.  
-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by adding more information.   
– Use safety nets as needed.  




